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RECTOR’S LETTER
Dear St. Mark’s,
A family comes in from out of town because their dad is declining fast.
When they arrive, they will stay with another family to whom they are not related
but who has been taking dad to and from Dr.’s appointments, visiting regularly,
helping to arrange care, and even, at times, paying bills. The only connection between these people and this man and his family is St. Mark’s and Jesus Christ.
Sunday we commissioned a team of pilgrims headed to the Dominican Republic to help complete a well and work on a school project for children and a village that otherwise would likely condemn the youngest and most vulnerable children there to lives of the worst kind of exploitation. And
the only connection between these children and themselves is the love of Christ and St. Mark’s.
A manager at Friendly Express who knows St. Mark’s called a member of our parish to explain
that this weekend it would be REALLY REALLY cold and a homeless man we care about would be in
danger. The people of Friendly Express, the people of St. Mark’s, and the people of the Palms Motel will
provide a discounted rate so he is safe and warm this weekend.
(Continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
As I write this letter to you, I am aware that I’ve spent over an hour each of the last 5 days removing
vitriol about our president or vitriol about his detractors from my Facebook wall posted by people
who are my friends. I love my friends but that stuff was taking a pretty heavy toll on me and I believe that St. Mark’s is a very diverse place and I am called to be a priest to you all! I believe the Gospel is always political BUT it is NEVER partisan. And while I was writing this to you, the evening
news was on the television. Thank God we don’t have decent cable because then it’d be 24 hours of
violence, hatred, slander, meanness, addiction, murder, and radicals. It seems we have to put the
very word, “News” in quotations Since the 1980’s the news has been on 24 hours a day 7 days a
week. Since the advent of smart phones, it’s been 60 minutes an hour, 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
I don’t fault the media for taking a turn downward…they are giving us what we want. Traffic slows
down passing a motorist changing a tire way off the side of the road not for safety reasons but because we secretly like a good wreck.
But am I the only one who sees the irony of these scriptures on THIS divided day? At this divided time? What does the lord require but for you to do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with
your God. I have shown you these things SO THAT you may see the mighty SAVING acts of God. “The
world didn’t think we’re not anyone special when we met”, the Lord says, “but when you gave your
life to me, we made the world a better place!” And Jesus tells us that the wisdom of the world is foolishness. And blessed are those who hunger…blessed are those who mourn…blessed are those who
are peacemakers and those who are pure in heart! For they are the ones who will see God. And the
point?
Well, you know, I’m just a likely to see the glass 1/2 empty as the next guy and I can get on a
rant too. But I think we forget sometimes that the cliche’ is also true, the glass is simultaneously 1/2
full. It is precisely this wisdom that Jesus is pointing to. Micah is pointing too. Paul is pointing too.
While all bad stuff was going on…the people I’ve mentioned and hundreds more…were doing good
stuff. Holy stuff.
So to sum up an author I recently read on this subject, to those Christians among us who are
looking for shocking news that surprises and turns our worlds upside down, you’re looking in the
wrong places. Try Hospice, the Dominican Republic, the Palms Motel, Friendly Express. Try St.
Mark’s. And in case you are wondering, the word Gospel, if you translate it directly, simply means
“Good News”. Amen.
IN Christ, I am Sincerely,
Fr. Alan+
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Original Charter
1879
“ Laissez Les Bons Temps Rouler!!!!!”
3rd Annual
“Night on Bourbon Street”
Low Country Boil
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017!!!!
THIS EVENT HAS SOLD OUT QUICKLY
THE LAST 2 YEARS SO BUY YOUR
TICKETS EARLY!
Doors Open 6:00pm

Tickets include Low Country Boil Dinner+ 2 complimentary drinks!!!!
This event sold out early last year!!!!! Don’t wait to buy your tickets!!!!!
Tickets on sale every Sunday in the Parish Hall after the 10:15am service ……or from any
Brotherhood member at anytime……..or contact Bill- cell: 813-503-9027 or emailtbill5253@gmail.com!!!!!
Proceeds go towards Brotherhood of St. Andrew outreach projects!!!!!
The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be February 16th in the Parish
Hall @ 6:00pm…..All men of the Parish are invited!!!

