BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE

SERVICE OF LIGHTS Wednesdays, March 7th, 14th, and 21st at 5:30pm
followed by SIMPLE SUPPER and “BEATITUDES LIVED OUT”
At 6:00pm with Gareth & Friends
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Good Friday
Easter Vigil
Easter

March 25
March 29
March 30
March 31
April 1

8:00 & 10:15 am
7:00 pm
noon & 7 pm
5:00 pm
8:00 & 10:15 am

Red doors open for quiet contemplation and meditation
11:00-1:00 Monday-Wednesday March 26-28
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Dear St. Mark’s:
It’s March. And you know what they say about March? "March
comes in like a lion but goes out like a lamb.” TRUER
WORDS HAVE NEVER BEEN SPOKEN. But at St. Mark’s, it has
been more than the weather, it has also been the pastoral landscape
of our parish and the beginning of Lent.
The Ashes were barely removed from our foreheads, when we added sackcloth in lament for the loss of Jo Jordan, Tracey Lane, and
then Judy Kicklighter. No one expected these funerals even three
months ago! Our tears didn’t have a chance to dry, it seems, as we joined with the
Brantleys, the Lanes, and the Smiths in loving each in this amazingly tumultuous
time. Adding Marilyn Canady made it even harder. “In like a Lion” indeed! It might
be a 200-year-old weather proverb, but it is still poignant for us today.
Connections to Lions will always and forever fascinate us because of the symbol of St.
Mark. We all see the Lion literally every time we walk past the baptismal font on our
way to worship. Lying at the feet of St. Mark in our patronal window below the Compass Rose. More than that though, the people of our parish family can relate to this
proverb on a personal level.
We may have been consumed on Ash Wednesday, with Parochial reports, Wednesday
night services, meals, programs, and special events all jockeying for position in our
schedules. We may have had volatile weather heightening the need for emergency
(continued on next page)
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food, clothing, and shelter. We may have struggled to maintain existing programs of
the church from choir practice to EfM and AA, alongside Bible Studies, Guild meetings, Vestry, and St. Mark’s 101.
But then, when Jo, Tracey, and Judy entered the larger life it reminded us.
Lent is all about intentionally removing obstacles from between us and re-membering
what is most important in our brief lives. Lent is really about reminding ourselves, “we are mortal, made of earth, and to earth we shall return.” Whatever it is
that consumes our peripheral calendars, let nothing hinder our understanding of the
absolute necessity of prioritizing our relationships with God, with our families, and
with all those we love.
In a very real sense, that’s how the Lions we love meet the one and only Lamb. That’s
when I’m reminded of the spiritual truth of this same proverb.
Jesus is The Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, wipes away every tear,
and never lets us go.
Which is how, even in Lent….
at all funerals at St. Mark’s…
and even at the grave, we STILL make our
song, “Alleluia! Alleluia! Allelulia!”
In Christ, the Lion of Judah and the Lamb of
God, I am
Your Servant
Alan+

Saturday, March 24 from 10:00am—2:00pm
At the Church playground, garden and Day School playground

* Petting Zoo * Bounce House * Popcorn & Hotdogs
* Butterfly House * Face Painting * Garden Activities
Butterfly Release at 11:00am & 1:00pm
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Faith and Fellowship
REVELRY & GREAT FOOD MARKS THE 4TH ANNUAL
“NIGHT ON BOURBON STREET” LOW COUNTRY BOIL!
Saturday, February 24th marked the date of the 4th Annual Night on
Bourbon Street Low Country Boil at St. Mark’s.
The revelers, in a packed parish hall, enjoyed a delicious low country
boil on “Bourbon Street” put together by the Brotherhood of St. Andrew
and the Brotherhood Auxiliary. Proceeds from this event will be used to
support the Brotherhood outreach projects throughout the year. Thanks
to all who attended!
Thank you to those who helped put the evening together:
RV & DeeDee Cate, Terry & Windy Carroll, Will &
Michelle Whatley, Mike & Sue VanBrunt, Steve & Rosalind
Crowder, Larry & Debbie Younger, Andy & Jan Tipaldos,
Pat & Carol Nolan, Gareth & Judy Allcott, Greg Wellstead,
Jonathan Havens, Johnny & Jean Patelidas, John & Edith
Gross, Mary Turner, Scott Pyle, Bob Perry, Alan and
GeorgeAnne Youngner.

PB & J SUNDAY: APRIL 1ST, EASTER SUNDAY! Please bring one new jar of peanut butter and new jar of jelly to help the ministry that provides 175 PB & J sandwiches A DAY for
students at Glynn Academy who do not have sufficient food to eat at night. Our normal donations average the equivalent of 35 cases of PB & J! So bring those jars!!!! There will be receptacles in the Narthex and Chapel.
March Outreach:
The Brotherhood will be holding a cookout at Morningstar for the children and staff on
Sunday, March 18th prior to the weekly service held there by St. Mark’s.
Next Meeting: The next General Meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew will be held
Thursday, March 15th at 6:00pm in the Parish Hall.
We will have a brief dinner, worship service and our continuing study of the Book of Colossians facilitated by Gareth Allcott. ALL MEN OF THE PARISH ARE INVITED!!!

