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RECTOR’S LETTER
Dear St. Mark’s:
A new sophomore pads quietly into his parents’ room at 1:30 a.m. the day before the first day of school. Anxiety permeates the near tearful lament that their summer reading assignment will not be completed. Later, a grandmother returns from the
airport, and her car leaves the roadway, flipping, and hurling her into the ER at Savannah Memorial. Still later, a disabled bachelor returns from the VA waiting in pain
for the knee brace he needs in order to return to worship. About the same time, a
young man finishes his last piece of bacon (maybe forever) because next week he is leaving for a
strict Muslim country called Djibouti (ja’-boo-tea), Africa, where he feels called to take the gospel
of Christ, as a missionary and relief worker in one of the poorest, most dangerous, places on the
planet. Meanwhile, traffic was backed up across the whole Golden Isles because 92-year-old Mr.
Ernie Andrus, USN ret., was finishing a two-year journey, literally running from the west coast to
our island and the east coast. Simultaneously, others who are connected to St. Mark’s are preparing for the stewardship season kickoff, working on establishing an Episcopal presence at the College of Coastal Georgia, setting up our online store, writing a sermon, preparing for a wedding, and
praying for healing.
At this time of year, it’s easy to become so consumed with the daily grind of life that we
wish our lives were easier, more simple. But let me reassure you with Jesus’ own words from last
week: "Little Flock, don’t you know it is your father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” Breathe. Rest.
A gentleman I know who won a battle with stage four cancer reminded me: none of us
knows what any of us is carrying or how heavy (or light) our crosses are. The point is that, “The
winner of the rat race is still a rat.” We are not in a race. We are not competing with anyone. We
are on a journey, and we are, all of us, on the same team.
(continued on next page)
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The young man was at the end of his rope. Seeing no way out, he dropped to his knees in
prayer. "Lord, I can't go on," he said. "I have too heavy a cross to bear.” The Lord replied, "My
son, if you can't bear it's weight, just place your cross inside this room.” He led the beleaguered
man into a large room filled with all shapes and sizes of crosses. “Choose the one you wish to carry, and I will return this afternoon.”
The man was filled with relief. “Thank you, Lord,” he sighed, and did as he was told. As he
looked around the room, he saw many different crosses; some so large that the tops were not visible. Some were so small, they seemed easy. The young man set down his cross and then began
to test them all, one after another. Finally, when he’d finished, he parked his new cross by the
door and was waiting when the Lord returned. "I'd like that one, Lord,” he said triumphantly. And
the Lord replied, "My son, that's the cross you brought in.”
This fall, let us run with perseverance and joy, the race that is set before us, striving to keep
our eyes fixed on Christ and giving thanks for the journey and the company!
Fr. Alan+

Outreach Ministry – Street Beat
A primary focus in our community is to increase our high-school graduation
rate. As part of our outreach ministries, we work closely with two programs working
with some of the most at-risk children in our community. Safe Harbor Children’s Center’s Street Beat program reaches out to homeless and runaway youth. It provides
support and services such as food, clothing, and shelter; personal hygiene supplies;
and even education and employment assistance. The mission of the Street Beat outreach program is to increase the safety, well-being, and self-sufficiency of young people, and to help them build permanent connections with caring adults.
Most homeless youth in our community are couch surfing, staying for short periods of time with various friends and family. All teens in the program are enrolled in
Glynn County schools. Four nights a week the teens are provided counseling and tutoring in a house provided to the program by the health system. Every Tuesday night
we provide them with a good home-cooked meal. We prepare enough food for twelve.
Teams of three to four can easily do this. We have the first three weeks of the month
covered and need to put together a team that can prepare food for the fourth Tuesday
of each month.
Amazingly, almost all of the teens are maintaining an A or B average in their
studies; and they have dreams of going to college or on to other professional training.
This last school year seven of our teens graduated from high school. If you would like
to become a part of this outreach ministry, please contact Kaki Thurber at 638-9794,
or email her at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.

