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Dear St. Mark’s:
Last Thursday (four days before Palm Sunday), a young woman named Jennifer called the church office in a small crisis. She lives in Brunswick and had
been working for months to put together the perfect wedding for her brother
who lives in Orlando. It was all coordinated around an old manor house in
downtown Brunswick with the wedding to be held outside. The service was
all planned out, and the reception was buttoned down. But the weather didn’t
appear to be cooperating! Jennifer
was in a panic because the forecast
for Palm Sunday at 2:oopm was for
RAIN.
On the Saturday before Palm Sunday, Debbie, Lynne, Linda,
and Edith hosted the first ever “Festival of New Life” in the
Garden, Day School, and Back Yard. One parent from the
neighborhood said, “I’ve got a daughter with diabetes and
I’ve been looking for a way to start a garden downtown with
fresh fruits and vegetables to teach the kids in our neighborhood about how delicious healthy eating can be!” Edith and
Linda were teaching, laughing, and sharing in seconds. Butterflies were hatching, teenagers were volunteering, and little ones were lined up at the bounce house, the
garden planting station, face painting, and the petting zoo. I
am told we ran out of hotdogs.
(continued on next page)
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(Continued from previous page.)

The teenagers volunteering were mostly part of a 7o7
group which includes Evie Akridge and Thames
Cranz. Tragically, one of the girls in this group lost her
mother in a car accident last Wednesday.
Back to the wedding. "NO WAY!” was my first thought
when Kay told me a potential wedding question was on
line #1. “NO WAY!” was my second thought when I
remembered that the GA choir was joining us and it was
LENT and Palm Sunday! “NO WAY!” was my third
thought when I remembered that we have St. Mark’s
101 class at 4:00 that same day. “NO WAY!” was my
last thought when I recalled that this same day was BJ’s
birthday and BJ would be the wedding coordinator for this event.
But when I heard Jennifer’s panicked voice, I heard the voice of St. Mark’s and what came out of my
mouth was, “YES WAY!"
Back to the Festival of New Life. "NO WAY!” was my first thought when I thought of how the girls
would feel about volunteering to “herd” little kids so soon after a tragic loss. “NO WAY!” was my
second thought when I remembered the Wesley UMC "Color Run” was the same day and kids would
likely be elsewhere. “NO WAY!” was my third thought when I remembered that it was my partly my
fault for asking the staff to do something “totally different” from the usual Easter Egg Hunts that are
so prevalent in Glynn County now.
But when I heard the laughter at this festival in the butterfly tent, and when I heard the squeals of
happy third graders with lizards on their shoulders or baby chicks in their cupped hands, and when I
heard the praise heaped on Lynne, Debbie, Linda, and Edith, I heard the voice of St. Mark’s and what
came out of my mouth was, “YES WAY!”
As we prepare for Easter, I am reminded that the whole of Christian History can be summarized by
these two dramatically different ways of living. “When the rest of the world says ’NO
WAY!’, Christians say, ‘YES WAY’”!
The medical science says, “NO WAY!” healing Jesus says, “YES WAY!” The law says, “NO
WAY!” forgiving Jesus says, "YES WAY!” Even the leaders like me, if we are not careful, can find
ourselves saying, “NO WAY!” but the God who parted the Red
Sea, who walked on water, and who was raised from the dead,
says emphatically, “YES WAY!” I am so thankful for YOU ST.
MARK’S LIONS! You remind me that our God is a “YES
WAY!” God.
This Easter Season, be on the lookout for other Lions who are
missing a pride. You can always spot them because they consistently find a way to say, “yes way!” and are likely pretty lonely.
When you hear them, join their roar with our “YES WAY!” and
bring them to our fold. There are more of us out there. And it
is Good News indeed.
Happy Easter Fellow Lions,
Sincerely, Fr. Alan+
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What an amazing month March has been at the Day School! In preparation for the Festival of New Life we observed the life cycle of 60 caterpillars
transform into beautiful butterflies. We also incubated 20 chicken eggs,
with 7 of our chicks hatching during Holy Week! The children were able to
watch the miracle of new life right before their
eyes. To see our time lapse video of our first
chick emerging from his shell, go to our facebook page at:
https://www.facebook.com/265644626802844/videos/1904668916233732/

