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Q & A with Fr. Alan 
 

The LION:  Due to circumstances, your three-month sabbatical has been postponed.  
 But the vestry supported your request for a month-long journey in July to     
 paddleboard the length of the Florida Keys to raise awareness and money for
 Cystic Fibrosis. Why Cystic Fibrosis. 
 

Fr. Alan:       I knew I wanted to do a fundraiser.  I didn’t exactly know the cause but  
 I knew God did.  One day I saw Jess and Charlotte Snyder waiting for choir practice,  and it 
 touched my heart.  I asked Jess for permission and she agreed. (Charlotte has CF) 
 

Q. Why paddleboard? 

A. It is my new athletic love and it’s great exercise. 
 

Q. Why the Florida Keys? 

A. I’ve never been to the Keys and wanted to go.  As a “pilgrimage” it sounded like a more reliable 
 trek than some other random mileage. 
 

Q. What is the goal? 

A.  With Jess’s guidance and support, it’s $10,000, and while it includes coverage of all expenses, our 
 initial goal was to present $5,000 to Charlotte.  Jess suggested fundraising by legs of the trip, so at 
 11 legs, each leg would raise $909.09.  All funds over the expenses will go to the Cystic Fibrosis 
 Foundation, toward finding a cure for CF. 

                                          (Continued on next page) 
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Q. What will you do to promote awareness of your trip and of CF? 

A. I have alerted the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and asked for information to share along the way, but 
 mostly it will be by word of mouth.   
 

Q. How can people contribute? 

A They may use our app, to make a one-time donation designated for Cystic Fibrosis, or by check to St. 
 Mark’s designated for the discretionary fund/CF, and of course, all donations are tax deductible. 
 Click this link www.saintmarksepiscopal.com and select the GIVE tab. 
 

Q. How can we follow your adventure? 

A. On Facebook on a page of paddling priest.  The trip is called Starboard to Fort.  We will begin at Key 
 Largo and end at Fort Zachary Taylor.  It’s a total of 111 miles and includes 11 stops.  We are allowing 
 30 days to complete the trip. Jess is helping with the social media presence for the trip. 
 

Q. Will you be alone? 

A. Harrison is going with me and we will be camping at various state parks and other sites along the 
 way.  We will have a car and a chase boat.  Paddling in the Keys is very near shore and the camp 
 sites are on the water. 
 

Q. What will be a typical day? 

A. The length of the legs range from eight-15 miles of paddling.  That will be followed by a shower, sup
 per and  sleeping in a tent.  Then we’ll get up and do it again. 
 

Q. What happens at St. Mark’s while you’re away. 

A. Fr. Michael Owens, a retired priest from Sewanee, has been brought on board as a long-term supply 
 priest, helping Fr. Gary, Beverly, Kay and now Gareth.  He will be in the pulpit with some relief from 
 Fr. Gary.  Our objective  is that it be an exciting and different six weeks for St. Mark’s. 
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1     Angela Patron 

1 GeorgeAnne Younger 

2     Helena Burr 

2     Jo McGuire 

2 Kenji Stobaeus 

2     Debbie Younger 

4     Pix Huber 

6     Larry Younger 

7     Janeen Kluska 

7 Glatis  Thomas 

7     Tommy Townsend 

8 David London 

8     Evan Tipaldos 

 

9 John Havens 

9     Olivia Knowles 

10    Marcember Lyons 

11 Jack Breslin 

11    Tom Irwin 

12    Jan Clay 

13    Tyler Carroll 

14    Chris Underwood 

15    Noah Brantley 

17    Ed Martin 

18  Benjamin Butin 

19  Marilyn Humphrey 

20    Bev Bittinger 

 

20 Debby Stubbs 

21 Richard Cowan 

22    Ava Bokker 

22 Betty June Henderson 

22    Rob Lear 

25    Betty Krauss 

26    Jett Quarterman 

27    Debbie Craven-

 McWaters 

27 Andrew Lyons 

27    Cami Quarterman 

28    Jean Patelidas 
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Men’s Fellowship: 
 

May 13
th

: Sporting Clays & Lunch Outing: 

The Brotherhood and men of the church had 

a blast, literally and figuratively speaking, at 

Amelia Shotgun Sports on May 13
th

. We each 

had 75 targets to break over a 9 station 

course. The top clay busters were Will What-

ley, Thomas Greneker, Andy Broderick and 

Chris Smith. ( see pictures)   
 

 

 

However, the rest of us outperformed 

 them at lunch at Captain Stan’s in  

Woodbine afterwards! (see picture) 

 

 

 

May 18
th

; Men’s Cookout: 

A goodly amount of men gathered at the Men’s cookout May 18
th

. 

We enjoyed great food, refreshments, fellowship and an informative discus-

sion 
 

Next Brotherhood of St. Andrew General Meeting:  

Thursday, June 15
th

 6:00pm in the Parish Hall … dinner $5.00 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is a national/international ministry to 

men based upon prayer, study and service. 
 