Prayer, Study & Service!!!
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ON THE LAMPSTAND
Mark 4 v 21-22 “ Is a lamp brought in to be put under a basket, or under a bed and not on a
stand? For nothing is hidden except to be made manifest; nor is anything secret except to come
to the light.”
Here is another story in our “On the Lampstand” series, showing God at work in the lives of
our St. Mark’s community.

HEALING OCEAN – Contributed by Harrison Akridge
Last summer my dad was turning 50 and I was turning 16. I was a priest’s kid and a bit of a
nerd, without skills in football, baseball or soccer, and without girls breaking down my door, but that
was O.K. with me I guess. There was a lot for me to figure out and I wondered if God would be able
to help me. To be honest I was doubtful.
As a kind of mini-sabbatical, my dad and I decided that during the month of July, we wanted
to do something big, fun, and for the benefit of others. Naturally, the first thing that came to mind
was paddling 111 miles through the Florida Keys for Cystic Fibrosis, so that’s what we did!
We spent a few months planning the best routes, getting sponsors, finding places to camp et
cetera to prepare, but after driving along our route from Key Largo to Key West, a few days be-

fore our start date, July 4th, I remember thinking, “How on earth are we going to paddle this far? I’m
exhausted just from driving in the car!” Then with relief I remembered that I would be piloting the
chase skiff, which had the MOTOR on it! But after testing it before our trip, we found it was
dead! PERFECT! My main transportation wouldn’t even start! We bought another motor, but
that didn’t run well either. We limped out into the open water on that first day and I was borderline
terrified!
The Keys look beautiful, but South Florida in July makes South Georgia feel like the
North Pole! The campsites were so hot and humid, we barely slept, and the mosquitoes and gnats
seemed immune to all conventional methods of warfare! Regardless, we had to get up at dawn each
day and begin all over again.
I never suspected that the open water, 1000 yards from shore, with dad just behind me, and
20 miles to go would be the EASY part. I never imagined that the HARDEST part would be
the relentless mosquitoes, finding a boat-launching ramp when we went beyond our planned distance, and the lack of a decent battery operated fan. These were the things that almost killed me! I
never figured that by the time we got to Marathon, we would have to abandon the skiff and my dad
(continued on next page)
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and I would do the rest of the trip together on our paddle boards, or even that I would be able to
actually paddle the 60 plus miles on my own, through rain and strong headwinds, and I never imagined we would raise $ 8750 for Cystic Fibrosis!
After many incredible tests and adventures we completed our journey but it wasn’t ‘til we
got home that I discovered I’d been healed. I felt more sure of myself, more brave; I felt like I knew
who I was and that God really had big plans for me. I looked back at my journal entries for early
2017 and saw what a rough place I had been in. I remembered how I felt at the start of the school
year and how I felt now. What had happened to change things? – The paddle trip! I realized that
during the trip Jesus was right there with me every day we were there, and that he had taken all of
the things I was so worried about and fixed them. The incredible healing power of Jesus had transformed me. I realized that through those trials and through the good times, Jesus had molded me
into who I was supposed to be and had healed those wounds of affliction and self-doubt.
That trip was a huge part of developing my walk with Christ and I realized too that Jesus
had been with me all along. He was there in Florida as I stood offshore watching the sunset, he was
there in the tent swatting mosquitoes, while I sweated and tried to fall asleep. And he was there with
me on ordinary school nights when I sat doing homework. I had been busy just trying to put one foot
in front of the other; meanwhile Jesus was working through it all, fixing it. Our trip didn’t go according to plan but the more I have learned about Jesus, the more I’m convinced he could totally relate.
His early life was spent living with his family and working with his father, until he began his
ministry in his early 30’s. I’m pretty sure he was a lot like me. I’m also sure his life didn’t turn out the
way he might have liked. Maybe you can relate. He never got married, never had children, and then
he was tried, convicted and killed before he turned 40! To the world he looked like a failure. He
sometimes wondered himself, if God was going to work it all out. From the outside the events
around that first Easter looked hopeless but if the tomb was empty then not even death can take
us away from his love. Nothing is impossible with Jesus! After all Jesus brought two inexperienced
paddle boarders safely through the Florida Keys. Compared to that, the other stuff doesn’t seem
so hard!
LUKE 1 v 37 – “For nothing will be impossible with God.”
If you have a story you would like to share please contact jallcott @ gmail.com
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March brings the promise of spring and our celebration of
the season of Lent. During Lent our Wednesday evening Service of Lights is followed by a simple supper of soup and sandwiches. Each of the guilds will be in charge of one of the suppers. ECW has purchased soup bowls for the suppers.




The Daughters of the King are in charge of the Service of Lights during Lent. They also were in charge
of the funeral reception for Tracey Lane.