Quiet Day Planned in Savannah
All are invited to a Quiet Day! on February 25, hosted by the Daughters of the
King of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Savannah. The topic is Groaning in the Tent: Meditation on Death and Life, led by Rev. Ellen Richardson, MD, assistant rector at St. Anne’s
in Tifton.
The morning begins with a continental breakfast at 8:30 and ends following
lunch and closing prayer at 1:00pm. There is no cost but registration is requested to
Deanna Cross, Deanna.cross@comcast.net.
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Saturday January 14, 2017 we hosted the
Quarter Giving Back Ceremony for 2016.

4th

The store distributed $26,000 to 11 area Non-Profit Agencies. As of
January 2017 hello, Goodbuy has distributed +$440,000 to 87 different Glynn Co agencies since opening its doors in 2011.
CASA Glynn, a group that serves as a liaison between Judges and Foster children here in Glynn Co, received funds to offset costs from damage caused during
Hurricane Matthew. The group will be holding a class in February to train new
volunteers.


Centered for Life, a group that provides faith based counseling for people
who couldn't otherwise afford these services that aim to prevent families from
falling apart, received funds to provide free counseling and a sense of financial
relief to their patients. February 27 they will host a Relational Harmony class to
give tools and wisdom to restore harmony in vital relationships through healthy
habits.


4



Coastal Animal Rescue Society, a group that provides services to rescue/provide medical care/
foster/placement for animals (mainly dogs) that have been abused/injured/neglected, received
funds to cover vet care, which makes up 95% of the group's costs. Although they originally partnered with Glynn Co. Animal Control, the majority of their work now comes from individuals calling them in addition to their Senior Program through which they help Seniors who can't afford the
vet needs of their furry companions.



Coastal Georgia Honor Flight, a group that flies WWII vets to Washington to give them the Thank
-You & Welcome home that so few got, received funds to offset costs of the trip for volunteers and
vets. They already of 90 people signed up to go this year. One of their previous travelers said the
trip was like having 65 years of amnesia erased where he couldn't remember his best friend's
name who was killed next to him in a foxhole.



Glynn Visual Arts, a group that provides the art community with this gallery for the purpose of
displaying both established and emerging artists' work and financially support artistic activities
for youth/seniors/visitors, received funds to support their Art Therapy program which provides
an emotional outlet for individuals who have been neglected/abused/in prison. Their program
works with children from Safe Harbor and after having to cut back from 3 to 2xmonth these funds
will allow them to offer the class for a 3rd time again.



Golden Isles Arts & Humanities received funds to support their Big Read program, which is celebrating its 10 year anniversary in the Community. The program kicks off with a month of activites
surrounding this year's book, "A Wizard of Earthsea" in February and these funds will help purchase 1,500 copies of the book, distributed to the Community for free.



KnitWits, a group that holds a knitting club at Glynn Middle and for kids
from Safe Harbor. Their purpose is to provide an alternative for students
who don't feel like they fit in with the other clubs and to help them build
skills in team work with an outlet for service projects. The group evolved
from an idea thought up by the school's counselors and has now grown
with 30 students and over to SSI Elementary school. These funds will be
used to purchase material such as yarn and needles, which will help them
with this year's project - making a MEGA blanket that requires knitting needles the size of mop handles!
(Continued on next page)
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Manna House, our Community's 'soup' kitchen, received
funds which will be used to purchase food. The food is cooked
and distributed by teams of volunteers every day. They currently serve 125 plates/day (which doesn't include 2nds!)
Brunswick Glynn Co Mayor's Committee on Services for
the Disabled, a group dedicated to providing a forum and sponsoring activities to address issues of interest to persons with disabilities/their families/disability related service/support
providers, received funds that will be used to sponsor their 16th annual Spring Fling on
4/15/17 at Mary Ross Park for citizens with disabilities/their families/the public with free
food, activities, & entertainment. There have been as many as 1,500 in attendance in the past.




