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RECTOR’S LETTER 

     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear St. Mark’s: 
 
I had an administrative update for everything from back-
packs to stewardship and Charlottesville, but then, a story 
seemed to make the point better. 
 
There was a moment out on the water just before Sum-
merland Key and Mile marker 24 (24 miles from Key West) that I will 
never forget. 

We had been offshore about a mile for most of this particular 20 mile day.  Harrison 

was on his board and I was on mine.  I was very proud of him. When the skiff was 

no longer needed, he decided to join me.   Each day he was growing stronger and 

more confident.  And this day was no exception.  By the late afternoon, Harrison 

was smiling and spirited.  I was exhausted.  Having the wind at our backs was the 

only thing that made the extra distance possible. But here, at the end of this day, 

       (continued on next page) 
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(Continued from previous page.) 

as we turned due west, to paddle the last mile… a large 
summer squall appeared between us our destination. 
Black and foreboding against the light teal green Carib-
bean,   it was moving in our direction.  Harrison and I 
looked at each other.  He smiled, I winced, and we set 
our course.  On this day, the only public property and 
place to safely take our boards out of the water was on 
highway 1 mile marker 24 and the bridge that crossed the 
bay we had paddled into (see the attached picture). 

First, the wind shifted so that it was blowing right in our 
faces and getting stronger.  Then the temperature 
dropped from a really muggy 90ish to what felt like 65 
degrees.  Then the first big single drops began to fall and the light chop became white capped and a 
waist high.   In moments, our progress slowed to a crawl and we dropped to our knees for stability 
against the wind and waves. Again we traded glances and then looked up the bay to where highway 
crossed the bay and our truck was waiting, but now all we could see was a dark gray wall of rain. 

“Stay close to me Harrison!” I yelled over the rising wind.  “Ok Pap!” he shouted back as we edged 
along.  And then it got worse.   Because the rain poured harder, the wind strengthened, and we got 
separated crossing the 1/4 mile of open water to get to safety.  He was taking a different angle and 
paddling stronger.  I was losing steam and falling behind.  Worst of all, he couldn’t hear me yelling. 
 

In that crystalline moment, it occurred to me that we had briefly traded places.  For almost 16 years, I 
was HIS  protector.  I was HIS strength.  I was HIS shield.  I WAS.  But in this same moment, as I saw 
him look for me (now 100 yards behind and drifting), something amazing happened.  He didn’t hesitate. 
He turned his board and came toward me.  Protection and determination in his eyes.  Strong. Shielding. 
He was coming... to get... me.  In that moment, he became my protector, my shield, my strength.  I had 
been all these things for him.  And now he was all of these things for me.  And it was AWESOME. Tired 
rain pouring down my face, exhausted, and proud, I heard him.  
 

 “Are YOU ok dad?”, he asked.   “Yes, son.  I sure am.  I sure am.”  And I have never felt more strong 
and thankful at the same time in my life. 

As we head into this fall, I am reminded that for 159 years this band of pilgrims called St. Mark ’s has 
been raising up disciples of Jesus Christ who use His strength to protect, shield, and minister to the 

people of Glynn County, the region, and beyond.   Because of Psalm 
46:1! 
 

The storms of our world from Charlottesville to Houston are menacing. 
 The winds that blow to divide us and the rain and waves that separate 
are daunting.  Even locally with needs so great, budgets to fund, and 
ministries to carry, I wonder If I am able.   

"Are you ok, Father?", asks a vestry member, a teenager, an 
usher, a deacon, a future deacon, a future priest, an altar guild 
member, a staff person, a treasurer, a warden, a choir director, 
a helloGoodbuy manager, a Day School director. 

“Yes St. Mark’s.  I sure am.  I sure am.”  And I have never felt 
more strong and thankful at the same time in my life. 

In Christ,  

Fr. Alan+ 
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

 Faith and Fellowship 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew kicked off our Fall season by beginning a new 
study series The Me I Want To Be,  a six part video based on the book of same title 
by John Ortberg. We are fortunate to have our Brother, Gareth Allcott, facilitat-
ing the study of this insightful video. This study will continue through the end of 
the year. 
 