Cursillo Ultreya
ATTENTION: All who have been to Cursillo and all of you who plan to attend the next Cursillo on October 6 – 9, 2016. Please join us in the St. Mark’s
parish hall on September 9, at 7:00 p.m., for Ultreya.
Please bring a covered dish to share. We will hear a witness talk and a clergy
response. We will have a primitive reunion, and a list of team and participants
who are attending the October Cursillo. Call Rose Wilson at 506-9799 if you
need a ride to Ultreya. PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
CHAPTER S-0550
ORIGINALLY CHARTERED 1879
Get ready for some delicious smoked Boston butts!!!!!
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be smoking a limited number of Boston butts on October
21. You can pick up your preordered delicious smoked Boston butt in the Parish Hall on Saturday, October 22, from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
We will begin taking orders beginning Sunday, September 11, and will stop taking orders
Sunday, October 9. A great bargain at $30 each, make sure to order early, as we are offering
only a limited number of smoked Boston butts. You can purchase order tickets from any
Brotherhood member beginning September 15.
Proceeds will go towards the Brotherhood of St. Andrew Christmas outreach project. Please
place your order early before we’re sold out!!!!
In August we were pleased to be able to contribute towards the purchase of backpacks for
our Morningstar children.
Our participation in providing dinners for twelve Street Beat children during the school year
resumes September 13.
The Third Annual All Men’s BBQ Dinner (FREE), sponsored by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, will be held Thursday, September 15, in the Parish Hall, beginning at 6:00 p.m. ALL
MEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED TO ATTEND!!!!!!
ORDER YOUR SMOKED BOSTON BUTTS BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 11!!!

PRAYER, STUDY & SERVICE!!!
ECW News………………..
Although it’s been summer, our ECW activities have continued. On Monday, August 15, we
sponsored the Boo Hoo Breakfast for our day school moms and dads. After dropping their child at
school, they joined us in the parish hall for some delicious food, some Kleenex, and a gift bag that
included a mug with a gift certificate for a free cup of coffee from Daddy Cate’s.
St. Mary’s Guild had a summer get-together lunch at the Sanctuary Cove Club House. They
collected dried beans and rice for the St. Athanasius Food Pantry and plan to host one of the Sunday
receptions after the 10:15 service in September.
St. Margaret’s Guild is planning a luncheon on September 20 at Lolly Jackson’s house. The
group is going retro and bringing foods their mothers served for their luncheons. Think aspic, chicken salad, and lemon bars. Extra points will be given if a good story is attached to the recipe.
ECW joined with others in the parish to host the students from Morningstar Children’s Services on Sunday, August 14. School supplies were collected and delivered to Morningstar.
The Backpack Team is back to work packing 35 backpacks of weekend food for children at
Burroughs Mollette Elementary School.
The representatives of the organizations included in the Episcopal Church Women meet on
the second Monday of every month at 11:00. All are welcome to attend.
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“Summer ends, and Autumn comes, and he who would have it otherwise would have a high tide always and a full moon every night.”
School is back in session, and the summer has come and gone, leaving
behind plenty of heat, of course! The season flew by here at the store,
and we stayed busy. From shoppers to donators, every day has been filled with plenty of action,
and the parking lot was almost always full. To round off the summer, our final Dollar Day sales
went to benefit Morningstar Children and Family Services. We are happy to announce that we were
able to raise $650 in sales from the day's event to pass along to this wonderful organization. All of
our shoppers were excited to learn more about their group, and they even had a few people ask
about volunteer opportunities.
Pictured you will find store employee Cynthia Epps and volunteer Mardi Johnston getting in some
quality puppy time. We always look forward to visits from our customers with their furry friends!
The particular cutie pictured in the photo, as you can see, was welcomed with eager and open arms!
This year the store has continued to build upon its success. With this growth we find ourselves asking, “What is the next step?” What can we do to meet the growing needs of the store? The biggest
thing that we need right now is HELP. We are blessed to continue to receive more and more donations with more and more shoppers. However, at this time we find ourselves struggling to keep up
with the processing needs of the store. We are asking all of our volunteers to reach out to at least
one person to give 3 hours a week to the store. Do you know someone who has a few extra hours to
spare during the week? The St. Mark's Episcopal Church Thrift Store needs your help to fill in the
gaps and help to meet the needs of this growing outreach ministry.

