BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE

Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day Services:
12/24—Family Christmas Service
at 4:00pm
12/24—Midnight Mass at
11:00pm
Service Music begins at 10:30pm
12/25—Christmas Day Spoken Holy
Eucharist at 10:15am

December 2017

In this issue:










Rector’s Letter
Brotherhood of St. Andrew
Hello Goodbye
ECW News
On the Lampstand
A Service of Lessons & Carols
Vestry Nominees
Jr. Warden’s Report
VestryBirthdays & Anniversary's

Dear St. Mark’s,
I was not the typical seminary student. I attended Virginia Theological Seminary in Alexandria, VA as a lay person to earn a Masters of Theology. I felt
called to teach. Not preach. That is to say. I didn’t fit.
Honestly, not being in the ordination pipeline had it’s advantages.
beholden to any bishop or faculty.

I wasn’t

I could skip a class to go to DC for the

day. I could even sleep in while my peers where attending obligatory morning “chapel” but mostly, being a lay student meant that I worked on campus
and off in lots of different capacities. I tended bar for receptions, set up audio visual equipment for faculty, delivered campus mail, and even served as banquet staff for special
events.

In some ways, I was more an employee than a student. Perhaps that was the most

important advantage because I met and worked with the most amazing people.

Together,

we didn’t fit.
One day, I found myself at lunch in the refectory (that’s Episcopal for “cafeteria”) with my
Church History professor. From this same man, I earned the only “C” I ever made in Seminary. He asked what I was going to do with my Master in Theology and I replied without
replied without thinking, “I’m fascinated with linear time and I think I want to get a doctorate in the theology of time.”

(continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page.)
It’s hard to accurately describe the way he looked at me
but my comment stopped him eating.

His fork paused

mid ascent, he seemed genuinely surprised, and said
something like, “Oh, well I that is a very rigorous field
and frankly, you don’t have the brain power to do something like that but I wish you the best in whatever field
you pursue.”

In short, “You don’t fit”.

I found myself

agreeing with him and even admiring his willingness not
to “pull punches”.

We finished our lunch and I didn’t

think much more about it.
The truth is that the professor was partly correct.

The

seminary was partly correct. The administrators, bishops, and Divinity students were all partly correct. When I look back on my life to that point and since, I can see a pattern. Seven year old heart patients don’t fit.

Lazy intellectual teenagers don’t fit.

Auburn fans don’t fit.

