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Dear St. Mark’s:
This morning, about to leave the house, I placed my hand on Harrison’s shoulder and
said a prayer for him and his day. Then I trapped Evie and did the same for her. Poked
my head into our room and spoke a similar blessing to Kathleen. Now that Harrison is
driving, I have to bless them in the kitchen before they can escape because I don’t have
the captive audience for the car ride to school. They often return the favor. Today is no
exception. My day gets brighter.
Coming across the causeway, I start my audible prayers, “For the pancake supper, for
healing for Barbara and Tracey and Bill. But not for Cindee because she’s with you
now lord, so tell her ‘hello’ from me.” Sometimes I notice people looking at me as they
go past wondering who I’m talking to. I wish I could tell them to slow down and try this. Turn off the news or the
satellite radio and enjoy the commute with God.
Coming off the causeway, I pull into the Friendly Express at the corner of Gloucester and Hwy 17. I do this almost
every morning to get my version of coffee in the form of an orange Monster Energy Drink.
Opening the car door. A familiar face. “Hey Mr. Vick!” He’s a saint who has for at least 7 years been quazi security at this location. He is sometimes homeless. He is all the time gentle, kind, and faithful. He’s posted up next to the
ice machine listening to a transistor radio, smoking a cigarette, and generally watching out for the ladies inside.
“Hey Fr. Alan” he says back, and my day gets brighter.
I hold the door for a young mom and her little one coming in to pre-pay for their gas. Everyone prepays. No exceptions. “Thank you” she said. “My pleasure!” I say back and give a "thumbs up" to the boy about 4 who was her
shadow. He smiles with his whole face and my day gets even brighter.
(continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page.)
Inside I see the retired gentleman who is sometimes there. I don’t know his story, but he’s got the kind of eyes
that stare right through your soul but not to judge you. Only to convey empathy. Years ago, at this same store,
before we’d ever met, he stopped me and asked if he could pray for me. “Sure, but why?” I asked. “Because no
one prays for pastors.” he said and then he prayed for me. Funny thing is I wasn’t wearing a collar. I don’t know
how he knew I was a pastor. God musta’ told him. My day gets even brighter as I shake his hand and we mutually confirm God’s goodness.
Then I hear, “Hey Rev!” That’s what Ashley calls me. She’s the manager. She used to work for Jimmy but now
Jimmy is out at the main store and Ashley’s been promoted. “Hey Ash’” I say back. “Ya’ll doin’ alright?” I can
tell they are. I make my way to the cooler for the “coffee” but there are no orange ones there.
“Mind if I check in the cooler?” I ask Ashley, but I’m in there looking before I can hear what she says
back. Nope. They are all out. The Green ones will do in a pinch. Lime flavored, I think. I come back out of the
cooler, open the glass door and retrieve 2 green flavored Monsters and head to the counter.
I get to the counter and Ashley frowns. She notices. “The truck just came this morning and I’m sorry he didn’t
bring yours. I’ll call him and get him out here first thing.” She almost has my “friendly” number memorized
which is the loyalty program for Friendly Express. “No worries!” I say as I hand her 5 one-dollar bills for the
$4.12 it always costs because they are 2 for 4 dollars. “Nah” she says, handing back one of the dollars, “I’ve got
12 cents around here somewhere.” This is the same young mom who’s got two little ones at home. Her dad’s a
preacher and she’s engaged to be married. I’ve offered to help anyway I can when the big day comes. Ashley is
often the one who let’s Mr. Vick use the Friendly phone if it’s too cold to sleep outside. He calls me, and we have
an account up at the Palms Motel. Sometimes Ashley helps Mr. Vick with his laundry while he’s at the Palms.
That’s how she is. “Y’all be blessed!” I say walking out knowing full well that the truth is they already are. My
day is now blazing.
And I haven’t even made it to the office yet.
And it just gets brighter after I get to St. Mark’s. I get to hang out with Kay, Beverly, Gareth, Shirley, Lynne,
Bernard, and y’all..
It’s a new year and I found myself re-visiting my “Rule of Life” which has all the intricacy of a set of blue prints
for building the perfect Christian life.
Only when I take the time to stop and reflect on today. I’m getting to live that right now.
My prayer for us all this year as we enter into the season of Lent is that we’ll take time to reflect on the ways our
world is bright.
Remember the people under our roof, on our way to work, at our jobs, in our classes, and in our lives.
They might not be the bishop or the mayor. They might not be a celebrity. They might not be driving a Bentley.
They might only be Jesus.
If we’ll let them, they’ll brighten our day like only Jesus can. Presently, we’ll discover we’ve done the same for
them. And been Jesus right back.
And that’s bright.
In Christ, I am,
Fr. Alan+
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Faith and Fellowship
4 ANNUAL “NIGHT ON BOURBON STREET”
LOW COUNTRY BOIL
th

TICKETS NOW ON SALE…….TICKETS ARE SELLING QUICKLY!!!!

