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RECTOR’S LETTER
Dear St. Mark’s:
Not long ago, I was speaking with a prominent and well informed congregational leader about how wonderful St. Mark’s was.
They had been among us in worship once or twice and totally
agreed! “The way you reach out across the aisles during the peace is
amazing!” they said.
“And the way you print the bulletins and explain the Eucharist are all so inviting.”, they added.
Then they asked me what we did AFTER worship. “How do you integrate people into the
family called St. Mark’s?”
I mentioned the opportunity below.
The Whatleys. The Snyders. The Parrishes. The Londons. The VanBrunts. But also,
Jeff, Adam, Daniel, Will, and so many more.
In the last four years, we made a conscious decision to DRAMATICALLY RAISE the bar
when it comes to being a part of St. Mark’s family. Instead of a segregated, brief, and informal process, we did something counter intuitive.
(continued on next page)
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We decided to meet for 8 weeks from 4-6pm. We decided to include long time members
too like the Bernatz family or the Cate family! And we committed to always share a meal
together and get to know one another.
And WOW! The difference it has made has been miraculous.
At it’s heart, a church is a family.
And the single dramatic truth about families is that the most important thing you can spend
on them is….TIME.
Are you longing for a deeper connection to God and to St. Mark’s?
Are you (or you and your spouse) looking for a way to re-connect and go deeper?
Is there something missing and you can’t figure out what it is?
Then see the following invitation and join us!
I know you are busy. I know there SEEMS like there are not enough hours in the day.
But if what you are doing isn’t working like you want….maybe the solution is to do something different!
Carve out time to spend with God and family this fall.
I have NEVER met a family who said they tried this and it didn’t work.
Sincerely,
Fr. Alan+
ps. go ahead and text me at 912-222-8746 and I’ll add you to this year’s fall class which
begins THIS Sunday at 4:00 pm in the parish hall!
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Dear Friends:
On behalf of the clergy, vestry, and parish family, I would
like to personally invite you to participate in the St. Mark's
101 experience.
Beginning Sunday afternoon October 1st 2017 at 4:00pm.
Supper is provided.
We meet weekly from 4-6pm for fellowship, supper, laughter, prayer, and learning on
7 occasions.
You are receiving this invitation because you are a part of an amazing group of pilgrims who've been among us in worship and we'd like to get to you you better...and
we'd like to invite you to get to know each other better.
See below for details.
In Christ, I am,
Sincerely,
Fr. Alan+

Who? This year's group is made up of about 30 men and women of all ages. Some have
been family for years. Others have recently arrived.
What? This series is designed to introduce the participant to a new group of people over a
short span of time and to feel at home when completed.
When? We finalize the meeting schedule at our first meeting but generally we meet on 8 occasions from 4-6 on Sundays for supper and all kinds of learning and fun. We generally do not
meet on major holidays.
Where? Most meetings occur in the parish hall but we do have one "field trip" where we visit
helloGoodbuy and St. Mark's Episcopal Day School as well as our HUD facility, St. Mark's Towers.
Why? We believe that "membership" is overrated. But relationships are not. Getting to know
more about each other and the Episcopal Church in an informal setting is a great way to gain
companions on the journey.
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Faith and Fellowship
SMOKED BOSTON BUTTS: CHRISTMAS PROJECT:
Sales have begun of those delicious smoked Boston butts. Proceeds go to the
Brotherhood Christmas Outreach Project!
You can purchase tickets from any Brotherhood member, you can purchase
tickets every Sunday in the Parish Hall after the 10:15am service and you can
contact Bill Turner: email: tbill5253@gmail.com or cell: 813-503-9027 to purchase a ticket.
Sales have been brisk. We only smoke a limited number of Boston Butts. Purchase your ticket soon. Sales end October 15th!!!!
4TH ANNUAL NIGHT ON BOURBON STREET LOW COUNTRY BOIL:
SAVE THE DATE: SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018!!!
OUTREACH:
August 31st: The Brotherhood held a cookout at
St. Mark’s Towers for the August Birthday Dinner. 80 great residents enjoyed burgers from the
rolling grill and all the fixings!!! (See picture)

THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING OF THE
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW:
The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of
St. Andrew is Thursday, October 19th @ 6:00pm
in the Parish Hall.
Gareth Allcott will continue our study of a video based on the book by John
Ortberg: “The Me I Want To Be.” ALL MEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED!!!!
(continued on next page)
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BROTHERHOOD
OF ST. ANDREW
September 19th: As residents returned from their
evacuation form Hurricane Irma, the Brotherhood grilled burgers and hot dogs for those returning to their homes that day.