St. Margaret’s guild hosted the coffee hour on February 25 and will host the Lenten supper on March
16. Three members of our guild – Linda Dorsey, Trisha Perry and Edith Gross – are working with the
Clean Your Plate program using vegetables grown in St. Mark’s garden and are busy getting the garden ready for spring planting.



A large group of St. Mary's Guild members had a terrific time hosting the Lenten Supper on February
28th to an enthusiastic crowd. At our February meeting, seventeen of us voted to donate money to
Food for the Poor. We are already looking forward to April 10th, when we will host the Birthday Party at St. Mark's Towers. For more information about this guild, ask any St. Mary's member.



We are celebrating the installation of a new stove top and freezer for the kitchen. Many thanks to Jeff
Buerstatte and Martha Dekle for their work to get this done and to Ruth Kent for providing the necessary funding for the stove top.



The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2nd Monday of every
month at 11:00 on the parish hall. The next meeting will be on March 12. All are welcome to attend. If
you would like to get more involved in the activities of the women of the church email Kaki Thurber
at kbthurber@bellsouth.net.

If you would like to purchase an azalea or lily to be placed in the sanctuary at Easter, please complete
the form below and deposit it in the collection plate, or bring/mail to the church office, along with your
check made payable to: ST MARK’S CHURCH
Firm Deadline is: March 19
Please make sure all information below is CLEARLY PRINTED.
Name of Donor: _________________________________________________________________
Preferred Phone _________________________________________________________________
Cost: Lily—$10: Azalea—$15
Number of plants ordered:

Lily: _______ @ $10.00 each

Light Pink Azalea: ______ @ $15.00 each

Dark Pink Azalea: ______ @ $15.00 each

Please PRINT the following information as you would like it to appear in the Easter bulletin. Please try not to use
middle names due to space limitations. Thank you.
In Thanksgiving for: ___________________________________________________________________________
In Memory of: ________________________________________________________________________________
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What's Been Going On at
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?!

We have officially purchased the Annex building and are actively seeking quotes and making plans to bring it back to
usable condition. Our volunteers have been so good these past
few months working around our crowded back room. I know
they are more than ready to regain that extra space!
February 15th was the last day for our Cashier, Diane Quinn, who is
moving to Florida with her husband. She has been a pleasure to
work with and get to know during her time here. She has truly been
a friend to all of our customers and the reaction to her departure has
been heartfelt amongst them. We wish her and her husband nothing
but the best on this next adventure in their lives.
As everyone is starting spring cleaning - please keep in mind what
you choose to donate to us. We really appreciate that you choose to
drop off here, but we also appreciate
your thoughtful consideration on
what is donated. Is it sellable - as in would you buy it? No
stains, no broken pieces etc. Our volunteers work hard to keep
this store an enjoyable experience - we ask that you do the
same for us.

Be a 'hello, Goodbuy' Brand Ambassador:
Help Represent/Promote the store in the Community



Business Connections for Donations
Groups/Civc Groups to give Talks to





Pamphlet Distribution

Promoting on Social Media

Be a Representative at Community Events

**Remember to Like, Follow, & Share our posts on Facebook & Instagram**
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2018 Vestry
Senior Warden:
Jonathan Havens

912-230-7346

Jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com

2019

Junior Warden:

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Jeff Buerstatte
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Dan Burr

435-559-0222

burrd@mountainwest.net

2020

Carol Howell

912-424-1125

Carhow35@yahoo.com

2020

Jeff Marks

912-577-8283

Jeffrey.marks@dhs.gov

2018

Tonya Miller

912-580-2802

Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com

2020

Bob Perry

912-617-1913

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

BJ Sellers

229-251-3545

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609

Jessica@coastalmellow.com

2019

Tess Stuermer

770-309-6623

ssitess@att.net

2020

Brooks Thompson

912-223-9124

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Rev. Alan Akridge

912-222-8746

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Wallace Harrell

Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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Carol Goad
Mike Parrish
Ethan Redanz
Kathy Friedman
Hank Fahl
Sandra Fowler
Robert Taylor
Graham Olivieri
Anne Cranz
Gene Wilson
Alice Johnson
Bill Turner
Kenneth Bernatz
David Berg
Kaelyn Crews

Roger & Ann Baker
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Ruth Williams
Ralph Dembowczyk
Larry Sellars
Marsha McGaughey
Julia Gerrett
Keturah Cranz
Jill Smith
Madysson Patron
Kel Quarterman
Lee Cranz
Carter Jones
Jessica Snyder
Marcus Green
James Freeman
Michelle Whatley
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16
17
17
17
17
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Chip Hulsey
Maggie Brantley
Lexi Snyder
Leighton Emery
Margaret Butler
Sharon Cacase
B.J. Sellars
Shirley Redanz
Denzil Sellars
Bob Thompson
Kaki Thurber
Daniel Burr
Grayson Lane
Bea Newnam
William Banks

Stephen & Marcember Lyons
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25
25
26
28
28
28
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