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RECTOR’S LETTER
Dear St. Mark’s Family:
EYCrox is so blessed to have Mary Catherine Lyons among us! As we move into our
first summer together, it is exciting to recall the distance we’ve traveled together and
the future God has planned.
Sunday School is so blessed to have Lynne Emery among us! Watching Lynne love our kids reminds us of just how important it is to be in worship together as often as possible.
The Youth Service two Sundays ago was a witness to what happens when dedicated and encouraging Christians converge from the four areas of our energy…
Sharing brought Street Beat kids among us, but only because of the hard work and loving care offered by Kaki, Kelli, Trisha, and countless others who simply refuse to give up on kids. Having
Kayla in the pulpit was proof…God makes a way. Caring brought adult volunteer ushers, lay ministers, and a host of others alongside our young people so that they were able to lead us together
in worship!
Maturing brought Ben Butin to the pulpit after 18 years. Hearing his story was proof that it takes
more than just great parents and great coaches and great friends. It takes a wider family that
never lets go and never gives up.
All of these came together for one of the best worship services I have ever been a part of. God
showed up. And God showed off!
In 2011, I wrote a letter to you about this concept. It bears repeating here:
I have a garden. Well, not much of one. It is on the patio planter behind our house, and the only
things I’ve ever grown there, other than weeds, are tomatoes. Each spring is the same no matter
where I am. I try to find a good spot and scrape away the winter
(continued on next page)
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accumulation of detritus that hinders growth. I till up the soil, mix in some fertilizer, and drop in
some small tomato plants (Starting from seeds scares me!). At first, the little tomatoes are about 2
to 4 inches high and are little bright green sprigs that seem to have so much potential. They’ve
been nurtured in some greenhouse since the late winter, and now they are ready to be planted.
There is a little bit of worry in transplanting. I have to make sure that the new little plants get plenty
of water in the first few days. I have to make sure that there are no caterpillars or weeds that try to
creep in and eat them. I have to make sure that they get plenty of sunshine. If I do these things:
make sure to keep them safe, make sure they are fed, have plenty of water, and watch over them
carefully, they’ll almost certainly grow well. But I also can’t do too much of any of these
things. Too much care is almost as bad as too little!
Then, after what seems like only a few days, they seem to TAKE OFF. They grow so fast that
they quickly become too big for their own trunks to support them. I then have to find some kind of
support like a tomato stake or a little circular “thingy” that looks like a cone-shaped fence to put
around them or to attach to them. This can be a precarious process because the limbs on the gangly plants are delicate in spite of their size. When attaching the supports, I have to be sure to be
careful with the twist ties. Too much pressure will break the little limbs. Too little will not provide
enough support. The same is generally true for the cone “thingys,” too. But I know from experience that without these supports, they’ll topple over and die.
After a couple of months of care, I begin to see the little flowers and then, finally, they begin to bear
fruit. No matter what anyone says, homegrown tomatoes taste better than any I’ve found in
stores. There is no fancy way that someone else can do it that will make them better tomatoes. They just need personal care from someone who sees their potential. I am not a very good
gardener, but tomatoes are forgiving plants, and they seem to do well if I spend some time with
them each week. It is worth all the work in the end! From BLT’s to home-made salsa, there is no
end to the goodness if I do my job well. All from a few little tomato plants.
Wait, was I supposed to write something about kids?
In Christ,
Father Alan+

OUR OWN ST. MARK’S MEMBER,
TOMMY TOWNSEND,
ORDAINED TO THE DIACONATE
On Saturday, May 14, Bishop Benhase ordained four persons to the Sacred Order of Deacons: Ian Lasch of St. Augustine’s, Augusta;
Tommy Townsend of St. Mark’s, Brunswick; Donald Holland of Grace Church, Waycross; and Ray
Whiting of St. Alban’s, Augusta. Canon Logue
preached the ordination sermon. The Diocese
thanks St. Paul the Apostle, Savannah, for hosting
the ordination liturgy.
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CONGRATULATIONS GRADUATES!
The following three graduates are members of St. Mark’s:
Ben Butin, the son of Father John and Mary Butin, graduated from Glynn Academy with
highest honors. Ben was named a GA Outstanding Senior, is a member of the National
Honor Society, President of the Spanish NHS, and co-captain of the varsity basketball team.
He earned the rank of Eagle Scout last year and plans to attend the University of Georgia
this fall. The grandson of Pam and Frank McGeachy, Ben was baptized at Saint Mark’s and
has been active here his entire life.
Emiko Karulynn Diaz graduated from the College of Coastal Georgia with a bachelor’s
degree in Business, Health Information. She is the daughter of Janeen Kluska, wife of Jesus
Alexis Diaz, and the mother of Eva. Emiko is sister to Nobuki, Keiko, Kenji and Akira Stobaeus. At CCGA, she was on the Dean’s List and President’s List. She plans a long summer
vacation visiting family.

Kelsie Elizabeth Lambert is the daughter of Cheri Taylor and the granddaughter of the late
Mallye Taylor. She graduated Cum Laude from the College of Coastal Georgia with a
Bachelor of Science in Psychology, with a concentration in Human Services. She plans to
attend graduate school and become a licensed clinical social worker.

