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RECTOR’S LETTER 
Dear St. Mark’s Family: 
  
We Mark Time. 
 
As we approach the end of this school year, I want to thank all of our teachers 
and lay leaders who walked beside our children.  It seems like yesterday that they were 
born, and now some of them are headed to grade school, middle or high school, and some 
are even headed off to college. 
 
There is a tinge of melancholy for the days gone by, but this feeling is overwhelmed by the 
definitive Christian command to celebrate the past, live in the present, and hope for the 
future.  You might say, we are called to “Mark” time (pun intended). 
 
So we did, as St. Mark’s celebrated our “Patronal” Feast of St. Mark on Sunday, May 24. 
According to scholars, John/Mark was not one of the twelve Disciples, but likely was in-
volved in the periphery.   As a little brother of the disciple Barnabas and the son of an early 
and wealthy church supporter named Mary, Mark would likely have been well-educated 
and have met Peter and been converted to the faith by him while staying with Mark’s fam-
ily in the earliest days of the church.   Later on, as the clandestine new movement called 
“The Way” grew,  Peter ran across Mark in about AD42 and called him to be his traveling 
companion and interpreter.  The Gospel according to Mark is essentially a series of ser-
mons that he heard Peter speaking. In a very real sense, all of us at St. Mark’s are benefi-
ciaries of the “handing down” or the “marking of time” for thousands of years.  The story 
that Peter and Barnabas told Mark, he told to others and founded the church in Egypt, and 
possibly Venice; and those Children of God told their children through countless genera-
tions, all marking time, celebrating the past, living in the present, and hoping for the future. 
         (continued on next page) 
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        Sunday, May 15 
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 BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 

  Chapter 0550-S            St. Mark’s 

   Originally Chartered 1879                             
 

 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew had a busy April. 

 

On April 12 we had a cookout with the Street Beat teens. Hamburgers, hot dogs, mac and cheese, beans, and 

slaw were rapidly consumed, and the children had a great time. 

 

On April 22 the Brotherhood partnered with the Evangelism Team to host 55 Brunswick Fire and Police per-

sonnel at a “Thank You Luncheon” in the Parish Hall. (See pictures in the article regarding the luncheon in 

this edition of the Lion.) 

 

Mark Your Calendar!!!!! Second ANNUAL PB&J SUNDAY on MAY 15! 

PB&J Sunday is the Sunday we collect jars of peanut butter and jelly to help provide 175 PB&J sand-

wiches Per Day to high school students who do not have sufficient food to eat at night. You will be see-

ing more-detailed information in upcoming Sunday bulletins. 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew is Thursday, May 26, at 6:00 p.m., 

in the Parish Hall with dinner. All men in the Parish are invited!!!! 

It was our turn last week at the Feast of St. Mark the Evangelist when we got to wel-
come Lisa Ballard, Bob Bean, Daniel and Leda Burr, Lynne Emery, Linda Mahoney, 
Jeff Marks, Mitzi Ripke, Jessica Snyder, Andrew Strickland, Mike and Sue Van 
Brunt, Luke Watson, and Will and Michelle Whatley to our parish family.  These fifteen 
pilgrims, together with veterans Leslie Sublett, Nancy Urcuhuaranga, and Julia Gerrett, 
completed an eight-week time of fellowship, study, and prayer together that amounted to 
celebrating the past, living in the present, and hoping for the future. 
 
In just a few weeks, on May 22, we will recognize and celebrate our young people and the 
teachers and ministers who have helped them grow.  As we recognize their achievements, 
listen to their voices, and witness their ministries, I pray that we will see the unbroken cycle 
of time marking that every Christian is called to. 
 
What a privilege it is to join with the angels and archangels and all the company of heaven 
who forever strive to transmit the gospel faithfully to those in our midst. 
 
Celebrating what has been.  Living into what is, and hoping for what is to come, we mark 
time with joy! 
 
In Christ, 
Father Alan+ 
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        THE EVANGELISM TEAM AND THE BROTHERHOOD HOST OVER 50 FIRE               

 AND POLICE PERSONNEL AT “THANK YOU LUNCH” ON APRIL 22, 2016  
  

 St. Mark’s Evangelism Team and the Brotherhood of St. Andrew were honored to host 55 Bruns-

wick Fire and Police personnel at a Thank-You Luncheon in the Parish Hall on Friday, April 22.  The team 

put together a cookout with hamburgers, hotdogs, baked beans, mac and cheese, slaw, cupcakes, and cookies. 
  