Thursday, August 31st   

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be providing a cookout Birthday Dinner with 
all the fixings for the St Mark’s Towers residents. The Holy Smoker will be at 
work!  
 

Sunday, September 10th 

Tickets go on sale in the Parish Hall after church for our Fall Smoked Boston Butt Fund Raiser. 
Pick up date for your purchase will be Saturday, October 21st. Order yours early….the supply will 
be limited and we sold out early last year!!! 
 

A hunk of the proceeds will go towards Christmas gifts for our great Morningstar Youth Estate chil-
dren and other community outreach opportunities. 
 

Plans in the making for the 4th Annual Night on Bourbon Street Low Country Boil!!! 

Thursday, September 21st 

The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew and our study of the video The Me I 
Want To Be continues on this date. 

Dinner begins at 6:00 pm. All men of the Parish are welcome. Bring a friend!!! 

                                             Prayer, Study & Service!!!       

FALL GARDNERS AWAKE! 
Are there some gardeners out there that just love to get dirty and enjoy the fruits of their 
labor?  The St. Mark’s Garden has come alive and is in need of help on a once weekly basis.  
We have partnered with a project called “Clean Your Plate” at Coastal Medical Center which 
will use our organic vegetables to teach young families of children with diabetes, and other 
nutritional deficits, how to eat properly.  At present, the garden is tilled, planted and we are 
in need of partners for the long haul.  Please contact coordinator Linda Dorsey at lindors-
ey@aol.com or (404)840-1233 or Debbie at the Day School at 265-1090 to volunteer.   

WE NEED YOU! 
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What's Been Going On at  

'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?! 

 
Giving Back Ceremony: 
 

hello, Goodbuy celebrated its 2nd Quarterly Giving Back day of 2017 on 

Saturday July 8th. 10 area non profits received a total of $32,873. The fol-

lowing Saturday marked this Outreach Ministry of St. Mark's Episcopal 

Church's 6 year Anniversary.  Thanks to the generosity of donors, the hard 

work of dedicated volunteers and staff, and the continued support of our 

amazing customers the store has distributed +$560,000 to date, including 

$70,000 in pledges back to the Church. 

Matt Nelson & Allen Benner received funds on behalf of Children in Action 

Sports Club (CIA). They offer two programs: Summer outreach where they 

get to really open their doors and an after school program during which they can really deep dive in build-

ing relationships with the kids. They aim to show these kids that they really care about them and that they 

are worth their time and energy. Allen thanked us for making this 'investment' in their program through 

which they show kids that they are better than their circumstances. 

 

Jed Hewitt accepted funds on behalf of Coastal GA Council, Boy Scouts of America. These funds will 

help supplement cuts that have become a trend for their program. They aim to better the Community by 

growing kids into citizens. They serve 560 kids locally and operate with 246 volunteers. 

Ed Reilly accepted funds on behalf of Glynn County Juvenile court for their Kids net Glynn Program. 

Through this program they are able to provide services for kids whose families could not otherwise afford 

it. This program serves as a diversion for these kids out of the court system. — 

Brad Hummel received funds on behalf of the Golden Isles Basketball Association. They provide tutoring, 

test prep, college tours, and they teach every day life skills. All of their seniors graduated this year and 7 

were awarded basketball scholarships. 

Bill Thomas accepted funds on behalf of HIS Ministries. They started their program with a focus on drug 

addicts and prostitutes but found that their life choices would then trickle down to their children. They are 

now refocusing their efforts to work with the kids. 

Lea King-Badyna received funds on behalf of Keep Golden Isles Beautiful, a group that has been impact-

ing our community since 1979. These funds will support their 'is trash really trash' program and their 

school recycling challenge that runs for 2 weeks in October during which they collect items that cannot be 

recycled locally. Their programs aim to instill stewardship values and grow children to become good com-

munity citizens. 

Wells Kilgore received funds on behalf of Morningstar Children and Family Services, a group that has 

been serving special needs children in our Community for 76 years. These funds will help them with badly 

needed renovations in their school. There are 52 kids that live there 365 days/year. 