Other graduates:
Allison Lang Fiveash, granddaughter of James and Clara Fiveash, graduated from Northside High School in
Atlanta on May 26. She will be attending Ole Miss in the fall.
Caroline Myers Fiveash, granddaughter of James and Clara Fiveash, received her Bachelor of Science in
Nursing from the College of Coastal Georgia in May. In 2014 she graduated from the University of Georgia
with a Bachelor of Science in Biology.
John Sumter Fiveash, grandson of James and Clara Fiveash, graduated on May 14 from Westminster High
School in Atlanta. He will be attending Georgia Tech in the fall.
Perri Bess MacKenzie, oldest granddaughter of Jug and Nancy MacKenzie, received her associate degree in
Fine Arts/Painting, with honors, from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn, New York. The graduation ceremony was
held on May 17 in Radio City Music Hall. She plans to go into scenic painting for theater and film and stay
in the New York City area.
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“Success doesn't just come and find you. You have to go and get it.” Quotes To Live By
Through the hard work and dedication of our staff and volunteers, hello,
Goodbuy® experienced record success in the month of April. The store
brought in over $42,000 in sales!! As the donations continued to pour in
over the past couple of months, any outside observer would have seen a daunting and futile task for the store.
As always, we pulled through and faced this challenge head on. According to an anonymous source,
“Teamwork divides and multiplies success.” We can attest to this power, as the combined teamwork of our
tireless worker bees has been, and continues to be, the driving force of our success. With a deep breath and
the 'one box or bag at a time' mentality, our volunteers and staff enable the store to prosper and continue supporting our community's needs.
“Mentoring is a two-way street. You get out what you put in.” -Steve Washington
We followed up one record success with yet another! Our May Dollar Day Sale, which, as always, was held
on the first Saturday of the month, was the most successful one we have ever had! Through the sales in the
annex building alone, we raised over $1,000. The proceeds from this sale were donated to the Glynn Academy Terror Buddies Program. As a representative for this program, Brenda Haywood, a teacher at Glynn
Academy, volunteered her services during the sale. The Glynn Academy Terror Buddies is a mentoring program for the school's special needs students. The students on both ends of this mentoring program are exposed to relationships, opportunities, and life experiences that may have been lost to them otherwise. Thus,
this program provides an uplifting experience for all of those involved. In was an honor to dedicate the earnings from our most successful Dollar Day Sale to such a worthy program! Speaking of giving back, we are
excited to announce a VERY SPECIAL upcoming event. To be held along with our Giving Back Ceremony
on July 9, we will be celebrating our FIVE-YEAR ANNIVERSARY!! We are planning something really special, so we hope to see you there! Stay tuned for more details...
“The expert in anything was once a beginner.” -Quotes to Live By
We would like to recognize the hard work of our newest employee, Angela Rash,
who was recently hired as a part-time cashier. Working 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. five
days a week, her presence has been a real blessing to the store. She has proven to be
responsible, reliable, and all-in-all good at what she does. Knowing that the register
is in her capable hands allows us to put our full attention on processing and handling
the donations which continue to pour into the back room. Not only is she proving to
be good at her job, but she is also hitting it off really well with our customers. Her
bright smile is a warm and welcoming presence for everyone who comes through the
door. In addition to Angela, we are hoping to soon bring in an additional part-time
worker. We are hopeful that this will be a valuable step in helping to 'divide and
multiply' the success of the store!
Louisa Nightingale, Community Liaison, hello, Goodbuy®
CALLING ALL service-minded individuals!! Your hello, Goodbuy® thrift store is looking for volunteers to
help sort the overflow of clothes in the annex building next door to the main store. Board member, Rena
Simpson, is leading the charge to find individuals with time to give on the second Sunday of each month between the hours of 1:00 p.m. and 5:00 p.m. The next opportunity is Sunday, June 12. Please contact Rena
Simpson at renasimp@yahoo.com or (912) 602-9798 to find out how you can volunteer!
"The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others" -Gandhi
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Junior Warden Report
May 31, 2016
I am so pleased to announce that we are in the final stages of our HVAC project. Although we
were essentially complete in February, ahead of schedule, we had to wait to have both the
manufacturer’s representative and Georgia Power certify the system, which was done last
week.
The only remaining work to be done is the rear wall repair in the parish hall and the fencing
outside around the units. Materials for the parish hall were delivered today, and work will
commence this week. I expect it will be complete in two weeks’ time.
The fencing has been submitted to the city for approval, and once we have that signed off,
work will begin immediately.
I would like to personally thank each and every one of you for being so supportive and for
your patience as this project progressed. Hopefully, we will have the remaining two items
complete within the next month.
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Smith