Lay seminarians don’t

fit. Youth ministers like me “don’t fit”. Today, it’s not uncommon for me to hear, “You’re not a normal
priest.” Which is another way of saying, “I don’t fit.”
Another story. I remember when I called my priest from St. Paul’s Mobile, Al to tell him I was headed to
seminary. It had been more than 10 years since I’d seen him and he was living in Louisiana working at a
church there. “Fr. Guido, you are not going to believe it but I wanted to call and tell you that I am going
to seminary in the fall.” There was a brief pause on the line and I could almost feel his smile through the
phone. A joyous tone to his reply and affirmation that filled the room as he said, “You know Alan, I've
always kept a list of those teenagers who I thought one day might go to seminary. Your name was #1 on
that list.”
It is ironic that I was MORE surprised by Fr. Verbeck’s response to the expression of my dream than I was
to Dr. “His name isn’t important."
In fact, I bet you can relate. “Everyone’s a critic” isn’t even attributable to a particular person!
If the church is to be the church….
Then we simply must remember to be purveyors of Good News!
“Allow me to play the ‘devil’s advocate’”, says the critic. But the last time I checked, the Kingdom of
God doesn’t include a job for the advocate for our adversary!
Of course there is always room for exceptions but I am firmly convinced that what the world really, truly,
needs is more enthusiastic advocates for the saving work of Christ completed by the people of God for His
glory. And these people, I have discovered, are almost always people who at one point or another, “Don’t
fit.”
Because the God we follow was the perfect example of “Don’t fit”. Which puts us in pretty good company.
God Bless all of us this Christmas who “don’t fit”.
Fr. Alan+
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Prayer, Study and Service
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew wishes to thank everyone who supported the 3rd Annual
“Night on Bourbon Street” Low Country Boil, our September Smoked Boston Butts fundraiser and PB&J Sunday this year!
Through your support were able to:
Pay for a month’s rent for a family in need, purchase a humidifier for a
St. Mark’s Towers resident, cook lunch for Brunswick Fireman & Police, purchase 600 bottles of water/Gator Aid for firemen fighting the
North Florida fires, hold a cookout for the Morningstar Children, cook
lunch for Pentecost Sunday, cook dinner for St. Mark’s Towers Birthday
Dinner, assist in cooking lunch for St. Mark’s Towers residents returning from Irma evacuation, cook Stewardship Sunday lunch, provide
funds for Christmas presents for Morningstar children, provide funds to the St. Mark’s Towers Christmas Angels Fund and provide 35 cases of peanut butter/Jelly for the PB & J ministry which provides 175 sandwiches/day to Glynn Academy students who lack food at night.
Also, thank you to Brother Gareth Allcott for facilitating our Fall video study program
based on the book “The Me I Want To Be” by John Ortberg.
Also, thank you to all the Brothers who faithfully attended are 12 monthly General Meetings! Thanks to the Directors for attending 11 monthly Directors Meetings!
The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be Thursday, December
21st at 6:00pm in the Parish Hall. Following a brief dinner we will conclude our Fall
study and choose a new study program, facilitated by Gareth
Allcott, which will begin in January. All men of the Parish are
invited!!!
4TH ANNUAL “NIGHT ON BOURBON STREET” LOW
COUNTRY BOIL 2/24/18!!!
Prayer, Study & Service!!!
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What's Been Going On at
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?!
On Saturday October 21st 'hello, Goodbuy', an Outreach Ministry of Saint Mark's Episcopal Church, distributed +$35,000 to 13 area Non Profits. Bless all of
our donors, volunteers and customers who make our
Mission possible. With their help we have distributed
+$580,000 to date to +90 different charities in Glynn
Co!!! Bless all of the amazing organizations working
out in our Community to make a difference!!!!
1. Chandra Mahony received funds on behalf of Village of Coastal Georgia - a program that supports
homeless, pregnant women/new mothers and their
infants in crisis. They help them find shelter, nutritious food, healthy living education, medical, dental,
and mental health care through their partnerships
with groups in our Community.
2. Ann Delea received funds on behalf of Shepherds for Seniors - a program that has been going strong for 12 years to help those without a support system. They currently sponsor 20
elderly in our Community with the help of a dedicated group of volunteers, most of which
are long term helpers who having been serving through this program for up to 10 years.
3. Leslie Hill Hartman received funds on behalf of Safe Harbor Children's Center for their new
space for at risk youth to practice skills for the workforce.
4. John Keen received funds on behalf of The Remedy Project - a program that treats the emotional and mental health needs of the neglected addict in our community by providing quality, compassionate and personalized care. They strive to create a caring environment where
friends help friends in need, and provide a worthwhile outlet for volunteers to give of themselves, and show the love of Christ.
5. Dr. Shirley Wilson received funds on behalf of the Brunswick chapter of the Links, Inc. - a
program that is concerned primarily with enriching, sustaining and ensuring the identities,
culture and economic survival of African-Americans and person of African descent. The
members of the Brunswick Chapter are business and civic leaders throughout the greater
Georgia community. The goal of the Brunswick Chapter is to enrich and empower the community through service programs that align with the national mission.
6. Susan Conway received funds on behalf of Hospice of the Golden Isles to provide books for
children to help them get through the loss of loved ones.
7. Luck Flanders received funds on behalf of Heather House to sponsor the first month rent
for three girls - this program is a long-term residential recovery program for women located in Georgia’s Golden Isles. Their goal is to provide a loving and safe home with a drug and
alcohol free environment. They believe through hard work and community support, these
women can become self supporting, productive members of society.
(Continued on next page.)
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(Continued from previous page.)