 Also, each participant was given a gift bag, decorated by the wonderful students from the St. Mark’s 

Preschool, with merchant discounts and other materials.   
 

 We want to thank the following individuals and businesses who donated items for the luncheon and 

gift bags:  Kaki Thurber, GeorgeAnne and Alan Youngner, Daddy Cate’s, Brunswick Coca-Cola Bot-

tling Company, Signarama, Pam Pam Cupcake Bakery, Atlantic National Bank, Gold Coast Nutrition, 

St. Mark’s Preschool, St. Mark’s Church, Michelle Bates, Stitch In Time, and helloGoodbuy. 
 

 Also, thanks to the following people who helped facilitate the lunch: Ava Bokker, RV Cate, Terry 

Carroll, Bob Perry, Trisha Perry, Larry Youngner, Andy Tipaldos, Rena Simpson, Will  Whatley, 

Brad Bates, Father Alan, and Tommy Townsend.    
 

Plans are in motion for planning the Second Annual Thank-You Brunswick Fire and Police Luncheon!    

 

Many members of the parish are involved with Safe 

Harbor’s Street Beat program for homeless teens. We 

are pleased to announce that six of the teens will be 

graduating from high school, and four of them will be 

going on to college. We are going to honor them dur-

ing our May 22 service and would like to give them 

congratulatory cards and other things they will need for their dorm rooms and next steps. 

For cards the names are: Joseph, Shawn, Kaylah, Herman, Chatteona and Craig. A collection 

basket will be placed in the entrance of the church. For more information contact Kaki Thur-

ber at 638-9794 or kbthurber@bellsouth.net. 

mailto:kbthurber@bellsouth.net
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On Saturday, April 9, hello,Goodbuy® celebrated its First Quarterly 

Giving Back Day of 2016. As always, the day was filled with food, 

fellowship, and fun. All of the recipients were invited to gather at the 

store to share how the money they received will be used to help our 

local Glynn County Community. It makes us proud to be part of a 

community where so many people and groups care, striving to make it a better place for those who 

call Glynn County home. For the first quarter, we distributed a total of $25,724.94. 
 

We are blessed to have been able to support so many wonderful causes this distribution cycle. We 

pledged over $6,000 to St. Mark's Episcopal Church to sponsor several of its ministry outreach 

programs, including the Choir School program, which provides students in Glynn County with the 

opportunity to earn money for college; it will help to extend the hours of the preschool program 

which currently has slots open; and will help sponsor the Thank-You Day for 55 firemen and police-

men, which was held on April 22.   
 

We helped to support American Second Harvest's Backpack Buddies program to distribute food to 

students with food insecurity. We are sponsoring one month at BrainREconnect for their Chair 

Yoga class for stroke and brain impairment survivors. American Red Cross SE GA received funds 

to sponsor four families in Glynn County who are in need of disaster relief. City of Brunswick 

Downtown Development Authority will be able to purchase three AED's for Brunswick Fire De-

partment vehicles. FaithWorks–The Well will be able to purchase 36 lockers and bike racks for 

visitors to the shelter who frequently have belongings missing; the visitors also have the opportunity 

to work for credits to receive bicycles through the Pedal Project led by the First United Methodist 

Church. We provided funds for seven scholarships for kids to attend camp at Glynn County 4-H 

this summer to take classes in farm to table, archery, canoeing, and more. Glynn County Recrea-

tion Department received funds to purchase equipment and cover registration fees for kids whose 

families wouldn't be able to afford it. We provided funds to sponsor five children with Pull for a 

Kid to attend summer camp to provide them with a safe and fun summer, keeping them away from 

violence and the streets.  Finally, Safe Harbor's Street Beat program received funds to assist in the 

purchase of a minivan to transport homeless children to appointments, deliver food, etc.  (See picture 

on next page.) 