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

 Original Charter       1879 
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“The Future belongs to those who believe in the 

beauty of their dreams” -Eleanor Roosevelt 
 

Congratulations to all of the recent Graduates!! Take 
pride in your accomplishments and look to your future with open minds and eager 
hearts!! We hope that everyone enjoys a fun & safe Summer Vacation filled with memo-
ries shared with friends and family. Good luck to all of those who plan on continuing 
their higher education and to those who are ready to jump head first into the world!! 
 

Are you looking to fill some free time this Summer with fun and rewarding work?! 
 

There are always VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES available here at hello, Goodbuy!! Stop 
by the store and talk with Store Manager Barbara Farias to find out what you can do to 
help your local Outreach Ministry!! 

 

Do you plan on using some free time this  
Summer to 'clean house'?! 

 

Think of us FIRST when deciding where to take your gently 
used items (i.e. housewares, Knick knacks, toys & games, furni-
ture, clothes, etc). REMEMBER we can only accept items that 
are in good/sellable/working condition (i.e. no chips, cracks, 
stains, etc). If you have any questions about what we may or 
may not be able to accept call the store @ (912) 264-8181. 
When replacing or downsizing gently used furniture that you cannot transport your-
self call the store to find out if we have any volunteers available to do a pick up for you!! 

 

St. Mary’s Guild member Nancy Urcuhuaranga is 
shown with baby clothes for her mission to Peru this 
summer.  St, Mary’s Guild, with the assistance of Hello 
Goodbuy, collected 26 lbs. of new and gently used baby 
clothes, and a seventh grade class where Nancy teaches 
in Savannah collected an additional 12 lbs.  Two large 
boxes were shipped to the home of the Peruvian woman 
who started this work to help incarcerated mothers who 
get to keep their babies with them in prison until they 
are three years old.    
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Summer is upon us and I am excited to tell you of upcoming improvements we are working on at 
St. Mark’s. 
 

We have had Charlie Sheppard of Community Advisors come to inspect both our main campus 
and the Day School to perform a reserve study. The purpose of this study is to give us some in-
sight as to maintenance requirements and lifespan expectations we should have on our struc-
tures and their mechanical systems. We are actively gathering much needed information so 
Charlie can complete his study and return it to us but he has already given us a great amount of 
information and an outline to follow moving forward. 
 

We have contracted with Associated Crafts to begin work in July on restoring and protecting all 
of our stained glass windows. This will include new Lexan protective shields and should make an 
enormous difference in curb appeal. 
 

Full Moon Lighting has been contracted to repair all existing exterior lighting and install new 
landscape and security lighting around the church. This will also make a huge impact on how St. 
Mark’s looks at night. The bulk of the lighting will be on a dusk until dawn timer with security 
lighting behind the church being the exception as it will be an ‘as needed’ component. All lighting 
will be LED and cost of running it will be very little. 
 

Many improvements are being made at the Day School with more to follow. Debbie Dougherty 
has worked tirelessly to improve that campus and I cannot tell you how much I appreciate all of 
her efforts. The playground and exterior work is complete and we are moving forward with 
some interior improvements that will help generate new and exciting opportunities for the fu-
ture. 
 

H2O Creative Group are actively engaged in design work for new signs for the church and Day 
School, and we look forward to that as well. 
 

Nathaniel Roper has met with two sound engineering companies to get estimates and some ad-
vice on upgrading our sound system and relocating the control console to the robe room. We 
have gotten the estimates along with a complete systems performance report and are excited to 
move forward with this project. 
 

We are very close to having all of this work underway and hope for completion of all of the pro-
jects mentioned above in the fall. For the remainder of the year I will be focusing on a mainte-
nance and repair subcontractor contact list. Beverly and I will also create an annual maintenance 
schedule and inspection template to be used in the years to come. 
 

Many thanks to our Vestry, Clergy, Nathaniel, Debbie and Beverly. Your hard work and support 
has been invaluable. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Chris Smith 

Junior Warden’s Report 
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As the merry month of May comes to a conclu-
sion, we begin our summer vacation after a 
month when we celebrated our Mothers, artists 
in the parish, the end of school and our gradu-
ates. 
 

 
On Sunday, May 7 we celebrated the Feast of St. Mark’s and the newly confirmed. St. Mary’s Guild 
hosted this reception.  
 
On May 13th ECW hosted a Mother’s Day Tea in conjunction with the parish art show. That day also 
included a small reception after the funeral of Sylvia West and a party for Eva Diaz. 
 
ECW Secretary Jane Lafferty is coaching Girls on the Run at Burroughs Mollette school. For their final 
run, the girls wore tutus. ECW provided the funds to purchase the materials and we wish you could 
have seen Trisha Perry and Kaki Thurber madly cutting tulle to make the tutus. Their teachers report-
ed that the girls loved their tutus and continued wearing them to school. They also proudly wore their 
medals. 
 