Louisa Nightingale
hello, Goodbuy®

D O Chesnut’s Honor flight to Washington DC
During the Honor Flight to Washington DC in May of 2016, D O
Chesnut was given a flag. Following the trip, he wanted to donate the
flag to the Boy Scout Troop that meets at St. Mark's Episcopal Church.
On Sunday, August 14, Scout Master Scott Dahl visited Mr. Chesnut
and was presented the flag for use by the scouts.
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SAINT MARK’S EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL UPDATE
St. Mark's Episcopal Day School is excited to be participating again in the DNR's annual Coast Fest
on Saturday, October 1. Coast Fest is a huge community event that highlights Georgia's unique coastal environment in a family-friendly day of fun and education. The day school will be selling baked goods, snacks,
drinks, and snow cones to raise funds for our program. This is our school's biggest fundraiser of the year.
The funds raised from this event allow us to offer scholarships and discounts to our day school families who
otherwise would not be able to send their children to preschool. This fundraiser also supports special events
at our school, including: Fall Festival, trip to the Ritz Theatre, Family Thanksgiving Feast, 4-H education
program, and our end-of-the-year family picnic.
In order to make this event a success, we need the help and support of the St. Mark's Episcopal
Church family. We are asking for donations of baked goods to sell at this event. Brownies, bar cookies,
cupcakes, muffins, cookies, are just a few ideas of items that we would like to sell. Items should be brought
in already individually bagged and ready for sale. We are planning on selling items for $1.00 or $2.00 depending on the size of the goodie. We would also love whole cakes or pies to be sold for a higher price.
Please feel free to get creative with the packaging of the goodies. We will begin collecting baked items the
week of Monday, September 26. Baked goods brought in before Thursday, September 29, will be stored in
the freezer to assure freshness. We are also in need of volunteers the day of the event to help us sell food.
Please contact Debbie at 265-1090 or email ddougherty@saintmarksepiscopal.com for more information. Thank you so much for your continued support of St. Mark's Episcopal Day School!
Debbie Dougherty, Director

Stew’s Hip
Inspiration for Stewardship Theme Found in Revelation
Most of the time, a plea to serve on the stewardship team draws a resounding, “Ugh, no thanks!”
Delving into money matters, asking for money from friends and family, and setting goals with the possibility
of a shortfall is not everyone’s idea of a good time. “Let me serve on the stewardship committee,” said no
one, ever.
Kelli Perry, Alan Youngner, and I drew the stewardship short straw at the vestry retreat in January.
We didn’t speak up in time to join the hospitality, evangelism, or youth assignments. We were the last unclaimed vestry at the time. We knew we needed help, that the task was too big for the three of us. Our action plan reports at vestry meetings were “brief,” much to the dismay of senior warden Bill Turner.
Fast forward to late July, and it was time to get serious. With the help of a nudge from Fr. Alan, we
created a time line, an ambitiously short one, and threw out names of those members we might coerce into
helping with the campaign; and thanks be to God, they said “yes.”
So the four of us assembled for our by-now regular Thursday roundtable with the addition of Greg
Wellstead, Ruth Kent, Brooks and Barrett Thompson, Rita Spalding, RV Cate, and our creative mastermind,
Jonathan Havens. We’re at the starting line with a target ingathering on October 2.
Jonathan challenged us to give the campaign a theme, an identity, one that would evoke the giving
gene in parishioners. We found our inspiration in the Bible. No surprise there, as it is rich with references to
giving freely, joyfully. But in Revelation? In the epilogue of Revelation, four verses from the end of Revelation and thus the end of the Bible (at least the King James Version)!
In Revelation 22:17 Jesus says, “And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth
say, Come. And let him that is athirst, Come. And whosever will, let him take the water of life freely.” So we
asked our collective selves, “Whosoever?” We hope the answer is “All of us.”
Kay Curry
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2016 VESTRY
Term
Expires Areas of Emphasis
Senior Warden:
Turner, Bill

813/503-9027 (c),
634-0249 (H)
tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

Junior Warden:
Smith, Chris

230-8985 (c)

2017

Hospitality

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

VESTRY MEMBERS
Bokker, Ava

479/903-4984 (c)

avabokker1@gmail.com

2016

Teen and Youth

Broderick, Andy

996-7609 (c)

broderick4088 @gmail.com

2016

Teen and Youth

Buerstatte, Jeff

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Curry, Kay

399-1807 (c)

kaycurry@gmail.com

2017

Stewardship

Harrell, Mary

223-1626 (c);
634-8425 (H)

mary31522@bellsouth.net

2016

Teen and Youth

perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

Evangelism

Perry, Kelli

617-1913 (c)
264-6494 (H);
404/759-7387 (c)

kellip30305 @yahoo.com

2016

Stewardship

Sellars, BJ

229/251-3545

sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Simpson, Rena

602-9798 (c)

renasimp@yahoo.com

2017

Evangelism

12watts@bellsouth.net

2017

Stewardship

Perry, Bob

602-4241 (c);
Youngner, Alan
264-8316 (H)
The Reverend Alan
Akridge
912-265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Rector

Youngner, Sydneye Clerk of the Vestry
Harrell, Wallace

Chancellor of the Vestry

Did you know that Sunday, September 11, is
Grandparents’ Day?

Upcoming Events Calendar
Sunday, August 28, 10:15 a.m., Time and Talent Sunday
Monday, September 5, Labor Day, OFFICE CLOSED

Please check your Sunday bulletins and the church bulletin boards for the weekly calendar.
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