The 4th Annual “Night on Bourbon Street”
Low Country Boil will be held
Saturday, February 24th….doors open at 6:00pm!!!
Tickets are now on sale every Sunday in the Parish Hall after the 10:15am service,
from any member of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew at anytime or contact Bill @ email:
tbill5253@gmail.com or cell: 813-503-9027!

This event sells out early every year….so buy your tickets now!
Proceeds go toward the Brotherhood of St. Andrew outreach programs. Our outreach projects
include such events as cookouts at Morningstar Youth Estate, Christmas presents for Morningstar Youth Estate , the Annual Thank You Luncheon for the Brunswick Fire and Police Departments plus individuals/families in need throughout the year that come to our attention.
____________________________________________________
The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be @ 6:00pm Thursday, February,
15th. We will have a quick dinner, followed by a brief prayer service. The study portion of the gathering
will be the continuation of our review of the Book of Colossians facilitated by Gareth Allcott. All men
of the Parish are invited!!!!
If you have any questions regarding the Brotherhood of St. Andrew feel free to contact Bill Turner@
tbill5253@gmail.com or call 813-503-9027.

Prayer, Study & Service!!!
January 22, 2018
Dear ECW Members of St. Mark’s Episcopal Church,
Thank you for the gift of $633.25 from the Fall Ingathering for the United Thank Offering.
Through your generous gift, the work and love of Christ will continue throughout our world. St.
Mark’s love and blessings shared through the UTO grants continue to support and strengthen the
mission and ministry of the Church.
We Appreciate Your dedication and hard work in making this offering possible. This offer is an
outward and visible sign of your thankfulness to God for his abundant blessings.
Blessings and Peace,
Linda Sigg
UTO Coordinator, Diocese of Georgia
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What's Been Going On at
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?!
On Saturday January 13th, we closed out our Give Backs
for 2017 by distributing +$28,000 to 11 area Non-Profits.
Bringing our total Community Impact to +$600,000 and
counting!
1. Gary Arthur Fiveash received funds on behalf of the
Brunswick Glynn Co Mayor's Committee on Services
for the disabled for their Annual Spring Fling - a free
event open to the public on May 5, 2018 at Mary Ross
Park.
2. Cary Greenfield received funds on behalf of CASA
Glynn, Inc. to help offset costs from damage which as a result of Hurricane Irma.
3. Martha Grant received funds on behalf of Coastal Animal Rescue Society to support their outreach
to help abused, neglected, and injured cats and dogs.
4. Shawn Williams received funds on behalf of Coastal Outreach Soccer to provide Referee training
for the kids in their program & to help purchase needed equipment.
5. Susan Ryles received funds on behalf of Glynn Visual Arts to help purchase a larger kiln shed for
their expanding pottery programs.
6. Heather Heath received funds on behalf of Golden Isles Arts & Humanities to purchase the books
for their Annual Big Read program.
7. Geri Lynn Mullis received funds on behalf of Marshes of Glynn libraries to fund a 'pop-up library'
that can be taken anywhere in the Community as an Outreach tool.
8. Shelly Bydlinski received funds on behalf of No Kill Glynn County to continue their efforts in
making this a No Kill Community and to continue their program of trapping/neutering/ releasing. They highlighted their
Senior Program through which they help the elderly take care
of their animals, animals that are the reason many of them get
out of bed in the morning.
9. Justin Callaway received funds on behalf of United Way
of Coastal Georgia to initiate a Poverty Simulation Program to
raise awareness and spread knowledge.
10. (Not Present) Fellowship of Christian Athletes received
funds to support their program.
11. (Not Present) Glynn Co 4H received funds to support
their program.
(Continued on next page.)
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A BIG THANK YOU to our Volunteer of the Quarter, Catherine Manning Doxey for all of her hard work and dedication
to the Mission of hello, Goodbuy. Catherine came to us as a
resident of the Grace House looking to make big changes in
her life for the better. She has since graduated from the program and moved into her new
home. Even though she no longer
needs services hours to fulfill requirements for living at the Grace
House, she continues to serve the hello, Goodbuy Ministry on a weekly basis. She is an inspiration and an absolute JOY to work with. She
is at the store every Saturday afternoon, so stop in and congratulate
her!
**Remember to Like, Follow, and Share
our posts on Facebook & Instagram**

Our Manna House Team
Serves Up 170 Meals
Fit for a King!
On every fifth Wednesday our Manna House Team dons the St.
Marks aprons that Jane Lafferty rescued from Hello-Goodbuy,
and we gear up to be the hands and feet of Jesus by feeding our
hungry brothers and sisters in Brunswick. Before we open the
doors, we gather in a circle and pray to see His face in each one
that we serve.
On November 29 Lolly Jackson, our kitchen queen, came up with
a delicious menu of chicken chowder and fresh greens straight
from St. Mark's community garden. Judy Lyons, Snooky and Patsy Lloyd provided fresh baked desserts and Linda Mahoney
brought clementines. Ruth Williams and Ray served up sweet
tea. Susan Van Brunt accidentally donated her Pampered Chef
knives. Elisabeth Jones, Sandy Hicks and Rita Spalding greeted our
guests, and Trisha Perry handed each one a scripture card as they
left.
Our Manna House Team served 800 hot lunches in 2017. But we
served more than delicious food… We also dished out smiles, encouragement and blessings to all our guests and to each other.
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January brings a new year and our ECW was
very busy with several celebrations.
St. Agnes Guild joined with the Daughters of the
King to celebrate the life of Terry Stone after her memorial service. We all pitched in for the reception following the Ordination of R.V. Cate. And then we prepared food for a luncheon following the baptism of nine of our children from Morningstar.




