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RECTOR’S LETTER
Dear St. Mark’s:
It’s hard to believe that Lent is upon us! The Ash Wednesday service reads,
“Remember that you are dust and to dust you shall return.” It is a stark reminder
that life is fleeting and time marches on. Already this year, we have said “goodbye"
to a family member even as we are saying “hello" to new family members.
While we continue to grieve alongside the Chesnut family, we are also comforted with the hope of
Easter. In this sense, heaven is no consolation prize. IT IS THE ULTIMATE REALITY FOR ALL
WHO PUT THEIR TRUST IN CHRIST.
All of us will some day be the guest of honor at our own memorial service AND, in the light of
Easter, this makes each and every day so very important. We are not called to EXIST. We are
called to LIVE.
We at St. Mark’s are good at living life to the fullest. From Happening #98 last weekend at Honey
Creek for our teenagers to the Ski Trip to Beech Mountain with EYCrox. From our missionaries
who just returned from the Dominican Republic to the NINE persons of this parish who are somewhere in the process of discernment for ordination to the priesthood or deaconate! From the
Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s Low Country Boil to the two new classes convening this month for
confirmation and St. Mark’s 101. (If you have a 5th-10th grader who would like to be confirmed,
give me a call at 912-222-8746. It begins Sunday March 5th at 1:30 and the next St. Mark’s 101
class begins Sunday March 12th at 4:00!)
We are a parish family who does not take our time together for granted.
(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page)

Overscheduled and wasting time is a mantra of ours at St. Mark’s.
I was almost smug about it when I learned that the average teenager
spends 7 plus hours on scenes not directly related to school..that is until
I realized that the average adult spends almost EXACTLY the same
amount of time doing the same thing.
http://www.cnn.com/2016/12/06/health/parents-screen-use-attitudes
-tweens-teens/

The apples don’t fall far from the trees do they?
But there is an antidote.

We call it Church. Not the verb. The NOUN.
And YOU are the church.
The word used commonly by those who earn their living telling us how we feel call it,
“Being Intentional”
And that is a really helpful phrase.
The opposite of being intentional is wasting time.
And that brings us back to church.
This Lent, you are invited to participate on Wednesday nights in our weekly gathering. Beginning in the sanctuary at 5:30 with a Service of Lights sponsored by the Daughters of
the King and Clergy (and future clergy) of St Mark’s and then to join us for a simple supper followed by a healthy conversation about this very topic. Order your book here
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00OICLGDG/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
and join us beginning Wednesday March 8, 2017 from 5:30-7:00pm. (If you need a ride to or
from this event each week, please reach out to Kay Curry
at office@saintmarksepiscopal.com and we’ll do everything we can to help you get there).
Being Church or being Intentional might look something like this: "Do you want to see change
in your life—but don't know how to get there? In this thoughtful devotional, Kyle Idleman invites you to address that behavior or thought pattern using three key elements: You
Awaken to the reality of your spiritual condition;
you see yourself and your need for a Savior with
brutal Honesty; and this realization leads
to Action as you follow Christ's example.”
Please accept my personal invitation to us all to
observe a Holy Lent and join with your parish
family in rediscovering the immense value of the
time we have been given together.
In Christ, I am,
Sincerely,
Fr. Alan+
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Original Charter 1879
THE GOOD TIMES ROLLED……
at the Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s 3rd Annual
Night on Bourbon Street Low Country Boil on
Saturday, February 25th on Bourbon Street
(sometimes known as the Parish Hall)!
The food was awesome as always, the libations
flowed and laughter filled Bourbon Street!!!!
The Brotherhood is grateful to everyone who
purchased a ticket to the event to help fund our outreach projects.
Special Thanks to the following Brothers for helping put on the event:
RV Cate, Terry Carroll, Will Whatley, Greg Wellstead, Andy Tipaldos,
Jeff Buerstatte, Eddie Lambright, Mike VanBrunt, Johnny Patiledas, Chris Smith,
Colonel Gaddy, Scott Pyle, Bill Turner and Elliot Youngner.
Double Thanks to the following who “ we couldn’t have done it without you:”
Windy Carroll, DeeDee Cate, Michelle Whatley, Debbie Youngner, GeorgeAnne
Youngner, Mary Turner, Martha Dekle, Sue VanBrunt, Jean Patiledas, Jan Tipaldos,
Donna Grigg and Carol Pyle.