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Faith and Fellowship
IT WAS A FEAST AT MORNINGSTAR on
SUNDAY, MARCH 18TH!
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew held a cookout for the children and staff at
Morningstar Youth Estate on Sunday, March 18th prior to the weekly 1:30pm
service held there by St. Mark’s .
Large quantities of hamburgers, hotdogs, macaroni & cheese, baked beans and
banana pudding were consumed. The Morningstar kitchen crew served the food
on a beautiful day in the screened-in pavilion building. The children were
great!!!
Big thanks to the following individuals who facilitated the event and the cooking of the food:
Terry Carroll, Will & Michelle Whatley, Steve Crowder, RV Cate and Greg Wellstead.
________________________________________
Thank you to everyone who donated PB&J during Holy Week!!!
April Outreach: 3rd Annual Thank You Lunch for Brunswick Police/Fire personnel on Friday, April 27 th!!!
(If you would be interested in supplying cookies or a dessert for the lunch for about 50 police/fire personnel….please email Bill @ tbill5253@gmail.com or text 813-503-9027)
_________________________________________
Next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew: Thursday, April 19 th @ 6:00pm. We will enjoy a
brief dinner, followed by a short worship service and conclude with our continued study of Colossians facilitated by Gareth Allcott. All men of the parish are welcome!!!!
Prayer, Study & Service!!!
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ON THE LAMPSTAND
Mark 4 v 21-22 “ Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed and not on a
stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come
to the light.”
Here is another story in our “On the Lampstand” series, showing God at work in the lives of
our St. Mark’s community.

GRATITUDE – Contributed by Edith Gross
Our second son, Peter, arrived on this earth impulsive and unpredictable. He challenged constantly and always wanted to do everything ‘by himself’ I had prayed earnestly for years, “Lord, you gave me this child,
please show me what to do NOW. Turn his strong will into being strong for You.”
Now he was turning 16 and I dreaded him attaining his driver’s license. When he exited the DMV proudly displaying his brand new license, I wanted to rush back to the driving examiner and say, “Are you CRAZY?” I
had hoped he would not pass so I would have peace of mind a little longer, as well as make our roads safer for
other drivers.
About 4 months later, my husband and I were at home having a quiet Saturday evening. At 10pm, the phone
rang and my husband answered. Peter said,
“Dad, I really wasn’t going fast, but mom’s car is in the ditch.”
John replied, “Peter, don’t worry about the car. Are you O.K.? Where are you? . . . I’m on my way.” Then he
left to go to the scene of the accident. He discovered that our son had hydroplaned coming around a curve
and sailed into a ditch, barely missing a steel pole!
I was overwhelmed, thinking how close we had come to loosing our son. Saying “thank you,” didn’t seem sufficient, so I headed to my bedroom, fell on my knees in the darkness and said, ”God, I don’t know how to thank
you, my words don't seem enough. Please bring to mind your scripture as I don’t have the words to pray.”
The first scripture that came to mind was one of praise to God –
Psalm 103: 1-4
Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and all that is within me, bless His holy Name.
Bless the Lord, oh my soul, and forget none of His benefits . . . . .
Who heals all your diseases,
Who redeems your life from the pit,
Who crowns you with loving-kindness and compassion.
The second scripture was Proverbs 3: 5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.
In all your ways acknowledge Him, and he will make your paths straight.
At that moment I knew God had assigned to me that very scripture for my son.

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
The next morning, the sermon was on Proverbs 3: 5-6 “Hmmm,” I thought, “What a coincidence!” Four days
later as I was sitting outside on the Mall in Washington, D.C. enjoying the sunshine, a lady wearing an Indian
sari sat down on my bench and started talking. I politely smiled and listened without speaking. In the middle
of her conversation she stopped, looked into my eyes and said, “Trust in the Lord. All things are possible
with Him.” Then she stood up and walked away. My mouth fell open without a sound!
I held onto that scripture during our son’s turbulent 16 th year, which included two more serious car accidents,
without bodily harm. Then 3 months later he broke his neck playing football – the same injury as Christopher
Reeve. Surgery fused the broken bones and he fully recovered.
Why my son has been spared I cannot answer, however, that scripture has been my light of truth whenever I
feel helpless, and I’m grateful for it
-----------------------------------------------------It is good to know that God speaks words of comfort, faith and hope into our hearts in many different ways,
often through His word and through the words and actions of others.
If you are interested in sharing a story of God’s goodness, please contact me at jallcott@gmail.com. I would
love to hear from you.
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The women of the church busily prepared to celebrate the glorious resurrection of our Lord. The Altar
Guild washed, polished and decorated the church. Many
prepared food for the receptions on Easter Sunday. It is
a busy, but joyous time here at St. Mark’s.
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The Daughters of the King prepared us for our celebration with the beautiful Service of
Lights during Lent. The Lenten dinners were well attended and enjoyed by all.



April brings spring flowers and our garden is starting to bloom. Linda Dorsey and Edith
Gross have taken charge of the garden and it is undergoing an amazing transformation.
With help from Trisha Perry, and others, the garden is being cared for and harvested. If
you would like to help, please contact one of them.



