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Dear St. Mark’s: 
What’s in your backpack? 

 Luke 12:32 reads, "Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been 

pleased to give you the kingdom.”  I read a story about a rich man who died and 

went to heaven.  He carried with him a very heavy backpack.  Once through the 

gates he found a peaceful bench at which to sit and unload his cargo.  Looking 

over his shoulder to make sure he wasn’t being watched, the wary man peered 

carefully into his heavy pack and carefully drew out a large gold bar.  At the same 

moment, he felt the kind gaze of Jesus over his shoulder.  Before he could ex-

plain, Jesus said, “My son.  My wonderful son, why have you lugged asphalt all 

the way up here?” 

 I just got off the phone with an amazing young married couple who’ve been wrestling with get-

ting their faith attached to their spending.  I admire them so much it’s hard to put into words.   Because 

they are the exception.   So many married couples never consciously consider what place God has in their 

budget.  Gareth led our formation time last evening at vestry and he talked to us about “resume virtues” 

vs. “eulogy virtues”.  This couple is focused in eulogy virtues!  And it really hit home for us too because we 

often find ourselves distracted by fear that there is ‘not enough’ and building our resumes in response.  

The couple had called because they were worried.  They were worried because their first month under a 

new budget plan had hit a few snags.  I prayed with them and reminded them that the war had already 

been won.  By inviting God’s heart into their budget, it was only a matter of time.  I encouraged them that 

our God is never a God of scarcity.  It is only our adversary who convinces us that blessings are meager 

and best hoarded.                                                                                                                         

          (continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 

Meanwhile, in my own household, I was recently at Honey Creek for a clergy conference and had taken 

Harrison’s old Jeep CJ 5 that we bought and fixed up for his first car.  Since Harrison decided to go to 

school on the mainland, and it wasn’t the best car on the causeway, it meant that we’d have to sell it. This 

revealed that I was more attached to it than he was!  At Honey Creek, a colleague saw the “for sale” sign 

on it and said something like, “You ought to sell it and give the money away.”  I have to admit, Kathleen 

and I have recently been haggling over what we’d do with the proceeds and this comment struck a 

nerve.  Because in 2011, Kathleen and I also made a decision to invite God into our finances.   While we’d 

been doing what we could, when we could with regard to giving and budgets, in 2011 we had come to a 

place where we had to admit that our hearts weren’t in it.  Because our treasure was often invested in 

“keeping up with the Jones’” or “filling our backpack!” 

Matthew 6:21 reads, “For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.”  But we misunderstood.  It 

does NOT say that our treasure follows our hearts!  It’s the other way around!    Like most of our friends 

and many of you, we were living essentially from paycheck to paycheck with little savings and more debt 

than we needed.  A car repair, summer camp, or even Christmas and birthdays would deplete our meager 

savings and often ended up on a credit card.    It often seemed there was “not enough”. And “not enough” 

causes stress.  It is true that we were pledging and giving to our parish and a few other worthy causes but 

we had the same attitude toward our giving that we did toward the rest of our finances.   

So in 2011, we invited God into our Bank Account.  We put Him 1
st
 in our marriage.  We put Him 1

st
 with 

our children and our work.  Why not try putting Him 1
st
 in our finances?  We prayed together and created 

our budget together.  We became intentional about our giving, made it 1
st
 place, followed by debt and 

thriving.  And while we hit a few snags along the way, we discovered the very real truth of these two scrip-

tures.  And they can best be summarized in one phrase “intentional thriving”.   

Fast forward to today and we have finally surpassed the tithe in our budget, I just got a call from the me-

chanic that Harrison’s new Jeep is going to need repairs, and on the way out the door today, the garage 

door broke.  You might rightly say that our expenses have dramatically increased this month!  And yet, we 

have more than enough, God is still good, and we are still intentionally thriving.  We are so thankful. 

Are you and your household stressed about money?  Can you relate to “not enough”?  Then maybe the 

solution is to let God help you with your budget.  Dave Ramsey is awesome but there are others too!   I 

realize that it might sound counter-intuitive but try an intentional decision to GIVE, putting God in first 

place in your bank account and watch!  And remember, I am praying for you and I want to remind you 

that when you extend this invitation to God you will discover that you can’t “out give” God.  I want to en-

courage you.  God is never a God of scarcity.    

Conversely, are you “intentionally thriving”?  Can you relate to abundance?  Join with me and others in our 

community in actively praying for and encouraging those who are just starting this journey.  Oh yeah, I 

almost forgot.  The Jeep’s been on the market since January but yesterday, we decided to dedicate ½ pro-

ceeds of its sale to God and St. Mark’s.  Wouldn’t you know it, we may have finally found a buyer last 

night.   

What’s in your back pack?     

Sincerely, 

Fr. Alan+ 
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

Faith and Fellowship 

A group of Brothers and wives “went out to the ballgame” and enjoyed the Jack-

sonville Jumbo Shrimp AA baseball game on Saturday, June 30! Fun, Fun!!!!! 