The Next regular scheduled Brotherhood of
St. Andrew General Meeting is
March 16th at 6:00pm in the Parish Hall.
All men of the Parish are Invited!!!
Prayer, Study & Service!!!!
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Sunday January 29th we celebrated
the hard work of all of our dedicated staff
& volunteers by hosting an Appreciation
Party at Board member, Erin Hirschhorn's
home. After the scary weather and heavy
winds of the week before, we were happy to find ourselves getting together on a
beautiful day. Erin's home, which she so generously opened up to the store for this
occasion, gave us the opportunity to enjoy some time out in the sun. It was the perfect space for everyone to get together, relax, and just enjoy each other's company as
a true fellowship of people. Working different shifts on different days, a lot of our
volunteers rarely cross paths with each other except for at our yearly Appreciation
Party. It is always amazing to see everyone together at one time and it reminds us of
the great group of people who have made the hello, Goodbuy mission part of their
lives. The store touches all of us in different ways, but together we all share in our
love and passion for the role we get to play in Giving Back to our Community.

In the spirit of 'giving' most of the food provided for the party was donated
to the store by a retired caterer. She provided us with a full spread of Italian dishes.
In addition to her generous gift, several volunteers brought in appetizers, salads,
and desserts. For the first part of the party, we took our time talking, laughing, and
getting to know new faces while reacquainting ourselves with older ones. Next, we
all gathered together and played an informative, yet fun, game with questions about
how much the store has given away, how much the store made in sales, and other
avenues that we Give Back in order to acquaint the volunteers with aspects about
the store that they themselves weren't aware of. Of course there were prizes, gathered from the store, for all of the winners
and those who guessed close enough!
Finally we took the time to express our
appreciation for everything that our volunteers and staff do for the store and our
mission in this Community.

We took the time to recognize a few specific individuals, as well.
First, Barbara wanted to recognize our Volunteer of the Quarter for the
end of 2016. Joann Shandor was chosen for this honor, and she had no
idea until she heard Barbara mention that the “Children's Section has never
looked so good”. Joann is a
relatively new volunteer who
joined us when her daughter,
Monica Guza, started working
at the store. Joann started off shy, keeping to the books, but quickly
started to bond with everyone at the store. She now comes almost 5 days
a week and took responsibility over the children's section of the store.
She keeps it neat and tidy and fully stocked with kids books and stuffed
animals. She has done us a great service in this, because this area is consistently being run over by the tornado that is unwatched children who
have their own fun while their parents enjoy shopping. Joann was the
perfect candidate for our Volunteer of the Quarter because even though
she is new, she quickly took on not only the hardworking mentality that
characterizes our volunteers but the Giving Nature that drives our Mission. If you drop by the store on a weekday afternoon you won't be able
to pass by her bright and loving smile without being touched by its
warmth.
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Next, the store, including
staff, volunteers and the Board of Advisors, wanted to give a special thanks
and recognition to the hard work of
Rose Wilson, the outgoing Chair Person to our Board of Advisors. Rose
served on our board during a period of
lots of change, up and downs, and great success. Through everything, her time
as our Chair Person showed us all how to walk and talk with Grace through all
endeavors. Rose also serves the vital role as the go to person for arranging
pick ups for the store. She coordinates with the volunteers, the individuals
making the donations, and the store to arrange pick ups for furniture, estate
sales, and other large pick up occasions. Not only does she work to arrange
them, but she even jumps in as extra muscle to get them accomplished! From
our experience, Rose Wilson is a woman who can get things done and the
store was blessed to have her leading our Board of Advisors. Even though she
is no longer a board member she will stay on as ex officio to provide our new
Chair Person, Jane Lafferty, with guidance and knowledge gained from her
background of the store over the last few years. On the board or not, Rose is a valuable member of our team
and we are blessed to have her continued support and dedication
as we move into the future.
Finally, all of our volunteers and staff came together to
recognize the hard work and dedication of our Store Manager,
Barbara Farias. As a group we wanted to show our appreciation
for all of her time, energy, and passion that helps drive us every
day. It was Barbara's vision of operating the sales floor with certain standards including how we display items in a way that people can picture things in their own homes to setting standards for
processing, handling, and
what actually makes it out
onto the sales floor that has
built a reputation for higher
standards with our customers.
More than anything she has
built up a respect for this store
as a place that helps our Community to the point that groups such as Safe Harbor and FaithWork's know
not just what store to call on but who to call on when they have people in
need. Her guidance and leadership has pulled together an amazing team of
people who respect and care for one another more than just as staff and
volunteers, but as a fellowship of people working towards the same Mission of serving our Community and helping those who need it most.

