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Dear Parish Family:
Some things take a while to come to fruition. But God always finishes what
He starts.
“I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to completion
at the day of Jesus Christ” Philippians 1:6
2010 November: Almost 7 years ago, November 23, 2010 the vestry and new
rector of St. Mark’s agreed to purchase a vacant lot at 805 Monck Street for
$36,000.00 because it was contiguous with the Day School property and we
thought it might one day be useful.
For four years, at various times, people inquired as to the eventual use of the lot and on a few occasions,
particular members of our parish would even suggest we sell it. Truthfully, we struggled to keep the vision alive and the vacant lot from being overgrown. At one point, an Eagle Scout named Dylan cleared
the lot and installed a Pagoda at the entrance.
Some things take a while to come to fruition. But God always finishes what He starts.
2014 August: Carol Brubaker became aware of the lot. Carol and her husband Bob had become a part
of St. Mark’s immediately after their dear friend Tom Sublett’s funeral. When Bob passed away, Carol
decided to pursue turning the vacant lot into a vegetable garden as a memorial to her husband. Carol’s
vision was drawn up to literally “transform” the space into what can only be described as “sacred”. With
raised beds, irrigation, fencing, and access for the day school, the shape of the beds would create the outline of a cross with Bermuda grass in between.

(continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page.)
Not knowing how it would eventually be funded or when it would be completed, we continued to trust God. Carol worked actively with a future Eagle
Scout named Ben Butin (John and Mary’s son) and the vacant lot continued to
take shape.
Some things take a while to come to fruition. But God always finishes
what He starts.
2015 July: Almost a year after her husband, Carol herself died tragically with
her vision for the garden only partly realized. Her daughter Katie and an
amazing donation from a family friend’s foundation took up the mantle of the
garden and worked actively with David Herndon’s Landscaping Company to
finish the beds, install the fencing and irrigation, and plant the grass. The
large planters with lime trees bordering the pagoda came from the Brubaker
garden in Shaw’s Bounty!
Some things take a while to come to fruition. But God always finishes what He starts.
2016 April: Then Palm Sunday, we commissioned the garden with help from
Ali Simpson and the Day School who began to use the beds for education and
service hours.
Still, we prayed for God to raise up a master gardener and a use for the produce which would result.
Some things take a while to come to fruition. But God always finishes
what He starts.
2017 June: Then God decided to finish what He started. Linda Dorsey and
her husband Owen became a part of St. Mark’s and Linda is a master gardener. Trisha Perry heard about a new non-profit with connections to Safe Harbor
(across the street from us) called “Clean Your Plate”.
A physician and director of this fledgling ministry
reached out to me to see about getting a helloGoodbuy distribution to…. (I promise I’m not making this up) “Construct an
organic garden which would educate and feed “at risk” children.” I said to Dr.
Danielle Shelton, “What if I could ‘go you one better’ and simply give you the
keys to an already completed PERFECT garden just waiting for you and your
ministry?”
Some things take a while to come to fruition. But God always finishes
what He starts.
2017 October: The Brunswick News showed up to witness the children from
the Day School harvest the first offerings from a spectacular miracle 7 years in
the making. The pictures tell the story and loudly proclaim that some things
take a while to come to fruition but God always finishes what He starts.
What dreams do you have that lie dormant? What sparks for love, education, vocation, or health?
Let these pictures be a witness. Rise up mighty men and women of God. He has not forgotten what
is in your heart.
Fr. Alan
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Faith and Fellowship
THANK YOU…..

To everyone who purchased a Boston butt and supported our efforts to fund our Annual Christmas
Project!!!
Again this year, this fund raiser was sold out!!!!
Big Thank You to All Brothers Who Sold Tickets:
RV Cate, Scott Pyle, Wendell Altman, Ed Williams,
Larry Youngner, Steve Crowder, Gareth Allcott,
Mike VanBrunt, Will Whatley, Greg Wellstead***
( Top Salesman), Pat Nolan, Terry Carroll, Johnny
Patiledas.
Big Thank You to the Brothers who managed the smoking process:

Will Whatley, Terry Carroll, RV Cate and
Chris Smith.