8. Bert Brown received funds on behalf of Habitat for
Humanity - they are currently building their 84th home in
Glynn Co.
9. Linda Rigazio received funds on behalf of Grace House
- this program is a faith-based peer support, 12 step residential recovery program to help women get sober and
become self supporting. Their vision is to empower women through education, encouragement and employment.
10. Dorothy Bromley received funds on behalf of Amity
house - this program began in 1983 as an emergency
shelter for victims of domestic abuse and has since grown
into an organization that not only provides shelter but
also a wide range of services to victims including safety
planning, goal setting, financial assistance, childcare, food
bank, clothing, transportation, furnishings, parenting education, children’s programs, and a 24 hour crisis line, and
more.
11. Melinda Ennis-Roughton received funds on behalf of
Family Connection - this group works as a local collaborative body that includes representatives from state and local agencies, non-profit organizations, faith based organizations, business and the general population to address the most critical needs of families and children in
Glynn County.
12. Judi Riccio received funds on behalf of Faithful Love - this is a new ministry that helps revitalize trafficked women and women struggling with addictions in coastal Georgia, Florida and Alabama through programs with counseling, rescuing, and physically transforming lives and communities through Christ centered
love and support.
13. Detra Brock received funds on behalf of Communities in
schools - through this program volunteers mentors kids
from elementary school to graduation by giving them an
adult in their life who holds them accountable

~*~ Thank-you to our Volunteer of the Quarter, Linda Fletcher,
for her dedication to the hello, Goodbuy Mission and for giving so
selflessly of her time and energy ~*~
**Follow us on Facebook and Instagram to get updates on
Sales, Events, & New Inventory**
***Share our Facebook Posts to help spread our Mission in the
Community!!***
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 December is a very special time in the life of the church.
A number of celebrations are planned as part of the month
long celebration of the birth of Jesus.
 ECW is very grateful to Ruth Kent who has plans to
generously purchase a new stove for the kitchen.
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We will have participated in the Parish Christmas Bazaar on December 2. ECW members are baked and collected “white elephants” for the Bazaar.



ECW helped with the Wobble B4U Gobble Turkey Day 5k run and walk that benefitted Morningstar.



Judy Lyons reported that the recent UTO offering collected about $600.



Twenty-two members of St. Mary’s Guild met for their November meeting, where they presented their two
newest members with their official guild aprons and made plans for the remainder of this year. Food donations
for St. Athanasius so far this year total 970 items; several members regularly donate cash to this wonderful
outreach program. The members collected a large number of completed gift bags and boxes as well as several
bags of extra items for the "Christmas at Sea" program of the International Seafarers' Center. Many members
plan to participate in the Christmas Bazaar Bake Sale and White Elephant Sale, and will have a table with
crafts for sale. Our annual Christmas party will be December 10th. The group meets monthly for lunch. For
more info contact any Debby Stubbs or any St. Mary's member.



St. Agnes Guild hosted the Coffee Hour following the November 5th Sunday service. It was a special day for
St. Mark's as on November 5th, 1917, 100 years ago, the cornerstone for the present church was laid in tower
floor. At St. Agnes monthly meeting in November, a large amount of cereal was gathered for St. Athanasius
Episcopal food pantry for the children and elders during the Thanksgiving holidays.



St. Margaret’s guild hosted the reception after confirmation when the Bishop visited on November 12. The
members are looking forward to their annual Christmas party on December 10 in the home of Rita Spaulding
and Jeff Buerstatte. They will also be participating in the Christmas Bazaar.



ECW voted to contribute $500 to the St. Mark’s Towers Foundation to assist residents with expenses related to
Hurricane Irma.



The Backpack has resumed packing 35 backpacks of weekend food for students at Burroughs Mollette Elementary school. The team packs every Wednesday at 4:00. We are always in need of healthy snacks.



