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Dear St. Mark’s:

RECTOR’S LETTER

Sometimes, if you are like me, you wonder if the resources and time devoted to the lives of the
children in our midst are having any impact. Will you be wondering as you make your way to
worship this Sunday with your pledge card in hand, struggling to get the kids dressed, or
fighting the urge to sleep in? Are you are wondering whether it’s all worth it, whether we have
fulfilled the promises we made at their baptisms?
On September 18, six of our children attended Happening at Honey Creek. It’s a youth retreat sponsored by
the diocese and a “once in a lifetime” opportunity to meet Christ “face to face.”
As they all walked into the chapel of Our Savior at the closing Eucharist singing…
As the music grew louder and the praise more vocal...
As the expectant eyes of mothers, grandmothers, aunts, uncles, brothers, and sisters met the eyes of their
children…
As the tears of joy flowed…
It was like we all were transported back to where we once knew without question how much Christ loved
us. It was simultaneously like we all glimpsed that God is still on the throne and that Love wins. So if you
were wondering if that time and those resources were having any impact on our children, I offer the following
from one candidate:
"I never really took the time to step back and look at the bigger picture. I used to view youth group as a social
gathering, a time during which I got to see friends; but since then my views have drastically changed, and I
have realized that it's simply so much more than that. EYCRox is, in a sense, a second family to me, despite
the fact that I haven't really been a part of this small group very long. Nevertheless, they have made me feel
included, valued, and loved. Our meetings are always something that I can look forward to every other week,
and I believe and hope that in the future I will look back on my little group from Saint Mark’s with a smile on
my face.”
As long as I live, I will never forget the faces of those children; and I will never forget seeing the eyes of my
own son and knowing, without a doubt that the answer to the question above is,
"Yes! Thanks Be To God. Allelulia! Allelulia!"

(continued on next page)
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As we celebrate the ending of our 2017 annual campaign,
I am so grateful to Whosoever: Kay, Alan Y., Kelli, Ruth,
Jonathan, Brooks, Barrett, Greg, and RV! Thank You, St.
Mark’s! Whosoever is YOU!
With gratitude and thanksgiving, I am,
Sincerely,
Fr. Alan+

Stew’s Hip

Stewardship Campaign Goal

With our campaign ingathering on Sunday, October 2, only a couple of days away, the response to pleas from
the Stewardship Team has been ah-ma-zing! As this Lion is published, we have reached almost 80% of our goal in both
money and number of pledge cards. By the time of our ingathering luncheon on Sunday, we hope to be near 100%.
Well done, good and faithful servants!
Sometimes as a church body, we become very focused on the Sunday morning worship experience: the time of
the service, hymn selection, liturgical wording, Rite One or Rite Two. As we have received letters from our outreach
partners, shared with you each week as bulletin inserts, I have been reminded that St. Mark’s is about much more than
what happens on Sunday mornings.
As stewards of God’s gifts, we should remain mindful that our beautiful OLD building requires a lot of TLC,
and that sometimes comes at a high price. This building serves not only as our worship space, but also provides sanctuary to the recovery community twice a week, classroom space for an EfM group, a place to store and pack food for hungry children, meeting space for Christian businessmen who meet once monthly, a place for the Day School to hold
chapel each month, and a kitchen where the children create crafts.
As stewards of God’s gifts, St. Mark’s nurtured a thrift store into a thriving resale store which has given away
more than $300,000 in five years – to homeless teens, abused women, educational and sports programs for youth, elder
health care, literacy programs, to name only a few! As stewards of God’s gifts, this church nurtured a low-income independent living facility that provides sanctuary for our elders. Reaching way back, as stewards of God’s gifts, this church
laid the foundation for the Glynn County public school system. An attempt to compile a list of St. Mark’s and its people’s contributions to this corner of God’s kingdom would be woefully inadequate and incomplete.
Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church has the well-earned reputation of never saying no. Your response to the stewardship campaign underscores and defines that reputation. It is with deep gratitude that your Stewardship team says
Thank You!!
Kay Curry, Kelli Perry, Alan Youngner, Ruth Kent, Greg Wellstead, Brooks and Barrett Thompson, Jonathan Havens.