Change of Venue for the Brotherhood of St. Andrew General Meetings:  

Due to Parish Hall renovations scheduled for the next two months: 

 JULY 19
TH

 GENERAL MEETING will be a “Dutch Treat” fellowship dinner begin-

ning at 6:00pm at Marsh Side Grill. All men of the Parish are invited! 

 AUGUST 16
TH

 GENERAL MEETING: To be determined. Watch the Sunday bulletins and Monday Emails 

for details! 

 SEPTEMBER 20
TH

: We will resume our normal meetings back in the Parish Hall (or at Father Alan’s 

house if the Parish Hall isn’t finished) with dinner, prayer and study.  

 

A new six-part video study, from the book “Divine Conspiracy” written by Dallas Willard, will be facilitated 

by Brother Gareth Allcott. We will delve more deeply into kingdom living in this study. All men of the Par-

ish are invited! 

OCTOBER: Smoked Boston Butts Fundraiser: Look for the date in the September Lion and Sunday Bulle-

tins! 

Prayer, Study & Service!!!   

 

 

What's Been Going On at  
'hello, Goodbuy' Lately?! 

 

On Saturday June 23rd & Sunday June 24th we set up a 
booth at the St Simons Antique Sale.  A special thank you 
to the volunteers who helped to pull it together at the last 
minute!! It was a great opportunity to spread the Mission of 
the Store and to showcase the variety we have.  I think it 
was successful in both regards! 

 
The Annex project will hopefully be complete by the end of 
Summer, so that we can finally start utilizing the building 

again for the first time since Hurricane Irma! 
 

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER & COME BY YOUR ONE STOP SHOP!! 
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ON THE LAMPSTAND      
 

Here is another story in our “On The Lampstand” series, showing God at 

work in the lives of our beautiful St Mark’s community. 
 

Greg Wellstead, whose job entails coordinating the movement of military 

personnel vehicles around the world, contributes our story this month. 

 
 My prayer for the last several months has been “Lord please bless me so that I may be able to 

see where you wish me to be a blessing to others.”  In December I was in real travel mode for 

my company, managing four major operations in three different cities over a 15-day period.  

Each time, I flew in a team from one of the various offices that we have in the nation, to help 

with the operations. On day 13, having just landed in New Orleans after an incredibly early 

start, my co- worker Steve and I found we still had four and a half hours to wait for the other 

team member to fly in from STL. So we found a very cool po’boy sandwich place for an early 

lunch and I again prayed the prayer, “Lord please bless us so that we can see where you wish 

us to be a blessing to others for you.”  We ate shrimp po’boy’s then drove around down town 

New Orleans sightseeing, trying to take up the remaining time before team member #2 ar-

rived.  

  We arrived at the airport at 3 pm but we still had time to kill so I said to Steve, 

“Weeelllll, even though we will not use the departure level up top, let’s just check it out for the 

fun of it.”  We drove through the departure lanes on the second level people-watching and 

when we got to the end of the terminal I spotted a man running at full speed down the ramp to 

the road exiting the airport, with his arms up in the air waving crisscross trying to get some-

body’s attention. I remember thinking to myself, “Man, if I ran like he was running I would tear 

every hamstring muscle and tendon in my legs.” We slowed up and changed lanes to avoid hit-

ting him.  As we passed him he slowed, then stopped running.  The look on his face was one 

of frustration, fear, sadness and just not knowing what to do. I stopped the car and rolled 

down the right side windows and yelled “GET IN.” He looked at me and said “WHAT?” 

GET IN!,” I said. He jumped into the back seat and I asked, “What do you need?” He said 

in very broken English, “My computer and computer bag I left in the van that dropped me off. 

My life is in that computer!  Everything!” We drove off in the direction he told us, chased a 

van about one mile down the road, got abreast of it, only to find out that it was not the right 

van!  
(Continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page)“ 

 The guy was beside himself! He was a Greek man, just off a vessel that had docked at one 

of the terminals on the Mississippi river a few hours ago and was headed home to his family in 

Greece for Christmas.  We asked him if he had any paperwork from the transport van and fortu-

nately he produced the sign-off slip from the transport company, which included a telephone number. 

We called and explained the situation and arranged to have the van return to the airport, arriving 

back ourselves a little before the transport van, to reunite the man with his computer.  

 The man waved to Steve and was headed to security to retrieve his luggage, which had been 

left on the curb earlier when he had started to run after the van. I got out of the SUV to shake his 

hand before he disappeared and he turned to me and asked point-blank in broken Greek-English, 

“Who are you? . . . .  Are you from God?”  With a smile on my face, and probably for the first time in 

my life, I was able with authority to simply say, “YUP”.  

  As I got into the SUV to drive off, team member #2 called to say “I am outside baggage 

claim on the arrival level, where are you?”  “Right above you,” I said. “I will be there in three minutes.”   