The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2 nd Monday of every month at 11:00
on the parish hall. The next meeting will be on December 11. All are welcome to attend. If you would like to
get more involved in the activities of the women of the church email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.
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ON THE LAMPSTAND
For the next several months we will be bringing you stories of God at work in the
lives of our Saint Mark’s community members. We hope it will become an encouragement, even a challenge to us all as we walk day to day with the Lord.
Why “On the Lampstand?” It comes from Mark 4 v 21-22 … “Is a lamp brought in
to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to the light

THE GOD WHO CARES Contributed by Jan Dohn
It was the 4th of July, probably the worst holiday of the year for a divorced woman with no significant other
and family members who lived in distant parts of the country; adult children living their adult lives with their
own children and friends. The loneliness of holidays, especially this one, is always intense but this one was
more so. My best friend who had been the nearest thing to a sister to me for more than twenty years had suddenly cut off contact for no reason that I knew of. There was no argument, no anger, simply no contact! In
the past she had invited me to be part of her close-knit family on holidays, especially the 4th of July. It was a
time of fun, laughs, barbecue and a lot of love. I missed the fun and I missed her. I was upset and didn’t know
how to put it behind me. In sheer desperation I cried out to the empty house, “Lord, I’m so lonesome. I hurt.
Please send me a friend I can love and talk to.” The next morning I rolled out of bed, forced myself to put on a
smile, looked at the red-eyed woman in the mirror and said to her what had become my bad day mantra, ‘If
you just get up and show up, the dawn will come.” Then I got in my car and left to go to the grocery store
hoping to have a better day, never suspecting that my plea of the day before would so soon be answered.
At the grocery store, I wandered up and down the aisles thinking of nothing more important than whether to
buy liverwurst or bologna when I accidentally bumped into the cart of a lady going in the opposite direction. I
looked up to apologize and got as far as “I’m so ….” When I realized it was my friend Pat from Atlanta from
40 years ago! We had been to the same college, she had been my teaching role model and my French speaking
role model; we had been a divorce support group of two when we both found ourselves facing divorce at the
same time. We stood in the grocery store for over an hour catching up. Pat was a friend who I loved and trusted. Pat was my gift from God . . . the answer to my heartfelt prayer.
After exchanging numbers, tearful hugs and promises to stay in touch we left and have been in touch several
times. She has been my Sunday morning wake up call and I have been her word of encouragement when her
sister was seriously ill. I hope we will continue to be that support we once were to each other. God has given us
a great opportunity; the rest is up to us!
“This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.”
1John 5 v 15
Scripture tells us that God knows every hair on our head (Mathew 10 v 30) and that he knows what we need
even before we express it.
What a wonderful picture of how much God cares!
If you have a story to share or if you would like more information you can contact me at jallcott@gmail.com
I would love to hear from you

.
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I have been attending St. Mark’s since 2005. Both of my daughters were confirmed here and I was
received in June of 2006. Our grandson attended St. Mark’s Day School in preschool and was baptized and confirmed here.
Currently I work part-time as a merchandiser for American Greeting and part-time in St. Mark’s
nursery, while pursuing my degree in Psychology. I plan to begin graduate school in the fall of 2018.
I am a member of St. Margaret’s Guild and volunteer with Morningstar CFS.
As a life-long Roman Catholic, I was looking for a church home in 2005. The first Sunday I attended, I was greeted and immediately felt at home. I am a St. Mark’s 101 graduate.
I look forward to working with St. Mark’s, perhaps in the youth area. Both of my children were active in EYC. I have
some ideas about involving the youth in our church with those less fortunate, such as Morningstar or developmentally
disabled young adults.
If elected I look forward to working wherever the Holy Spirit guides me or the church needs my services.

Julia Gerrett
I have been attending worship at St. Mark’s since 2003. I was baptized and confirmed in the Roman
Catholic Church and I was received at St. Mark’s. My granddaughter was baptized, confirmed and
married here where she attends with her family.
I am a member of St. Margaret’s Guild and I am the Kitchen Committee. I have been a Sunday School
volunteer along with many other activities.
After self-employment for many years, I have worked part-time for Glynn County Board of Education, primarily as a substitute teacher, mostly in elementary grades.
I came to St. Mark’s because I was looking for a church family. Friends in the community encouraged
me to attend. We did, and Jenny and I were greeted warmly and have enjoyed our family at St. Mark’s. I look forward to
continued involvement with young children in Sunday school, and to continued involvement with our ministries.
I would bring to the vestry strong organizational skills and ideas for the youth and our many ministries, both within the
church and within the community. I have some ideas about stewardship of our church resources and about efficient operation of our facilities.