Jane Christian received funds on behalf of SOAR, a group that supports Adults with developmental disa-

bilities. They run an adult enrichment, volunteer based program. Businesses and churches alike are able to 

sponsor activities. Through funds they received from hello, Goodbuy last year they were able to build 

their initial infrastructure. 
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Camp St. Marks was a HUGE success!! 
 

40 campers had a blast crafting, learning, singing, and playing some crazy fun 
games!   Everything from kickball to flour wars to water balloon games!  Thank 
you all who participated, donated, and assisted in any way. 

 

 

 

 
Mardi Jones Johnston, one of our own volunteers, received funds on behalf of 

the Very Special Arts program. This program was started by one of the Kenne-

dy sisters, and according to Mardi it is a program that has died throughout the 

country. However, it is a program that is still going strong in our Community. 

There are currently more than 150 special needs students in our School System. 

Our board member, Mary Claire Jones, talked about the funds being distributed to the Glynn County Schools 

Adapted PE Program led by Steven Ginn. This program is geared towards the moderately disabled with PE 

opportunities that are tailored to their needs. They hope to use these funds to buy equipment such as large 

trikes to help these students with improving their coordination. 

 

 

~*~Volunteering is a work of heart~*~ 

 

**THANK YOU to our VOLUNTEER OF THE QUARTER Maria Garrett for 

always going above and beyond in everything that you do for the Mission of the 

Store - We Appreciate you SO MUCH and are proud to call you one of our 

own!!** 

 

"The heart of a volunteer is not measured in size, but by the depth of the commit-

ment to make a difference in the lives of others" -DeAnn Hollis 

 

**Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to get updates on Sales,  

Events, & New Inventory** 



  

 

 

    
 

 

 

August used to be a month of rest for all of us.  No 
more. We have been very busy with activities that in-
cluded the Boo Hoo breakfast for the St. Mark’s Day 
School moms, several receptions and back to school 
activities.  

 

 All members of ECW united to provide food for the reception for the funeral for Glynn 
Youngner. We also provided food for the reception that bid good-bye to Fr. Michael after his 
service during Fr. Alan’s time away. 

 

 St. Agnes Guild met in June and collected 604 boxes of cereal for distribution during St. Ath-
anaius food pantry distribution. They hosted the parish coffee hour on August 5. 

 

 The Blessing of the Backpacks was a great success. Our Morningstar children joined us for 
worship and each one received a backpack for their school supplies. Lynne Emery made name 
tags to attach to the backpacks. Following worship we had a lunch that included pizza sup-
plied by Jessica Simpson and Mellow Mushroom. Many thanks to all who provided a back-
pack for these children. We continue to hold a service at Morningstar each Sunday at 1:30. 

 

 St. Margaret’s Guild crowned themselves queen for a day in celebration of St. Margaret 
Queen of Scotland, who became our St. Margaret. Members and guests enjoyed a lovely 
luncheon at Lolly Jackson’s as we begin our fall activities. We hosted the Boo Hoo Breakfast 
for the St. Mark’s Day School moms. In July we hosted the St. Marks Towers birthday din-
ner. 

 

 St. Mary’s Guild Summer social held on August 6, with 22 guild members and 5 guests at 
Sanctuary Cove. The Guild provided food for the Youngner funeral reception, assisted with 
Appreciation Reception for Father Michael and helped with Morningstar kids reception on 
August 13th.  We have collected 524 food items for St. Athanasias Food Pantry. For infor-
mation contact Debby Stubbs at 912-996-1960.  

 

 The Backpack has resumed packing 35 backpacks of weekend food for students at Burroughs 
Mollette Elementary school. The team packs every Wednesday at 4:00. We are always in 
need of healthy snacks. 

 

 The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2nd Monday of eve-
ry month at 11:00 on the parish hall. The next meeting will be on September 11. All are wel-
come to attend. If you would like to get more involved in the activities of the women of the 
church email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net. 