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Phillipians 2:4 says “Let each of you look not only to his own interests but to the interests of others.” 

 A heartfelt prayer culminated in a beautiful opportunity to be the hands and feet of Jesus. May we 

all hear those Holy Spirit promptings. 

If you have an encouraging story to share you can contact me at jallcott@gmail.com. I would love to 

hear from you.  

 

 

 

 

 

July 30 - August 3  from  8:00am - 3:30pm 
At Honey Creek on Dover Bluff Rd, Waverly GA 

For ages 2nd – 6th grade 

 

 

 www.saintmarksepiscopal.com to register or email Lynn Emery at 

lemery@saintmarksepiscopal.com 

mailto:jallcott@gmail.com
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1. There will be no nursery. Babies & young children are welcomed at worship. 
 
2. Regularly scheduled meetings & activities will be relocated or suspended. 
 

3. The Sunday coffee hour will be suspended. 
 
4. Access to the elevator for Sunday mornings will be maintained. 
 
5. During the first 10 days of demolition, in-office activity may be limited. 
 
6. The clergy and pastoral care team will maintain the available on-call schedule for pastoral needs. 
 
7. Bathroom access will be restricted to the choir robe room and sacristy. 
 
8. The parish hall, kitchen and nursery areas will be off-limits. 
 
9. The regular worship schedule will continue.  
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As we move into the summer, all of our Episcopal Church 
Women are incredibly grateful to the Mixon family for 
their gift that will enable the remodeling of our kitchen, 
parish hall and bathrooms. We celebrated their gift on 
June 24 with a groundbreaking and lovely reception pre-
pared and served by the members of St. Mary’s Guild. 

 
 The guilds worked together on July 2 to pack up the kitchen in preparation for the demolition of the 

space. Kaki Thurber will represent ECW on the Parish Hall Renovation Team. 
 

 St. Mary's Guild members have had a busy June.  Ten members enjoyed their turn as hosts of the 
10:15 reception on Sunday, June 24, and served BBQ sliders and a wide variety of side dishes and 
desserts to an appreciative crowd gathered to celebrate the ceremonial "Groundbreaking" for the Par-
ish Hall renovation.  The guild also hosted the reception after the memorial service for Charles 
Chosewood on Saturday, June 30. For more information about this guild, just ask any St. Mary's 
member. 

 ECW elected officers for the coming year during their most recent meeting. They are: Jane Lafferty, 
President; Trisha Perry, Vice President; Kaki Thurber, Secretary and Debby Stubbs, Treasurer. Their 
terms of office begin in September. 

 ECW’s most recent meeting was a luncheon to thank Martha Dekle for her dedication and commit-
ment to keeping the kitchen stocked and clean. ECW presented her with various supplies and materi-
als to help in getting settled in her new home.  We appreciate so much her positive attitude and hard 
work in making the kitchen useable for the many functions of the Church.  Godspeed, Martha 

 

 The representatives of the organizations represented by ECW meet on the 2nd Monday of every month 
at 11:00.  The July meeting has been canceled due to parish hall renovations.  The next meeting will 
be on August 13 in the upstairs conference room.  All are welcome to attend. If you would like to get 
more involved in the activities of the women of the church email Kaki Thurber at kbthur-
ber@bellsouth.net. 
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Chad Faurote 
Rebecca Neal 
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Kathleen Tyler 
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Tess Stuermer 
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2018 Vestry 

 Gareth & Judith Allcott 
Ed & Mary Berg 
Frazier & Vicki Green 
David & Jenny London 
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Dick & Marsha McGaughey 
Bob & Jo McGuire 
Will & Joan Roberson 
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15 
25 

Senior Warden:  
Jonathan Havens 

912-230-7346 Jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com 

  

2019 

Junior Warden: 

Dan Burr 

435-559-0222 burrd@mountainwest.net  2020 

    Vestry Members   

Ava Bokker 479-903-4984 Avabokker1@gmail.com 2019 

Jeff Buerstatte 912-665-1311 jstetta@gmail.com 2018 

Carol Howell 912-424-1125 Carhow35@yahoo.com 2020 

Jeff Marks 912-577-8283 Jeffrey.marks@dhs.gov 2018 

Tonya Miller 912-580-2802 Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com 2020 

Bob Perry 912-617-1913 Perr5076@bellsouth.net 2018 

BJ Sellers 229-251-3545 Sellars253@gmail.com 2018 

Jessica Snyder 404-457-6609 Jessica@coastalmellow.com 2019 

Tess Stuermer 770-309-6623 ssitess@att.net 2020 

Brooks Thompson 912-223-9124 Brooksthompson86@outlook.com 2019 

Rev. Alan Akridge 912-222-8746 aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com 

Rector 

  

Wallace Harrell   Chancellor of the Vestry   

Joel Arline   Parish Treasurer   
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