QUALIFICATIONS FOR VESTRY MEMBERS
In advance of the St. Mark’s Annual Meeting scheduled for Sunday, December 11, the Vestry and
the nominating committee are looking for nominees to fill four (4) upcoming Vestry vacancies. The
qualifications for those wishing to be nominated are:

Shall be 18 years of age or older

Shall be a communicant in good standing, which is described as those who have:
o been Baptized at St. Mark’s or in another Christian Church or
o been Confirmed or Reaffirmed at St. Mark’s or
o been Received at St. Mark’s and
o received Holy Communion at St. Mark’s at least three times during this preceding
year and
o been faithful in corporate worship, working, praying, and giving for the previous
year
If you are interested in being nominated, please speak to a member of the Vestry. Thank you for
your consideration to serve.
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
CHAPTER S-0550
ORIGINALLY CHARTERED 1879

St. Mark’s Church

Smoked Boston Pork Butts: The Brotherhood is selling smoked Boston butts for $30 each. You can purchase one of these delicious pork butts from any Brotherhood member or in the Parish Hall every Sunday
after the 10:15 a.m. service. The Boston butts will be cooked/smoked on October 21, and you can pick up
your preordered Boston butt in the Parish Hall on Saturday, October 22, from 10:00 a.m.– 2:00 p.m.
The last day to order is Sunday, October 9, after the 10:15 a.m. service. All proceeds from the Boston
butt sales will go towards the Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s Christmas outreach to a family in need. If
you have any questions, please contact Bill: email: tbill5253@gmail.com, or call cell phone: 813-503-9027.
The Third Annual All Men’s Parish BBQ was a Blast! (See Pictures) This event was held on September
fifteenth. We had a great turnout, great fellowship, and no one went home hungry!
Next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew:
The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be Thursday, October 20, at 6:00 p.m. in
the Parish Hall with dinner, for a $5.00 donation. ALL MEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED!!!!!!

Prayer and Service

The United Thank Offering is a personal and family devotional program of the
Episcopal Church. Founded by women in 1889 in support of women missionaries,
it has grown to become a world-wide effort to meet compelling human needs and
expand the mission and ministry of the church.
We accomplish this by giving thanks for our many blessings, and dropping coins in
our blue boxes. These coins added to coins from around the world are then given
back in the form of grants. In June it was announced that Honey Creek was awarded a grant totaling $35,580 to develop an ecology center. The grant was one of 32 awarded by the
UTO this year.
To quote Honey Creek Director, our own Dade Brantley, "We are excited and grateful for the support of the United Thank Offering. The UTO grant award allows us to connect our guests more fully
to the unique beauty of Honey Creek. The ecology center isn't just about a few structures on campus - it's a place to experience God in a new way and get inspired to care for God's gifts."
Now is the time to pick up your blue box from the narthex. The Fall Ingathering at St. Mark’s will be
on November 6. What are you thankful for?
Judy Lyons
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“Unity is strength...when there is teamwork and collaboration, wonderful things can be achieved.”
-Mattie J.T. Stepanek
(Former Peace Advocate and Motivational Speaker)
The weekend of September 24 marked the eighth annual Golden Elephant Sale. For those who aren't
familiar, proceeds from the upscale resale marketplace benefit the Coastal Symphony of Georgia. This
marks the fourth year that the orchestraters of the event have relied on hello, Goodbuy® to come in to
pack up everything that remained and bring it back to the store as a donation. In years past we have
always needed to gather a large crew of people and vehicles to tackle this task, so when we got the call
a month ahead of the sale, we immediately got to work pulling everyone together. As time grew closer
to the actual event, we started to have some concerns about space, because of donations (blessings we
remind ourselves) continuously filling and refilling our back room in addition to our current shortage
of volunteers (especially on Fridays and Saturdays) to help process the merchandise. However, it
wasn't until we got the frantic call a week ahead of the sale saying that there were more donations than
ever before, with questions about whether or not we would be able to handle the load, that panic began
to set in. We immediately began to prepare, and when we thought we were prepared enough, we prepared some more. There was no way of knowing what we might be looking at on Saturday. Would we
need to rent a U-Haul? Did we need to get a storage unit for the possible overflow? Did we have enough
people and vehicles to pack, transport, load, and unload?
When the day arrived, we ultimately chose to put our faith in the crew of volunteers who had been organized to tackle the event. As always, when it comes to the amazing people who give their time and
energy to the needs of the store, that faith paid off. Because the sale didn't end until 4:00 p.m. Saturday
afternoon, we were preparing for a late night. The Golden Elephant group was expecting it to take us
five hours to pack up the event, and our amazing crew blew them away by accomplishing the daunting
task in under 45 minutes!! We want to recognize and thank this group of people for all of their hard
work and, without fail, always coming together to pull off the impossible. We want to give a special
shoutout to Rose Wilson, the Board of Advisors current chairperson, for leading the front in organizing the efforts to achieve this task and pulling together this group of people, even as she was preparing
to leave town. As a volunteer, Rose always goes above and beyond to meet the needs of the store. We
want to thank her for all that she does to support the Mission of this St. Mark's Outreach Ministry!
DOLLAR DAYS
On September third we celebrated the first Saturday of the month with our monthly Dollar Day Sale in
the Annex building. If you haven't made it to one of these sales, you are missing out on some amazing
deals!! All clothes and shoes in the Annex building are 3 for $1.00. At 33¢ an item, you can't go wrong!
We designate the proceeds of these sales to different groups in our community. For September, we
were able to raise $450 for the Glynn Academy Basketball Program to go towards purchasing some
much-needed supplies. For October's Dollar Day Sale, the proceeds will benefit Coastal Animal Rescue
Society, and we plan on making a special announcement to our customers. We are going to attempt to
open the Annex Building for business regularly every Friday and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Although these are the best days to open the Annex in terms of customer traffic, these are the two days
we have the least number of volunteers, a fact which could prevent us from keeping the Annex open on
a regular basis. Your hello, Goodbuy® Outreach Ministry needs your help to take on this new venture!
(continued on next page)
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Southeast Georgia Health System ARTrageous Bra Contest
With October comes the Annual ARTrageous Bra Contest to help raise money for breast cancer research. We like to support this contest by purchasing and entering a bra every year. You can find our
previous entries hanging in the store when you walk in the front door. This year, Board member Erin
Hirschhorn took our bra to Texas where she worked with her sister to create this year's entry. They
took old broken watches, beat them with hammers, and created a true work of art!! Last year's entry
won third place for us, and with your help this year we are aiming for the #1 Ribbon!! If you don't
know how the contest works, you cast your vote with your $$. Every $1.00 put towards our bra equals
a vote. Starting in October, you can vote online on the Southeast Georgia Health System's website OR
you can stop by the store where we will be collecting 'votes.' More important than winning a ribbon is
raising money to support the continued effort to understand, prevent, and defeat this disease. Please
help us in our efforts to raise money for this important cause!
Louisa Nightingale hello, Goodbuy