At hello,Goodbuy® we pride ourselves on being built up by this community in order 

to support this community. We are blessed to serve as a stepping stone for these 

amazing organizations who do so much good here in Glynn County. Where you find 

struggle, you will always find those striving to overcome it.  At the store we are 

blessed to have an amazing group of volunteers who work hard day in and day out 

to overcome the daily struggles we face at the store.  In recognition of her hard 

work, we chose to celebrate Bonnie Cobb as our First Volunteer of the Quarter this 

year.  A Darien native, Bonnie was a huge help in the successful Attic Liquidation 

sale that we held for Morningstar's thrift store at the outlet mall.  She travels to 

Brunswick on Wednesdays to put in volunteer hours here at the store.  Working 

alongside Cynthia in the clothes department, Bonnie excels at getting through the 

mountain of bags, and she does so in record time always smiling and always finding 

a reason to laugh. 

      Louisa Nightingale 

      Community Liaison, hello, Goodbuy® 
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(Pictured left to right) Donna Stewart Glynn County 4-

H – Leslie Hartman Safe Harbor, Street Beat – Christy 

Kinstle Glynn County Recreation Department – Xada 

Baxter and Angie Aimar Pull for a Kid – Mathew Hill 

City of Brunswick Downtown Development Authority – 

Rhonda Hand and Royce Laidler BrainREconnect – 

Kalista Morton American Second Harvest – Wright 

Culpepper FaithWorks-The Well – Victoria Ten Broeck 

American Red Cross SE GA – Bill Turner St. Mark's 

Episcopal Church 

 Stew’s Hip  
Do We Give God Tips or Tithes? 

 
 Is what we give to God a tip or a tithe?  If it is what’s left in our account at the end of 
the month, it would be a tip, a sharing of our leftovers.  However, if St. Mark’s is the first 
payee of your monthly bank statements, that falls more closely in line with a tithe. 
 

 The church invites us into the spiritual practice of intentional giving.  With this kind 
of giving, we give to God first, before other expenses, out of gratitude for all God has given 
us and in faith that we will have all that we need.     
 

 To be sure, St. Mark’s needs your support to budget and plan, to pay expenses and 
fund our outreach.  Sometimes we mistakenly think that tithing is done to benefit the 
church and its budgeting process.  While this is partly true, the real reason we should 
pledge has more to do with our relationship to God and with our own need to give.  
 

 Making a promise to give a certain amount on a regular basis is a way to orient our 
lives so that God comes first and is not relegated to an afterthought.  Even those with lim-
ited resources can emulate the widow who put her two small coins into the temple treasury 
(Mark 12:41-44). 
 

 St. Mark’s is full of cheerful givers.  When our playground equipment died, its re-
placement was fully funded in less than two weeks.  It was quickly checked off the top of a 
“wish list”  for the parish.  The stewardship team of the vestry will review and recommend 
additions and priorities, and the list will be publicized – in 
the bulletins, in the Lion, on bulletin boards, and the web-
site.   
 

 For us as parishioners, special needs giving is an 
opportunity to add tips to our tithes so our giving to God is 
not an either/or but a both/and outcome. 
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St Mark's Episcopal Day School Update: May 
 

The children at St. Mark's Day School were all abuzz in April over our bug-inspired activi-

ties!  We  learned about insects, and continued exploring life cycles.  One of our favorite 

activities last month was observing the miraculous transformation of caterpillars turning into 

butterflies. The children also grew sunflowers and discovered how seeds sprout.  We are es-

pecially excited to watch our new Day School Garden grow!  We've already picked some 

radishes, and our other veggies are looking good.  Please feel free to stop by our garden and 

see our progress.  The staff and children of St. Mark's would like to thank Allison Simpson 

for all her amazing help with our school garden.  Allison is a student at BHS and a member 

of the Future Farmers of America.  Her assistance has been invaluable, and we can't thank 

her enough!!! 
 

May is proving to be just as busy with celebrations and events.  We are getting ready to 

celebrate our wonderful mothers at the day school with a Mother's Day breakfast.  The chil-

dren have been working on creating beautiful keepsake gifts to show our moms how much 

they mean to us.  The end of the month is a time to say good luck to all of our children who 

are heading off to kindergarten.  We will be celebrating their accomplishments on Monday, 

May 16, with a special Graduation Program.  Our staff will be so sad to see our Pre-K class 

go, but we are so very proud of how much they have grown over the past school year.  On 

Wednesday, May 18, we will be having an end-of-the-year SMEDS Family Cook Out.  Our 

families, children, and staff will be heading to North Glynn Recreational Park for food, fel-

lowship, and fun!  We had a wonderful time last year and are looking forward to another fun 

family event. 
 