Big Thank You to the Brothers who managed the pick up process:

Steve Crowder and Greg Wellstead.
Big Thank You to the Brother who managed the cooler cleaning process:

Eddie Lambright.
SAVE THIS DATE: 4Th Annual “Night on Bourbon Street” Low Country Boil:
Saturday, February 24, 2018!!!
The Next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be Thursday, November 16th at 6:00pm. Study session led by Gareth Allcott. All men of
the parish are invited!!!!!
Prayer, Study & Service
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What's Been Going On at
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?!
Are you looking to fill some free time with fun and rewarding work?!
There are always VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES available here at hello, Goodbuy!! Stop by the store and
talk with Store Manager Barbara Farias to find out what you can do to help your local Outreach Ministry!!
Do you plan on 'cleaning house' for the Holidays?!
Think of us FIRST when deciding where to take your gently used items (i.e. housewares, Knick knacks,
toys & games, furniture, clothes, etc.). REMEMBER we can only accept items that are in good/sellable/
working condition (i.e. no chips, cracks, stains, etc.). If you have any questions about what we may or
may not be able to accept call the store @ (912) 264-8181. When replacing or downsizing gently used
furniture that you cannot transport yourself call the store to find out if we have any volunteers available to do a pick up for you!!
Check out some of these cool items we have had in the store recently!!

Be sure to stop in the store FIRST for all of your Holiday needs!!

During the month of November, St. Mark’s Day School is collecting items to
help children in Puerto Rico who were affected by hurricane Maria.
We are collecting the following items:
Book bags, lunch boxes, notebooks, crayons, markers, glue, rulers, calculators, D
batteries, baby wipes, flashlights or headlamps, coloring books, puzzles, chalk,
toothbrushes, playing cards, books, small Kleenex bags, and Spanish bibles.

Please drop off all items in the box located in the parish hall by Nov. 16.
Thank you so much for helping the child help those in need!!!
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ON THE LAMPSTAND
For the next several months we will be bringing you stories of God at work in the lives of
our Saint Mark’s community members. We hope it will become a regular feature and an
encouragement, even a challenge to us all as we walk day to day with the Lord.
Why “On the Lampstand?” It comes from Mark 4 v 21-22 … “Is a lamp brought in to be
put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to
be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to the light.”
So many of us have stories of God’s grace working in us and for us and through us. Perhaps its time to bring them
out and give glory to our God!

When Misfortune Turns to Blessing contributed by Judy Allcott
It was three o’ clock in the morning when my brother and I got the call to say that my dad had fallen in the night
and was now at the hospital waiting for an operation, having badly broken his hip on his very first night in his new
nursing home! I could not believe it! How could God have let this happen I wondered? I began to doubt that God
had heard any of my prayers. Even though my father suffered with severe short term memory loss he remembered the fall in the strange ‘home’ and resolutely declared he would never set foot in there again!
His operation however proved to be a great success, even though he was in his eighties. During his weeks there
convalescing and no doubt because of bed rest with his feet raised up and the daily care of devoted nurses, not
only did his hip heal but his many leg ulcers which had plagued him for years also healed and they never came
back!
Then just before dad’s release from hospital my brother received a recommendation from a friend for a much
different nursing home but with just one space left, so we hastened to get my father in there.
He had been there three weeks before I was able to visit him and I wondered how he would be feeling. I looked
for my dad and saw he was smiling, and as we chatted he astonished me by saying he’d been there before, in the
1940’s! He even claimed to have stayed there in the ‘upper rooms’ as he called it. I hastily corrected him. “No
dad, you’re getting confused!” I knew there were no such rooms but he insisted and set about describing them in
remarkable detail. I was intrigued.
Calling one of the older staff members I asked if there were any unused rooms in the attic and she told me that
after the second world war the premises had been used as a rehabilitation center of sorts; a half way house for
returning war veterans before going back into the workplace. She said there were indeed several unused rooms
in the attic.
This was unbelievable! I discovered that my father, who had worked in a well-known department store before
the war had been sent there along with some of his co-workers. What were the odds? My father remembered it
all fondly and christened his new dwellings his ‘home from home.’ He stayed there happily for nine years and
amazingly often told me how lucky he was to be there!
If my father hadn’t broken his hip, his legs would not have healed. If he had not spent six weeks in hospital the
opportunity to move to a better facility may not have come and who could predict that God would orchestrate
his move to a place where he had a history unknown to any of us?
As I looked back over the events that unfolded I remembered the prayers that I thought had gone unheard and
unanswered: God had answered every one of them and taught me much about love and trust.
How beautiful that we serve a God who loves us and who hears us; one who knows our needs and who can absolutely ‘work all things together for good!’
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Hurricane Irma disrupted many ECW activities last

month. ECW did not meet and guilds rescheduled their
meetings. ECW members were seen in many places handing out food, helping clean up and in all ways taking care of
each other. ECW contributed funds to Coastal Outreach
Soccer to purchase food to feed to the residents of Glynn Villas while their power was out.