Stew’s Hip
Are You a Committed, Creative, Critical Thinker?
Help Wanted: Three to four persons interested in shaping strategies to sup-

port our church’s mission. Willingness to work with a team, creative thinking
for short and long-term goals, and absolute faith in God’s blessing are the
minimum requirements. Interested parishioners may apply to vestry reps Kelli Perry, Alan Youngner, or Kay Curry. (See contact information in the service bulletin or website.)
As vestry members tagged with ”stewardship” for the parish, we know we need the help of more
capable and talented minds and bodies as we plan for our future. We know that each of you have
ideas – about our annual campaign, about other opportunities for creative giving, and about how
we can incorporate stewardship into our faith in action. We invite you to join us. Do you have
legal or investment knowledge to share? Do you have artistic talents that we can use? Are you vitally interested in what happens to your monetary gifts to St. Mark’s? If so, let us know.
We need three to four people to complete our team by June 15. Daunting though an annual giving campaign may be, we are not called to be successful; we are called to be faithful. Please consider a short-term commitment in offering your talent and time to further the mission of St. Mark’s.
This column, Stew’s Hip, is your monthly reminder that stewardship is a year-long focus. And although the title is an abbreviation, may it remind us that there are no shortcuts in stewardship.
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Christian Men's Fellowship - Project #153 Completed
The smallest crew in many years built this wheelchair ramp, which was completed by 1:30
p.m. on Saturday, May 7. The temperature when we started was a cool 50+ degrees, but it got very
warm as the day wore on, especially since there was no shade. As is often the case, we had to improvise. Instead of two 5-ft x 5-ft platforms, we had to start the 48-inch-wide ramp 10-ft long at the
threshold to a 4-ft x 4-ft platform and then finishing with a 12-ft ramp. We were limited in the distance of travel before turning, by a dollhouse. Many thanks to the hard work done by our men. Here
is our intrepid crew: Jug MacKenzie, Robert Fox, Chris Milner, Pete Durand, and Bill Pelligrini.
Not pictured: Peyton Lingle

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
Chapter 0550-S
St. Mark’s
Original Charter 1879
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew would like to thank the great parishioners of St. Mark’s for their
help with PB&J Sunday. You all contributed, including monetary donations, over 250 jars of peanut butter and jelly to the PB&J ministry. Thanks to you, that ministry at Glynn Academy will
finish out the school year and be all set for school startup in August.
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a national/international ministry based upon the activities of
prayer, study, and service, with the goal of bringing men and youth to Christ.
Anyone who might have questions regarding the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, please contact Bill
Turner at tbill5253@gmail.com or RV Cate at rxcate@yahoo.com.
The next regular meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be held on Thursday, June 16, at
6:00 p.m., in the Parish Hall with dinner. All men of the parish are invited to attend!!!!
PRAYER, STUDY, & SERVICE
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MANNA HOUSE
A Ministry of Food, Fun, and Fellowship
Over 1,000 hot lunches have been prepared and served at Manna House since St.
Mark’s reignited this ministry last year. The opportunity to serve our neighbors is
coming up again on the 5th Wednesday, June 29. Since school is out, we are expecting about 200 guests; and yes, our youth are encouraged to participate in this awesome ministry. As always, Manna House provides the food and supplies, and we provide the hands, feet, and heart of Jesus. If you want to know what it is really like to
serve at Manna House, just ask one of the many volunteers…here are a few: Judy
Lyons, Betty Smith, Lolly Jackson, Rita Spalding, Andy Broderick, Trisha and Bobby
Perry, Jane Lafferty, Patsy Lloyd, and Richard Cowan. You can also contact Tess
Stuermer at 770-309-6623 or email her at ssitess@att.net.
Thanks and God bless!
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2016 VESTRY
Term
Expires Areas of Emphasis
Senior Warden:
Turner, Bill

813/503-9027 (c),
634-0249 (H)
tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

Junior Warden:
Smith, Chris

230-8985 (c)

2017

Hospitality

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

VESTRY MEMBERS
Bokker, Ava

479/903-4984 (c)

avabokker1@gmail.com

2016

Teen and Youth

Broderick, Andy

996-7609 (c)

broderick4088 @gmail.com

2016

Teen and Youth

Buerstatte, Jeff

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Curry, Kay

399-1807 (c)

kaycurry@gmail.com

2017

Stewardship

Harrell, Mary

223-1626 (c);
634-8425 (H)

mary31522@bellsouth.net

2016

Teen and Youth

perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

Evangelism

Perry, Kelli

617-1913 (c)
264-6494 (H);
404/759-7387 (c)

kellip30305 @yahoo.com

2016

Stewardship

Sellars, BJ

229/251-3545

sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Simpson, Rena

602-9798 (c)

renasimp@yahoo.com

2017

Evangelism

12watts@bellsouth.net

2017

Stewardship

Perry, Bob

602-4241 (c);
Youngner, Alan
264-8316 (H)
The Reverend Alan
Akridge
912-265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Rector

Youngner, Sydneye Clerk of the Vestry
Harrell, Wallace

Chancellor of the Vestry

UPCOMING EVENTS CALENDAR
Saturday, June 4, 11:30-2:00, ECW Luncheon, Brunswick Country Club
Monday, June 6-Friday, June 10, Camp St. Mark, Honey Creek
Monday, June 6-Friday, June 10, and Monday, June 13-Friday, June 17, SMEDS Art Camp
Please check your Sunday bulletins and the church bulletin boards for the weekly calendar.
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