ECW News……
Fall has arrived, and all ECW groups are busy. St. Mary’s Guild met on September 14 in the parish hall. Upcoming events include a birthday dinner for residents of St. Mark’s Towers, dinner for the teens participating
in Street Beat, and cookies for the children at Morningstar Children’s services.
St. Margaret’s Guild had a luncheon on September 20 at Lolly Jackson’s. Members brought foods their
mothers served for their luncheons. Dinner will be prepared for the Street Beat teens on the first Tuesday of
the month.
ECW recently had the round oak table in the parish hall repaired and has purchased a tablecloth for it. We
also purchased tablecloths and table skirts for the round tables used for receptions.
We are looking forward to the visit from Bishop Benhase on October 9. There will be a reception in the parish hall provided by ECW following the service, and then a luncheon for the bishop and vestry members.
Members of ECW will be making a variety of baked goods to be sold to benefit St. Mark’s Day School during CoastFest on October 1.
Judy Lyons reported that the United Thank Offering Ingathering (UTO) will be held on November 6.
The representatives of the groups included in ECW meet on the second Monday of every month at 11:00 in
the parish hall. All are welcome to attend. The next meeting will be on October 10.

Kaki Thurber, President
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2016 VESTRY
Term
Expires Areas of Emphasis
Senior Warden:
Turner, Bill

813/503-9027 (c),
634-0249 (H)
tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

Junior Warden:
Smith, Chris

230-8985 (c)

2017

Hospitality

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

VESTRY MEMBERS
Bokker, Ava

479/903-4984 (c)

avabokker1@gmail.com

2016

Teen and Youth

Broderick, Andy

996-7609 (c)

broderick4088 @gmail.com

2016

Teen and Youth

Buerstatte, Jeff

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Curry, Kay

399-1807 (c)

kaycurry@gmail.com

2017

Stewardship

Harrell, Mary

223-1626 (c);
634-8425 (H)

mary31522@bellsouth.net

2016

Teen and Youth

perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

Evangelism

Perry, Kelli

617-1913 (c)
264-6494 (H);
404/759-7387 (c)

kellip30305 @yahoo.com

2016

Stewardship

Sellars, BJ

229/251-3545

sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Simpson, Rena

602-9798 (c)

renasimp@yahoo.com

2017

Evangelism

12watts@bellsouth.net

2017

Stewardship

Perry, Bob

602-4241 (c);
Youngner, Alan
264-8316 (H)
The Reverend Alan
Akridge
912-265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Rector

Youngner, Sydneye Clerk of the Vestry
Harrell, Wallace

Chancellor of the Vestry

Upcoming Events Calendar
Sunday, October 2, Pledge Campaign Ingathering and Luncheon
Sunday, October 9, Bishop’s Visitation
Wednesday, October 19, 26, November 2, 5:30 p.m., Financial Peace University, Parish Hall
Tuesday, November 1, All Saints’ Day
Please check your Sunday bulletins and the church bulletin boards for the weekly calendar.
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