Twenty-two members of St. Mary’s guild met at Coastal Kitchen for their May meeting and luncheon.  
One guest and 21 members, including one new member, had great fellowship and lots of fun.   
 
A large group of members enjoyed hosting the Confirmation Reception on May 7. St. Mary’s also as-
sisted with the Mother's Day Tea and the Street Beat Graduation party. Two members packed the baby 
clothes for shipment to the mission work in Peru.  The group made donations in memory of Fred Dufel 
and Emily Cody.  Call 996-1960 for information about joining this great fellowship.  
 
St. Mary’s and St. Margaret’s guilds hosted a graduation party for the Street Beat teens. This year sev-

en teens graduated from the program. 
 
St. Agnes guild has given a sanctuary candle in honor of the late 
Emily B. Cody, wife of The Rev. Arthur Cody, former Rector of our 
church.  Mrs. Cody was a former member of St. Agnes guild. 
 
ECW provided funds to Morningstar Children’s Services to rent a 
bounce house and water slide for the last day of school celebration at 
Morningstar. We provided funds to help with the costs of the Circus 

party for St. Mark’s children, and we gave Nancy Urcuhuaranga  
with additional funding for her mission work in Peru. 

The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet 
on the 2nd Monday of every month at 11:00 on the parish hall. The 
next meeting will be on June 12. All are welcome to attend. If you 
would like to get more involved in the activities of the women of the 
church email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net. 
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As another year has come and gone in the life of the St. 

Mark's Chancel Choir, I'd like to reflect on some of the won-

derful experiences I have had with these fine folks.  It was a 

banner year for the choir school, as we maintained more reg-

ular attendees than in any year prior. We also graduated 

four students: Kyle Hildebrand, Kylie Knox, Lindsey Ingram, 

and Akira Seals, the last of which amassed over a thousand 

dollars in scholarship money due to good people of St. 

Mark's.  We also had a record number of folks at our annual 

Harry O'Donoghue event in December, and we hope to keep that tradition going as well.  

Amanda spear-headed having the choir school kids pack gift bags for every single resident at 

the Towers, and it was great to see all the young folks kicking in their time and talent for that 

event, which culminated in a Christmas Party complete with carols and hot chocolate.  The 

choir as a whole also presented the annual Lessons and Carols last December, and we contin-

ue our efforts to constantly support the worship at St. Mark's by seeking anthems and hymns 

that best elevate the liturgy for that Sunday.  We hope you feel we are serving you well in 

that capacity!  In keeping the close ties with Glynn Academy, We also welcomed the G.A. 

Concert Choir for one service in Lent, and that is definitely a trend I would like to see continue 

(I will speak with their director about this personally . . .)  As summer draws nigh and the 

school year wanes, we are all looking forward to a bit 

of "Ordinary Time" I think, but I look forward to the 

planning that also awaits for wonderful things to come.  

Speaking of which - come on and bring your singing 

voice July 2nd as we will feature the more patriotic 

hymns: God of Our Fathers, America the Beautiful, God 

Bless America, and the Battle Hymn of the Republic to 

salute our great country and all who serve it.  

Nathaniel Roper 
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SAVE THE DATE... 

 

 

At Honey Creek  
July 31st - August 4th 

It’s a fabulous, fun filled, and fantastic 
five days!  

For more information contact 

Lynne Emery  

lemery@saintmarksepiscopal.com 

Senior Warden:  Bill 
Turner 

813-503-9027c 

634-0249h 

Tbill5253@gmail.com 

  

2018 Evangelism 

Junior Warden: 

Chris Smith 

230-89-=85c marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com 2017 Hospitality 

    Vestry Members     

Ava Bokker 479-903-4984c Avabokker1@gmail.com 2019 Teen/youth 

Jeff Buerstatte 665-1311c jstetta@gamail.com 2018 Hospitality 

Kay Curry 399-1807c kaycurry@gmail.com 2017 Stewardship 

Jonathan Havens 230-7346c jonathan@h@ocreativegroup.com 2019   

Bob Perry 617-1913c Perr5076@bellsouth.net 2018 Evangelism 

BJ Sellers 229-251-3534c Sellars253@gmail.com 2018 Hospitality 

Jessica Snyder 404-457-6609c Jessica@gtcmm.com 2019   

Brooks Thompson 223-9124c Brooksthompson86@outlook.com 2019   

Alan Younger 506-0258c 

264-8316h 

12watts@bellsouth.net 2017 Stewardship 

Rev. Alan Akridge 265-0600 aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com   Rector 

Sydneye Youngner   Clerk of the Vestry     

Wallace Harrell   Chancellor of the Vestry     

Joel Arline   Parish Treasurer     

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church Vestry 2017 
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