The Day School is getting ready for our annual Coast Fest fundraiser, which
will take place on Saturday, Oct. 7. This fundraiser supports our school in many
ways including: paying for special events, scholarships for families
in need, and paying for general program expenses. This event is
huge and attracts over 10,000 people each year.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! We are asking for donations of baked goodies. Best sellers are bar cookies, brownies, cookies, muffins, rice
crispies treats, and mini breads. We will need the items to be individually wrapped or in baggies as we are selling them for $1 or $2
per baggie. We recommend staying away from baked goods with
icing that can melt, or cream cheese, as treats will be outside. You
may drop off your donations at the church between Oct. 1 – Oct. 6.
Thank you so much for your support of this important Day School fundraiser!
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What's Been Going On at
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?!
“Goodbyes are not forever. Goodbyes are not the end. They simply mean I'll miss you...until we
meet again” -Unknown
We have wished two key members of our 'GoodBuy' team Good Luck on
new journeys in their lives. Store merchandiser, Monica Guza, has followed her passion and returned to the school system. Do you have a child
at St. Simon's Elementary? They may see her and get to pass along a
warm hello!! Luckily for us, she is still saving some of her Saturday afternoons to stop in and clean up the clutter!! The other Good Luck wishes
can be passed along to our Board Member and volunteer of 3 years, Erin
Hirschhorn. During her time with us, she put so much of her time & energy along with her caring heart & soul into this ministry. Even though she
moved away, she couldn't shake the need to continue our work. She is
now giving us the inside scoop from a successful Episcopal Church Thrift
Store near her new home! (Pictured: a collage of memories during Erin's
time with us – she created a beautiful wreath for HBF's Festival of
Wreaths, her sister created our bra entry for last year's ARTrageous bra fundraiser & she opened up
her home to us for our annual Volunteer Appreciation Party!)
“When passing through the
storms in life, please remember: 1)
It could be worse 2) It will get
better” -Doe Zantamanta
September was a trying time as
we faced the force of Category 1
Hurricane Irma. Our hearts and
prayers go out to those who continue to rebuild from the storm's
damage. May we all look to those
who have been affected and learn
not only from their hardship, but
from their strength to carry on.
Hello, Goodbuy took a hit from the
storm. The main store took in some
water around the front windows, but
the majority of our damage took
place in our adjacent Annex building. This building is where we do the majority of our clothes processing,
host our First Saturday sales, and where we send our overflow of furniture etc. The HGB Annex took in
about four inches of water, flooding the entire building. The smell of mold and mildew was already significant by the time we returned to the store.
(continued on next page)
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Store Manager, Barbara Farias quickly jumped into action with the help of
volunteers and staff to get the carpet ripped out of the building, remove any
salvageable items, and make several dump runs to remove the items we could
not save. This crew of hardworking individuals was able to pull all of this off in only 2 days!! Although
things, without a doubt, could have been a lot worse, this is still a pretty big hit to the store as we lost a lot of
inventory and are currently unable to take in many donations. We count our blessings that, by the Grace of
God, we did not lose more and that the store is still able to operate as St. Mark's Outreach Ministry today.
FYI: 3rd Quarter Giving Back Day will be held at the store on Saturday October 21 st at 11am
**Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to get updates on Sales, Events, & New Inventory**

Do you know anyone with a background in
Community Relations?
Hello, Goodbuy currently has a part-time Job Position open for
a Community Relations Coordinator. We are looking for someone to help with coordinating donations, volunteers, and customer relations. Pass the word along – you can call or stop by
the store for more details!!

Hurricane Irma disrupted many ECW activities this
month. ECW did not meet and guilds rescheduled their
meetings. ECW members were seen in many places handing out food, helping clean up and in all ways taking care
of each other. ECW contributed funds to Coastal Outreach
Soccer to purchase food to feed the residents of Glynn Villas while their power was out.
A mailing has gone out to women of the parish who are not currently involved in our guilds or other activities encouraging them to get involved.
St. Mary's Guild welcomed two new members at their September meeting and are having more guild aprons
made for their new members. They enjoyed hosting the 10:15 service reception on September 24 and are
looking forward to working on their fall Outreach programs. They will be hosting the Birthday Supper at St.
Marks' Towers in October, and are looking forward to that special event. For more info contact any St.
Mary's member.
ECW is once again supporting the Day School’s involvement in CoastFest. This annual event brings thousands of people to the offices of the DNR with food provided by a number of vendors including St. Mark’s
Day School. This is their primary fundraising activity. We help by supplying cookies, brownies and other
baked goods.
The Backpack Team has resumed packing 35 backpacks of weekend food for students at Burroughs Mollette Elementary school. The team packs every Wednesday at 4:00 and are always in need of healthy snacks.
The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2 nd Monday of every month at
11:00 on the parish hall. The next meeting will be on October 9. All are welcome to attend. If you would like
to get more involved in the activities of the women of the church, email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.
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2017 Vestry
Senior Warden: Bill
Turner

813-503-9027c

Junior Warden:

230-89-=85c

Tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

2017

Hospitality

634-0249h

Chris Smith
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984c

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Teen/youth

Jeff Buerstatte

665-1311c

jstetta@gamail.com

2018

Hospitality

Kay Curry

399-1807c

kaycurry@gmail.com

2017

Stewardship

Jonathan Havens

230-7346c

jonathan@h@ocreativegroup.com

2019

Bob Perry

617-1913c

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

Evangelism

BJ Sellers

229-251-3534c

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609c

Jessica@gtcmm.com

2019

Brooks Thompson

223-9124c

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Alan Younger

506-0258c

12watts@bellsouth.net

2017

Rev. Alan Akridge

264-8316h
265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Sydneye Youngner

Clerk of the Vestry

Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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Carol Howell
Mike Van Brunt
Jean Tipaldos
Brenda Brown
Sheila Farmer
Johnny Patelidas
Jonathan Havens
John English Hulsey
Katie Breslin
Roger Owens
Pat Nolan

1
1
1
2
3
9
12
12
13
14
15

Gene & Lynn Wilson
Lee & Anne Cranz
Scott & Elizabeth Toney
Joey & Rebecca Neal

Olin Fraser
Evie Akridge
Alex Banks
Erin Quarterman
Jennifer Speight
Patrice Havens
Betty McConnell
Lolly Jackson
John Caldwell
Mike Whitley
Ben Husley

15
18
18
20

15
17
17
18
18
18
19
19
21
22
22

Stewardship
Rector

Lettie Jones
Chris Smith
Betty McBurnett
Jean YesupriyaBernatz
Lynn Wilson
Cheri Taylor
Michael Martin
Maggie Brantley
Jane Lafferty

Hugh & Jennifer Breslin
Ray & Charlotte Mulikin
Wallace & Mary Harrell
Daryl & Danny Morre

22
25
26
26
27
27
27
28
31

23
24
28
28