It's hard to believe that this school year at St. Mark's Day School is coming to close.  We 

have been so blessed this year!  The children and their families have enjoyed all our wonder-

ful activities and events during the past ten months.  Our day-school staff has worked hard 

to provide an excellent program filled with love, patience, and compassion.  We want to 

wish all the members of St. Mark's Episcopal Church a wonderful summer and thank you 

for your amazing support of this very important program! 
 

Much Blessings, 

Debbie Dougherty 

Director 
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Christian Men's Fellowship - Project #152 Completed  
 

  Thanks be to God for another ideal day to build a wheelchair ramp.   We had a great group of men, 

and although we missed the engineering expertise of Chris Milner and Joe Malbasa, we managed to complete 

the ramp even without sufficient 2 x 4s (my fault).  

 Elder Free offered a prayer of dedication for this ramp, this home, and Hank Fahl, the owner, who is 

a member of St. Mark’s.  The most poignant moment was when Hank came out the door with his walker and 

said it had been three years since he had been able to go out into his back yard.    

 Again, many thanks to all of our participants. 

Pictured Left to Right:  Robert Fox, Bill Pelligrini,  
Pete Durand, Hank Fahl, Jug MacKenzie, Danny 
Grace, Elder Free, and Elder Arave 
 
NOT Pictured:  Ricky Fox and Peyton Lingle 

While not quite as elegant as some recent 
projects turned out, we managed to do a 
very good job under the conditions (unlike 
any we have dealt with heretofore).   

   Peyton Lingle 

IT’S GRADUATION TIME AGAIN 

Attention parents of graduating seniors:   

 If you would like your graduates to be 

featured in the June Lion and Sunday bulle-

tin, please send pictures, name of high 

school or college graduating from, college 

attending next year, activities, honors, etc., 

to office@saintmarksepiscopal.com, before 

May 16.    
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UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR 

 
 

Thursday, May 5, National Day of Prayer  

Tuesday, May 24, Deadline for submitting Lion articles to office@saintmarksepiscopal.com 

Monday, May 30, Memorial Day—OFFICE CLOSED 

 
 

Please check your Sunday bulletins and the church bulletin boards for the weekly calendar. 
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 2016 VESTRY 

      
Term 
Expires Areas of Emphasis 

Senior Warden:      
Turner, Bill 

813/503-9027 (c), 
634-0249 (H) tbill5253@gmail.com 2018 Evangelism 

Junior Warden:     
Smith, Chris 230-8985 (c) marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com 2017 Hospitality 

VESTRY MEMBERS 

Bokker, Ava 479/903-4984 (c) avabokker1@gmail.com 2016 Teen and Youth 

Broderick, Andy 996-7609 (c) broderick4088 @gmail.com 2016 Teen and Youth 

Buerstatte, Jeff 912-665-1311 jstetta@gmail.com 2018 Hospitality 

Curry, Kay 399-1807 (c) kaycurry@gmail.com 2017 Stewardship 

Harrell, Mary 
223-1626 (c);                 
634-8425 (H) mary31522@bellsouth.net 2016 Teen and Youth 

Perry, Bob 617-1913 (c) perr5076@bellsouth.net 2018 Evangelism 

Perry, Kelli 
264-6494 (H);        
404/759-7387 (c) kellip30305 @yahoo.com 2016 Stewardship 

Sellars, BJ 229/251-3545 sellars253@gmail.com 2018 Hospitality  

Simpson, Rena 602-9798 (c) renasimp@yahoo.com 2017 Evangelism 

Youngner, Alan 
602-4241 (c);          
264-8316 (H) 12watts@bellsouth.net 2017 Stewardship 

The Reverend Alan 
Akridge 912-265-0600 aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com   Rector 

Youngner, Sydneye Clerk of the Vestry       

Harrell, Wallace Chancellor of the Vestry     
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