We are looking forward to the Lenten season and will be serving a simple supper after the
Wednesday Service of Lights. ECW has purchased soup bowls for the suppers.



ECW and St. Agnes Guild contributed to the Deacon’s Purse of our newly ordained deacon
R. V. Cate.



Several members of ECW prepared lunch at Manna House on January 31.



We are working with our new Junior Warden Jeff Buerstatte to purchase a new stove top
and freezer for the kitchen.



St. Mary's Guild met on January 10th to discuss the busy winter ahead. Twelve of us made
food and/or helped with the ordination reception, and several members helped with the
funeral reception and baptism lunch. We donated money from our treasury to The St.
Mark's Towers Foundation and the Salvation Army. We also made a monetary gift to R.V.
Cate for his ordination.



The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2nd Monday of
every month at 11:00 on the parish hall. The next meeting will be on February 12. All are
welcome to attend. If you would like to get more involved in the activities of the women of
the church email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.

Saint Mark’s Episcopal Youth Presents...

Tuesday, February 13, 2018
5:30 to 7:30pm
In the Parrish Hall
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ON THE LAMPSTAND
For the next several months we will be bringing you stories of God at work in the
lives of our Saint Mark’s community members. We hope it will become an encouragement, even a challenge to us all as we walk day to day with the Lord.
Why “On the Lampstand?” It comes from Mark 4 v 21-22 … “Is a lamp brought in
to be put under a basket, or under a bed, and not on a stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come to the light

BLOOM WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED – Contributed by Sue Van Brunt
In the spring of 2015 Mike and I decided that we would make a big life-changing move to an
area we’d both loved for a long time. We packed up and sold our home of 25 years in Cumming GA and moved to Brunswick. We left a son, daughter-in-law and 4 grandchildren who
lived just minutes away and moved six hours away! That was the only difficult part of leaving.
We had both lived busy work lives and were entering the retirement realm. We craved a smaller town feel and wanted to leave busy Atlanta behind us. We did not have established friends
or a church we loved, back in Cumming and knew that was something we needed to change
once the move was over.
On November 1, 2015 I attended the All Saint’s Day church service at 8.00a.m. I was so warmly
received there by Father Alan and Greg Wellstead’s smiling faces that I returned again and
again, on my own initially, but encouraged by all that was happening there. After 4 months
Mike who had seen a definite change in my actions and feelings during this time, decided that
he wanted to experience that too. His words were “I’ve watched you blossom.”
Two years later I have built the most wonderful and loving church ‘family’ community. For
the first time in my life I feel like I truly belong somewhere. I believe Father Alan’s words
when he says, “You belong here!” God’s love and grace have been with me every step of the
way and He has indeed allowed me to bloom where I’ve been planted!
Isaiah 58:11
“The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your
bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water whose waters never fail.”
Making a new start is a journey of faith and trust that many of us can identify with. It’s not always easy but God meets us there, waters us with his love and his Holy Spirit and grows us in
ways we perhaps never imagined.
If you feel you have an encouraging story to share you or if you would just like more information you can contact me at jallcott@gmail.com I would love to hear from you!
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2018 Vestry
Senior Warden:
Jonathan Havens

912-230-7346

Jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com

2019

Junior Warden:

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Jeff Buerstatte
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Dan Burr

435-559-0222

burrd@mountainwest.net

2020

Carol Howell

912-424-1125

Carhow35@yahoo.com

2020

Jeff Marks

912-577-8283

Jeffrey.marks@dhs.gov

2018

Tonya Miller

912-580-2802

Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com

2020

Bob Perry

912-617-1913

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

BJ Sellers

229-251-3545

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609

Jessica@coastalmellow.com

2019

Tess Stuermer

770-309-6623

ssitess@att.net

2020

Brooks Thompson

912-223-9124

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Rev. Alan Akridge

912-222-8746

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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Dick McGaughey
ED Gornto
Willetta McGowen
Sarah Youngner
Ayn-Martha Joyce
Dolan Carter
Tomee Sellars
Mary Morris

1
2
5
6
7
10
11
12

Tom & Mona Irwin
Curtis & Katrina Crews

Robert Bean
Kelsie Olivares
Bill Pellegrini
Marian Fraser
Lawton Johnson
Jennifer Breslin
Robert Perry
Betty Daniell
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12
12
14
16
16
16
17
18

Julia Domenick
Dade Brantley
Greer Wellstead
Anna Redanz
Vera Gallo
Dorothy Barone
Ryan Underwood
Glinda Howe

Oscar & Angela Patron
Andy & Jan Tipaldos
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24
25
26
27

26
27