Special Needs Foundation of Southeast GA received funds that will be used to sponsor their
annual Special Needs Prom for students from Brunswick High, Glynn Academy, & Morningstar
Children & Family services at no cost to the students.



90.7FM WAY Radio, a Christian based radio station that believes music is a powerful tool
through which God touches people's lives and that often when people find the right words to
say music says it all, received funds that will help offset their costs of expansion. The station has
been local since 2008 and they are happy to be part of what they call a great Community that
reaches back into itself to help and support itself. Recipients stayed after the ceremony to Network and build bridges within our Community, and to eat some of the amazing baked goods
provided by hello, Goodbuy volunteers!
UPDATES:
~Our First Saturday Sale February 4th will benefit Golden Isles Arts & Humanities THE BIG
READ – an organization that is always very vocal about their support of the hello, Goodbuy Mission as an outreach ministry of St. Mark's
~Deadlines for the first Quarter Give Back Program 2017 is February 15th

~We are excited to start working with Elizabeth Runkle, a business consultant from the Georgia
Center for Non-Profits
BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK &
INSTAGRAM TO KEEP UP TO DATE ON
EXCITING NEWS, SALES, & INVENTORY!!!
Louisa Nightingale,
Assistant Manager

Pictured (left to right) Becky Davidson,
Marilyn Yawn, Mark Beaudry, Martha
Grant, Carmen Knox, Deborah Wright, ,
Brad Butler, Heather Heath, Jane Lafferty
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Judy Lyons reports that four
new members of The Daughters of
the King are to be installed in February with a reception to follow the
service honoring them.
 The Backpack Team is in need of fruit cups and healthy snacks.
 During their January meeting, the members of St. Mary's guild made plans for outreach programs in 2017. They are enthusiastic about continuing to make monthly suppers for Street
Beat kids; and all look forward to hosting two of the Birthday Suppers at St. Marks' Towers.
St. Mary’s guild will host the10:15 service Coffee Hour once each quarter, and will continue
with the monthly collection of food for St. Athanasius.
 Nancy Urcuhuaranga is a member of St. Mary’s guild and the group is excited about helping
her with her second mission trip to Peru this summer. The next meeting is on February 8th
and they are collecting blankets and cold weather items for The Well. Any ladies interested
in learning more about St. Mary’s guild please contact Debby Stubbs at 267-7871.
 All the Guilds are getting ready for Lent which will begin on March 1. The Daughters of the
King will be in charge of The Service of Lights each Wednesday evening during Lent. The
Guilds will provide a simple supper after the service.
 ECW approved the following expenditures for the kitchen: cabinet/drawer/shelf liners and a
recycle can. A work day in the kitchen will be scheduled soon.
 St. Mark’s Day School is planning a spaghetti supper to raise money to purchase new playground equipment. ECW has agreed to help host the event in the parish hall.
The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2nd Monday of every
month at 11:00 on the parish hall. All are welcome to attend. The next meeting will be on
February 13th.

JOIN US IN THE CHOIR LOFT
St John’s junior choir (second thorough fourth graders) was my previous experience in organized
singing. I came to St Mark’s choir because I enjoyed singing in the pews. Choir looked like fun, and
Nathaniel encouraged me. This is my third year. I usually sit next to a choir school student with
much talent. When confused, I just follow him. Choir is organized spirituality. I try to follow direction, and sing the notes as printed on the sheet. My fellows are doing the same, although our tenors, altos, and sopranos are usually not singing the same, but rather complementary notes. The resulting music is more than our parts. Last year we sang Mozart’s Missa Brevis. My bass line anchored the sopranos and altos, whose crystal sounds filled St Mark’s Church. Some cried. We share
something like this every Sunday. Nathaniel is a gifted teacher, helping us sing well and be important pieces of a greater whole. If you have 90 minutes on Wednesday evenings (5:30 – 7:00),
think then pray about becoming a part. Come and see. February Lion- Richard Cowan Pdf and
Word file formats. 270-5027 if questions
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Call it a library, a resource room, archive room or just the
quiet room. St. Mark’s hasn’t had one – until now. Despite having
an impressive collection of reading materials, our church did not
have a suitable space to keep the books or enjoy reading them.
Unused space doesn’t stay unclaimed for long here. So
when the boy scout troop left, the room was snapped up and was
repurposed as the library.
The inviting space is furnished with a desk, two comfortable chairs, lamps, a rug and bookcases, of course. Most of the furnishings were provided by hello Goodbuy. The room is also the
showcase for an eye-popping shell cross given by Jennifer Breslin.