BE SURE TO FOLLOW US ON FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
TO KEEP UP TO DATE ON EXCITING NEWS, SALES, &
INVENTORY!!!
-Louisa Nightingale, Assistant Manager
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March begins with our celebration of Ash
Wednesday. The Daughters of the King will
be in charge of The Service of Lights each
Wednesday evening during Lent. The Guilds
and the Vestry will provide a simple supper
after the service. The women of our church
look forward to a busy month of activities
and worship.


Judy Lyons reports that four new members of The Daughters of the King have been installed with Constance Bernier, Diocesan DOK President assisting Fr Alan with the installation. The new members are Jan Clay, Ruth Kent,
Jo Jordan and GeorgeAnne Youngner.



We are very pleased that a new dishwasher has been installed in the kitchen. ECW thanks Chris Smith.



The Backpack Team is in need of fruit cups and healthy snacks.



St. Mary’s guild members welcomed another new member during their February meeting. Their food donations to
St. Athanasius in 2017 total 153 items. They also collected 9 blankets, 1 sleeping bag, 2 coats, 5 sweaters and 1
pair of stocks for the homeless who go to The Well. They are hosting the Lenten Supper on March 15 th and the
Towers’ Birthday Supper on April 11th. Members are already starting to collect baby items for Nancy Urchuaranga’s mission trip to Peru. The next meeting will be on March 8. Any ladies interested in learning more about St.
Mary’s guild please contact Debby Stubbs at 267-7871.



St. Margaret’s guild is hosting coffee hour on March 5 and the Lenten supper on March 22. The guild is providing
the Street Beat teens with dinner on March 7.



St. Mark’s Day School is hosting a Trike-a-thon on March 30 to raise funds to purchase new playground equipment. We are excited to see all our little tykes speeding around the track.



A parish art show is scheduled for Saturday, May 13. ECW will host a Mothers Day Tea in the parish hall at that
same time. We encourage all Mothers to attend and invite the other Mothers in your life to come with you.
The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2 nd Monday of every month at 11:00 on the
parish hall. All are welcome to attend. The next meeting will be on March 13th.
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March is going to be an exciting month at St.
Mark’s Day School! We have been working
hard on planning a much needed, new outdoor play area for our wonderful students.
This new area will include a new climbing
play set, an outdoor classroom, as well as a
science and a construction area for our
sweet children. We are fortunate to have
local boy scout, Alonso Sanchez, take on our outdoor area
for his eagle scout project. In order for all of these great
ideas to become a reality, we are holding a Trike-a-thon to
raise funds. If you would like to support the efforts of
our children, and donate to our new playground fund,
please go to the link listed below. Check & cash donations
are also greatly appreciated. Thank you so much for
your support!

To raise funds for a NEW PLAYGROUND!
On March 30, 2017 the children of St. Mark’s Episcopal Day School
will be riding their hearts out to raise funds for our school
playground project!
If you would like to support their efforts and
make a donation, please go to:
https://99pledges.com
/fund/stmarksepi
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2017 VESTRY
Term Expires Areas of Emphasis
Senior Warden:

Turner, Bill

Junior Warden: Smith, Chris

813/503-9027 c , 634-0249 h

tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

230-8985 c

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

2017

Hospitality

2019

Teen and Youth

2018

Hospitality

2017

Stewardship

VESTRY MEMBERS
Bokker, Ava

479/903-4984 c

Buerstatte, Jeff

912-665-1311 c

Curry, Kay

399-1807 c

Havens, Jonathan

230-7346 c

Perry, Bob

617-1913 c

Sellars, BJ

229/251-3545 c

Simpson, Rena

602-9798 c

Snyder, Jessica

(404) 457-6609 c

Thompson, Brooks

223-9124 c

Youngner, Alan

602-4241
264-8316
506-0258c ;c 264-8316
h h

avabokker1@gmail.com
jstetta@gmail.com
kaycurry@gmail.com
jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com
perr5076@bellsouth.net
sellars253@gmail.com
renasimp@yahoo.com
jessica@gtcmm.com
brooksthompson86@outlook.com
12watts@bellsouth.net

The Reverend Alan Akridge

912-265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Youngner, Sydneye

Clerk of the Vestry

Harrell, Wallace

Chancellor of the Vestry

Arline, Joel

Parish Treasurer

2019
2018

Evangelism

2018

Hospitality

2017

Evangelism

2019
2019
2017

Stewardship
Rector

Lenten Schedule:
Wednesday, March 8, 16, 22, 29 &
April 5
Church Open for Meditation - 5:00pm
Service of Lights - 5:30pm
Simple Supper - 6:00pm
Program Discussion - 6:30
40 Days to Lasting Change by Kyle
Idleman is the book that will be used
for the Lenten study. Copies for purchase will be available through the
church office or can be ordered from
Amazon.
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