A mailing has gone out to women of the parish who are not currently involved in our guilds or other activities encouraging them to get involved.



St. Mary's Guild welcomed two new members at their September meeting and are having more guild
aprons made for their new members. They enjoyed hosting the 10:15 service reception on September 24
and are looking forward to working on their fall Outreach programs. They will be hosting the Birthday
Supper at St. Marks' Towers in October, and we are looking forward to that special event. For more info
contact any St. Mary's member.



ECW is once again supported the Day School’s involvement in CoastFest. This annual event brings
thousands of people to the DNR. Food is provided by a number of vendors, including St. Mark’s Day
School. This is the school’s primary fundraising activity. We helped by supplying cookies, brownies and
other baked goods.



The Backpack has resumed packing 35 backpacks of weekend food for students at Burroughs Mollette
Elementary school. The team packs every Wednesday at 4:00. We are always in need of healthy snacks.



The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2nd Monday of every month at
11:00 on the parish hall. The next meeting will be on Nov. 6. All are welcome to attend. If you would
like to get more involved in the activities of the women of the church email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.


Seventeen members of St. Mary's Guild had a wonderful evening serving BBQ

birthday supper to the residents of St. Mark's Towers on October 24th. Our members host these suppers twice a year, spring and fall. We are looking forward to the
busy upcoming holiday season. Our November Outreach project is preparing
Christmas bags for the seafarers at the International Seafarers' Center. To join in
the great fellowship we share, contact any St. Mary's member.
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St. Mark’s Church has the Belk Ladies’ entrance again this year for the Salvation Army bell-ringing. This year there will be five Fridays, beginning
on November 24, continuing through December 22. We will start each day
at 10:00 a.m., and the last hour will begin at 7:00 p.m. The signup sheets are
on the bulletin board on the Egmont Street side. This is a good cause and a
lot of fun. Singles, couples, and families are welcome to participate. We have a great spot, and you
will see friends, neighbors, and fellow church members who come to shop. We sincerely
appreciate all of the participants in years past. We hope you will consider serving again
this year, and we welcome anyone who has not previously been able to help. When you
come to church, please check the signup sheet to see if there is a convenient slot for you.
You will be glad you did.
Jug MacKenzie, Coordinator.
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2017 Vestry
Senior Warden: Bill
Turner

813-503-9027c

Junior Warden:

230-89-=85c

Tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

2017

Hospitality

634-0249h

Chris Smith
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984c

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Teen/youth

Jeff Buerstatte

665-1311c

jstetta@gamail.com

2018

Hospitality

Kay Curry

399-1807c

kaycurry@gmail.com

2017

Stewardship

Jonathan Havens

230-7346c

jonathan@h@ocreativegroup.com

2019

Bob Perry

617-1913c

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

Evangelism

BJ Sellers

229-251-3534c

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609c

Jessica@gtcmm.com

2019

Brooks Thompson

223-9124c

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Alan Younger

506-0258c

12watts@bellsouth.net

2017

Rev. Alan Akridge

265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Sydneye Youngner

Clerk of the Vestry

Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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Heaven Bryan
Charlotte Mulikin
Carole Nolan
Susan Van Brunt
Mary Helen Branch
Elliott Younger
Barbara Ekberg
Myra Braswell

1
1
2
3
4
4
5
6

Chad & Jessica Faurote
Kel & Erin Quarterman
Ralph & Beverly
Dembowczyk

Katrina Crews
Bob McGuire
Marion Nelson
Ron Adams
Linda Mahoney
Gareth Allcott
Hugh Breslin
Elisabeth Jones

5
18
21

7
7
8
9
10
12
12
14

Stewardship
Rector

Stephen Lyons
Faith Joyce
Mary Butin
Beverly Dembowczyk
Albert Shelander
Mark Conway
Ginger Hodges
Joan Roberson
Sherry Younger

Pat & Carole Nolan
Donald & Glatis Thomas
Ed & Bobbi Williams
Dustin & Erica Cathey

14
15
17
18
19
22
23
23
29

22
23
23
24