St. Agnes Guild provided one coffee hour after church in March and provided supper for
Lent on March 7th. Also, they contributed a large garbage bag full of cereal boxes to St.
Athanasius Food Panty.



Members of St. Margaret’s Guild volunteered for the Festival of Life, prepared food for one
of our Lenten suppers, packed backpacks and participated in the Service of Lights.



St. Mary's Guild members hosted the Glynn Academy Chorus and congregation members at
the 10:15 reception on Palm Sunday. They are looking forward to hosting the St. Mark's
Towers' Birthday Supper on April 10th with their April meeting immediately following the
supper. They would love to have any ladies interested to come and join the fun of this great
event. For information contact any Guild member.



In a joint project of the ECW and the Pastoral Care Team, twenty-six Easter bags were distributed to the home-bound and those staying in care facilities. Thanks to all those who
helped by baking cookies, packing and delivering bags to those unable to join services at St.
Mark’s.



ECW sent a thank you to Carter Jones for cleaning our linens at no
cost. The procedure is take the linens after an event to a Corks Cleaners and the same person should pick them up to avoid confusion.
Please allow at least a week to get them cleaned.



Thanks to St. Mark’s Sunday School for making bookmarks.



The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on
the 2nd Monday of every month at 11:00 on the parish hall. The next
meeting will be on April 9. All are welcome to attend. If you would
like to get more involved in the activities of the women of the church
email Kaki Thurber at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.
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What's Been Going On at
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?!
Things are moving right along with the Annex building and we expect to start renovations in
the next few weeks. Our fabulous volunteers have been more than patient while working in
crowded conditions these last few months.
We have also been holding
training sessions with our current volunteers in various aspects of the store such as
clothes and hardgoods.
This
has been a group effort to ensure we are all adhering to store
policies, to promote continuity in
sorting and pricing, and in anticipation of recruiting some new volunteers once the Annex is
open.
Donna Wade, our community outreach coordinator, held a meet and greet after the service
on March 11th and enjoyed meeting many of the parishioners and sharing with all of you the
mission of the store and our shared role in the community. If you are member of a board,
civic group, or agency, please keep Donna in mind as she is always willing to come and
speak about the store and the role it plays in our community. She has been out speaking
lately and reports “I don't want to brag but since I've been out and about, speaking to nonprofits and promoting the store and the Give Back program, I've become very popular!” All
joking aside, there are many small nonprofits doing big things in Glynn County and they are
always seeking funds to support their work. God has blessed us with a means to do this
through hello, Goodbuy!
We invite all of you to join us on Saturday, April 14th, for
our Give Back Day. We will be disbursing over $36,000, to
sixteen area agencies. If you have never experienced this,
we encourage you to stop in the store and witness this extraordinary event. This is YOUR store and it's YOUR support
that makes this possible. We promise it will put a smile on
your face and song in your heart. Also, please save your paper and plastic shopping bags!
We are always in need of bags at the store. If you are over our way, please drop them off at
the front register! How else can you help? *Donate* Shop * Volunteer
And don't forget to “like”, follow, and share our posts on Instagram & Facebook!
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2018 Vestry
Senior Warden:
Jonathan Havens

912-230-7346

Jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com

2019

Junior Warden:

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Jeff Buerstatte
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Dan Burr

435-559-0222

burrd@mountainwest.net

2020

Carol Howell

912-424-1125

Carhow35@yahoo.com

2020

Jeff Marks

912-577-8283

Jeffrey.marks@dhs.gov

2018

Tonya Miller

912-580-2802

Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com

2020

Bob Perry

912-617-1913

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

BJ Sellers

229-251-3545

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609

Jessica@coastalmellow.com

2019

Tess Stuermer

770-309-6623

ssitess@att.net

2020

Brooks Thompson

912-223-9124

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Rev. Alan Akridge,
Rector

912-222-8746

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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John Butin
Clara Fiveash
Oscar Patron
Adam Standridge
Kathleen Akridge
Bev Bilderback
Jill Caldwell

1
3
5
5
9
11
14

Norah Martin
Rita Spalding
Ann Parmalee
MeMe Hulsey
Judith Phillips
Rose Wilson
Jeanie Nations

Barrett & Brooks Thompson
Mike & MeMe Husley
Alan & GeorgeAnne Youngner
Gary & Lolly Jackson

2
10
15
18

16
17
17
21
21
22
23

Hannah Williams
Laura Parrish
Nicholle Patron
Helen Arline
Frances Chappell
Caden Thompson

Richard & Gail Cowan
Scott & Kimberly Mitchell
Jim & Alva Youngner
Kenneth Bernatz &
Jean Yesupriya-Bernatz

23
23
24
28
28
28

19
22
24
27