 

 St. Mark's ECW received this beautiful hand made thank you from 
the women in prison that Nancy Urchangua ministers to. Our ECW 
gave them $200 to purchase craft materials. The crafts made will 
be sold by the women and the monies will be used to purchase dia-
pers and other necessities for their children. The women are al-
lowed to keep their children with them until the children are 3 
years old.  
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Kitchen notes…………….. 
Please: 

 Place brooms, mops, dustpans, etc.… in the kitchen closet. 
 Use dishcloths rather than paper towels. Dirty dishcloths may be 

placed in the plastic bag hanging on the kitchen closet door. 
 Use washable plates and cups whenever possible. Put in the dish-

washer and run the dishwasher. Dishes that won’t fit in the dish-
washer should be rinsed and placed in one of the triple sinks. 

There is no elf that cleans up the kitchen so each user must do their part 
to keep the kitchen clean. Everything you do to keep the kitchen clean 
will be appreciated. 

 

 Our new school year is off to a terrific start!  All the children are settling in nicely 

and enjoying the fun activities our creative teachers have planned.  SMEDS is so very blessed 

to have Mrs. Jen, Mrs. Amanda, Mrs. Misty and Mrs. Stephanie return for another year.   

 The staff and families of SMEDS would like to thank the generous ladies of St. 

Margaret's guild for hosting this year’s Boo Hoo breakfast on the first day of school.  Our 

parents enjoyed the breakfast and especially the gift bags filled with lots of goodies! 

 One of the best things about the first week of school is watching the special friend-

ships that are already forming between the children.  We are looking forward to another busy 

school year filled with lots of hands on learning, super fun activities, exciting events, & especial-

ly growing in our relationship with Jesus.   

I Blessings,  

  Mrs. Debbie  
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Senior Warden:  Bill 
Turner 

813-503-9027c 

634-0249h 

Tbill5253@gmail.com 2018 Evangelism 

Junior Warden: 230-89-=85c marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com 2017 Hospitality 

    Vestry Members     

Ava Bokker 479-903-4984c Avabokker1@gmail.com 2019 Teen/youth 

Jeff Buerstatte 665-1311c jstetta@gamail.com 2018 Hospitality 

Kay Curry 399-1807c kaycurry@gmail.com 2017 Stewardship 

Jonathan Havens 230-7346c jonathan@h@ocreativegroup.com 2019   

Bob Perry 617-1913c Perr5076@bellsouth.net 2018 Evangelism 

BJ Sellers 229-251-3534c Sellars253@gmail.com 2018 Hospitality 

Jessica Snyder 404-457-6609c Jessica@gtcmm.com 2019   

Brooks Thompson 223-9124c Brooksthompson86@outlook.com 2019   

Alan Younger 506-0258c 12watts@bellsouth.net 2017 Stewardship 

Rev. Alan Akridge 265-0600 aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com   Rector 

Sydneye Youngner   Clerk of the Vestry     

Wallace Harrell   Chancellor of the Vestry     

Joel Arline   Parish Treasurer     

2017 Vestry 

 
Savannah Lyons 

Luke Wilson 

Dawne Hudson 

Chance Buestatte 

Will Roberson 

Stella Gregory 

Ruth Kent 

Steve Banks 

Tim Meredith 

Tabbie Yesupriya 

2 

3 

5 

6 

6 

9 

9 

10 

10 

12 

Eleanor Gregory 

Joy Youngner 

Faye Boddiford 

Walker Butin 

Muri Nations 

April Baker 

R V Cate 

Hannah Gerrett 

Amy Broderic 

Ron Chappell 

13 

13 

15 

15 

15 

18 

19 

20 

21 

21 

 

Kelli Perry 

Marshall Baker, Jr. 

Steve Applegate 

Dale Williams 

Harriett Cathey 

Baylor Gordy 

George Lincoln 

Randy Baker 

Don McWaters 

21 

22 

24 

24 

25 

25 

26 

27 

29 

 

Jeff & Cindy Cowles 
Christophe & Anne Goodstein 
Tom & Randy Gross 
Luis & Kelsie Olivares 
 

2 
3 
3 
3 

S 
E 
P 
T 
E 
M 
B 
E 
R 

Wally & Urania Spencer 
Johnny & Jean Patelidas 
Alan & Kathleen Akridge 

11 
12 
26 
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