Martha Dekle

I have been attending St. Mark’s full time since May, 2015. I found St. Mark’s when searching
for a church home while on temporary duty at FLETC in 2013. My wife Leda, daughter Helena, and I relocated here from Utah and hope our two older children migrate this way in the
next two to three years. Currently I work as a logistician (supply guy) for the Transportation
Security Administration at FLETC. I currently serve as a Lay Eucharistic Minister at St.
Mark’s
With the family-sized congregation at St. Judes in Utah, I wore many hats including treasurer,
vestry member, scribe, Junior and Senior warden. We were a small voice speaking loudly as a minority in a religiously diverse community. Our outreach included feeding 250-300 college students one day every week. I understand and can assist in the process to organize, plan and execute a program within the community, spiritual and necessity driven, that is
seen as a positive, supportive project that can help those in our community.
I am excited about our engagement with ourselves and others in our community in Brunswick and Glynn County. I am
amazed with the amount of outreach we perform; especially with those ministries not directly under St. Mark’s.

Daniel (Dan) Burr
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I began attending St. Mark’s in January, 2016. During my first few Sundays, it became clear
to me that God had lead me to this place. Fr. Alan baptized me in the waters off St. Simons
on May 11, 2016, an event shared with many of my St. Mark’s family.
As a young man, I was honored to serve my country as a Navy SEAL, but I was not cut out
for a military career. After the Navy, I worked in a prison, moved to Alaska, graduated from
college, worked on the railroad, worked at a junior college, taught English in Venezuela,
travelled and generally lived life without much focus. I finally settled into federal law enforcement. I have been an Agent now for 17 years and am currently assigned as an instructor to the Federal Law Enforcement Academy at FLETC.
I am a team player and mission-oriented. If elected to the vestry, I look forward to building consensus on the
priorities of St. Mark’s and then using whatever talents God has provided me to accomplish our goals.
My involvement in the ministries of St. Mark’s include hello Goodbuy and Morningstar Youth Estate, two programs which have touched my heart. I would encourage everyone to get involved in some of the wonderful
projects of St. Mark’s. By His grace you’ll receive more than you put in.
Jeff Marks

I was received into the Episcopal Church in 2000 from the Roman tradition. This move was
not taken lightly by me or my husband, but soon after attending St. Patrick’s Episcopal
Church in Dunwoody, we knew we had found our spiritual home.
I moved to St. Simons two years after my husband died. One day my builder introduced me
to Fr. Alan who was in my neighborhood, blessing new homes, including mine as the foundation was being laid. He invited me to the Thursday healing service and I have been a fixture there ever since.
My connection with St. Mark’s grew stronger during the four-year EfM course as I developed deep relationships with my fellow EfMers and a deeper love for Jesus and greater understanding and respect for the Episcopal church.
My involvement with the fifth Wednesday Manna House group can only be described as a God wink. I am a
member of St. Mary’s Guild which is a beautiful mix of social and service. I made my Cursillo in 1986 in the
Catholic Church but am now involved in the Episcopal program. I attend Group Reunion and Ultreya. I am
also a member of the Healing Prayer ministry, serve as Lay Eucharistic Visitor and assist at St. Mark’s Towers.
To me, St. Mark’s is a spirit-filled sanctuary of beauty, grace, healing and love.
Tess Stuermer
I have been a member of St. Mark’s since moving to Brunswick in 2008.
During this time, I have served as a Lay Eucharistic Minister, was on the originating committee of hello Goodbuy and was an early chair of the board. I have served one term on the
vestry and have worked on the Altar Guild. I am a member of St. Margaret’s Guild; I participate in Cursillo/Ultreya and serve on the Discernment Committee.
St. Mark’s is a very important part of my life as a Christian. It is here that I celebrate the
good times in my life as well as seek comfort in the sad times.
If elected to the vestry, I would like to contribute in whatever way I am called to do.
Carol Howell
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I have been attending worship at St. Mark’s since March of 2016. I came to St. Mark’s because I was in search of a place to worship that had not lost its reverence and where people just loved the Lord and each other.
I found in a lot of services I was visiting, people had become complacent with their worship and in their place of worship. When I stepped into St. Mark’s, it just felt like home. I
attended Sunday services a few times, then I went to the Thursday healing service and just
fell in love all over again. I grew up in Baptist churches and have volunteered through the
years to teach Sunday school, be a youth leader, do the church's financial records, and
many other things—just not cooking.
Currently I work for the Glynn County Board of Commissioners as the Director of Administrative Services
and CFO.
The gifts I bring to the vestry include a heart for Christ—I am striving to become more like Him every day. I
also bring a voice with varied experiences. I am not afraid to share my opinion and why I think what do, but
I also realize that even if the majority is not on the same page as me, at the end of the day we have one voice,
and we all speak one voice.
I am really excited about the different ministries at St. Mark’s and am actively engaged in the Stewardship
Team and MorningStar.
Tonya Miller