(Above are before and after photos.)

The room is available for quiet conversation, reading, writing or reflection. You’re welcome to peruse the stacks for
some inspirational material.
You never know what you
might discover.
(Before and after photos of the youth room too!)
From Saint Athanasius Episcopal Church:
Dear Christian Friend,
We pause during this special time of year to say “Thank You”! Your Caring and compassionate support of St. Athanasius “Feed My Sheep” Food Bank has been so greatly appreciated by everyone.
This year, with your very generous support, we were able to provide groceries and clothing to approximately 3000 families. We also provided well over 800 books. The amount of groceries distributed
equates to approximately 9000 meals. Again “Thank You!”
This ministry is about more than food and clothing for the body. We provide spiritual support to those who request it.
We also provide a variety of opportunities for everyone to experience God’s love among friends and stranger alike.
This outreach ministry could not have been sustained without the fervent support of 15 energetic, dedicated, committed and caring volunteers. These volunteers represent all of the area Episcopal Churches as well as other churches in
the community.
Again, please know that your unselfish support of this ministry has truly been a blessing. We never could have made it
without your everyday blessings as well as your trust and faith in us.
May God continue to bless each of you abundantly with daily reminders of His love.
In His Name,
Rev. Iane’ Sastre
Supply Rector

Dr. Charlene Parker
Senior Warden

Velma Crosby
Food Bank Chairperson

7

BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE

February 2017

2017 VESTRY

Senior Warden:

Turner, Bill

Junior Warden:

Smith, Chris

Term Expires

Areas of Emphasis

813/503-9027 c , 634-0249 h

tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

230-8985 c

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

2017

Hospitality

2019

Teen and Youth

2018

Hospitality

2017

Stewardship

VESTRY MEMBERS
Bokker, Ava

479/903-4984 c

Buerstatte, Jeff

912-665-1311 c

Curry, Kay

399-1807 c

Havens, Jonathan

230-7346 c

Perry, Bob

617-1913 c

Sellars, BJ

229/251-3545 c

Simpson, Rena

602-9798 c

Snyder, Jessica

(404) 457-6609 c

Thompson, Brooks

223-9124 c

Youngner, Alan

602-4241 c ;

The Reverend Alan Akridge

912-265-0600

Youngner, Sydneye

Clerk of the Vestry

Harrell, Wallace

Chancellor of the Vestry

264-8316 h

avabokker1@gmail.com
jstetta@gmail.com
kaycurry@gmail.com
jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com
perr5076@bellsouth.net
sellars253@gmail.com
renasimp@yahoo.com
jessica@gtcmm.com
brooksthompson86@outlook.com
12watts@bellsouth.net

Bring the children to St. Mark’s for some …
Fun, food, movietime & games!
Tuesday, February 14, 2017
St. Mark’s Church
Parrish Hall
5:00—7:30pm
$8.00 per child
Space is limited, so sign up NOW!
To register contact Lynn @ lemery@sanitmarksepiscopal.com
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2018

Evangelism

2018

Hospitality

2017

Evangelism

2019
2019
2017

Stewardship

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Need a little time with your

Valentine?

2019

Rector

UPCOMING EVENTS:


Valentine’s Day babysitting
Tuesday, February 14, 5:00—7:30



Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Low Country Boil
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2017



Quiet Day in Savannah
Saturday, February 25 @8:30am



Ash Wednesday Services:
March 1, 12:00 & 7:00pm