Junior Wardens Report
FYE 2017
It has been another busy and exciting year at St. Mark’s and much has been accomplished once again thanks to a dedicated vestry and the unwavering support of our
parish.
A few things accomplished this year include new shields to guard our stained glass
windows, new exterior security and landscape lighting, major upgrades to our
sound system and a number of improvements to both the main campus and day
school.
A few things on the horizon include new signs for both properties, and some much
anticipated upgrades to our kitchen appliances.
As this is my final year on the vestry, it also marks the end of my being your Junior
Warden. It has been my great honor to serve this church in that capacity for the last
three years and it has been rewarding beyond any of my expectations. If you would
like to get to know more of the folks you worship with, I would highly recommend
the position! Seriously though, it has been a great three years working with our
Senior Warden, Bill Turner, Father Alan and all of the vestry members. I would be
remiss if I did not thank Beverly Talbert and Debbie Dougherty who have not only
made my life easier, but made me look good by their tireless dedication to our parish. Thank you ladies, you two are hero’s in my book.
Respectfully submitted,
Chris Smith
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2017 Vestry
Senior Warden: Bill
Turner

813-503-9027c

Junior Warden:

230-89-=85c

Tbill5253@gmail.com

2018

Evangelism

marshrackdevelopment@gmail.com

2017

Hospitality

634-0249h

Chris Smith
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984c

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Teen/youth

Jeff Buerstatte

665-1311c

jstetta@gamail.com

2018

Hospitality

Kay Curry

399-1807c

kaycurry@gmail.com

2017

Stewardship

Jonathan Havens

230-7346c

jonathan@h@ocreativegroup.com

2019

Bob Perry

617-1913c

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

Evangelism

BJ Sellers

229-251-3534c

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Hospitality

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609c

Jessica@gtcmm.com

2019

Brooks Thompson

223-9124c

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Alan Younger

506-0258c

12watts@bellsouth.net

2017

Rev. Alan Akridge

264-8316h
265-0600

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Sydneye Youngner

Clerk of the Vestry

Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer

D
E
C
E
M
B
E
R
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Ann Baker
Paul DiGianfrancesco
Nancy Breland
Jeff DeBacker
Frazier Green
Judith Allcott
Taylor Domenick
Jack Jones
Jug MacKenzie
Fe Brumit
Trish Perry

1
2
3
3
3
5
6
8
8
11
14

Bobbi Williams
Tim Braswell
Georgia Carter
Martha Dekle
Debbie Banks
William Whatley
Pat Jordan
Linda Rooney
Tracy Quintanar
Edgar Uruchuaranga
Pope Arline

Jeff Buerstatte &
Rita Spalding
Michael & Susan Van Brunt
Bill & Bea Newnam

12
13
16

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
20
21
22
23

Stewardship
Rector

John Kalp
Gene Caldwell, Sr.
Terry Stone
Gary Jackson
Marley Gordy
Henry Roper
Judy Lyons
Joey Neal, II
Ella Tipaidos
Barbara Caples
Mona Irwin
Nancy Urcuchuaranga

John & May Butin
R.V. & Dee Dee Cate
Steve & Rosalind Crowder

28
30
31

23
24
25
27
28
28
29
29
29
30
31
31

