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Dear St. Mark’s:

Since February 7, 2007 Beverly Talbert has been a blessing to St.
Mark’s. As the longest serving professional on staff at St. Mark’s, Beverly has walked with us through highs and lows, celebrations and challenges. In almost 12 years, she has not failed to faithfully personify the best of
what it means to be a Christian and a Lion!
I have never met a more caring and talented Administrator. In addition, I
can say (with a bit of a lump in my throat) that I have never met a more
caring co-worker or friend. I have said it to a small group of other Lions
but it is equally true of Beverly. WE WOULD NOT BE HERE IF SHE
WERE NOT THERE.
After October 31st, Beverly will hopefully walk beside our new administrator until Thanksgiving when she will be off to begin a new chapter visiting children and enjoying the freedom that
comes with hard work and faithful service.
In anticipation of her announced retirement on October 31st, we will celebrate Beverly’s ministry
here at St. Mark’s on All Saint’s Day October 28, 2018 with special worship and a reception to
follow in what we hope will be our new parish hall.
If you would like to be a part of the team planning this wonderful day, please call Brooks
Thompson at 912-223-9124 or Jeff Buerstatte at 912-665-1311.
(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
If there is a special card or note, you may drop these by the office in an envelope to me or you may
email me at aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com.
Jess Snyder and Dan Burr (our vestry personnel team) are working diligently with Fr. Alan+ to try to
fill Beverly’s shoes and we have discovered this absolute truth: We will never be able to replace Beverly. Therefore, we are searching for who God is calling to be the next parish administrator in their
own unique way.
We hope to have this person in place as soon as possible and invite the parish to join us in giving thanks
for more than a decade of faithful ministry and for God to raise up the person who He already has in
mind to begin a new chapter among us. Put October 28, 2018 on your calendars and drop by soon to
visit, wish her well, and drop off a note of support.
The job description and parameters are included in the following link: http://
www.saintmarksepiscopal.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Administrator-Job-Description.pdf
May God bless and guide Beverly and St. Mark’s as we enter this significant new chapter in our mutual
lives.
Sincerely,
Fr. Alan+

Our new school year is off to a great start! The children are settling in
nicely and quickly learning our daily routine. We are so excited for the
2018—19 school year and can’t wait to share our memories with you!

Our first day of school
Friendship Bracelets came
out beautiful!
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
Prayer, Study & Service
Third Annual Smoked Boston Butt Sale:
Ticket Sales Begin Sunday, Sept. 23rd!!!!
The 3rd Annual Smoked Boston Butt fundraiser ticket sales begins Sunday, September 23rd!!! Proceeds will be used for Brotherhood community outreach projects.
This fundraiser sells out every year, so buy your tickets early. Supply is limited. Pick up
date will be Saturday, October 20th from 11:30am to 1:00pm in the Parish Hall.

The Brotherhood September meeting will be held again
at First United Methodist
First United Methodist Church has graciously allowed us to meet in their Fellowship Hall
in August and again in September while construction continues in our Parish Hall.
We have begun a new 6 part video study, facilitated by Gareth Allcott, based on the
book The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard.

The Divine Conspiracy: An overview:

“The eternal life that begins with confidence in Jesus is a life in his present kingdom, now
on earth and available to all. So the message of and about him is specifically a gospel
for our life now, not just for dying. It is about living now as his apprentice in kingdom
living, not just as a consumer of his merits.”
All men of the parish are invited September 20th to the Brotherhood of St.
Andrew General Meeting @ 6:00pm: Dinner, Short Prayer Service and
Study Session with Gareth!

For Sale: one new/unused 36-inch ceramic cooktop.
Building codes dictate that we cannot use our cooktop
without considerable expenditure. After consideration by
the cooktop donor to sell the equipment and apply the
proceeds to building repairs, the church will receive bids
offers through September 13. Sealed envelopes with your
name and bid enclosed can be left with the church staff
during business hours. The cooktop was purchased this
spring at Coastal Appliances for $975.

3

BRINGING PEOPLE TO CHRIST AND CHRIST TO PEOPLE

September 2018

ON THE LAMPSTAND
Here is another story in our “On the Lampstand” series, contributed by Jeff
Marks.
THINGS THAT MAKE ME GO HMMM . . .

Early in 2016 I felt in great need of inspiration. I needed direction in my life, and I thought that maybe
God could provide some answers. I was certainly willing to give Him a chance. I hadn’t been to a church
service in years so I started looking around. I had never attended an Episcopalian service nor did I
know anything about Episcopalians, so I wandered into St. Mark’s one Sunday morning. I mistakenly
arrived an hour before service. Father Alan was there. Hmmm.
He welcomed me, gave me a little history of the church and tried to understand the motivations
behind my arrival. We sat in the Parish Hall and had a very interesting chat. He definitely peaked my
interest in St. Mark’s. During the service Father Alan spoke passionately about Moses and the burning bush, about listening for God’s voice and looking for our own signs from God, our own burning
bush. Whoa! That struck a nerve. Wasn’t this the very reason I was there in the first place?
Hmmm. I thought Father Alan was speaking directly to me. I wondered how in the thirty
minutes from our little chat to the actual service, this man wrote an entire homily especially for me? Man,
this guy was quick! Also, as it turned out the St. Mark’s 101 class was starting that very day! Hmmm. I
showed up to check it out and decided immediately I needed to attend the entire program.
St. Marks 101 was an incredible experience. I became friends with some of the wonderful people in the church. We got to know each other, prayed together, and shared stories of our own spiritual
experiences. We learned about the greater Church history and toured St. Mark’s. I can truthfully say
that there are indeed, bats in the belfry. From my first day I knew that I had stumbled on to, or been
lead to, something very special. Hmmm.
Over the next several weeks I felt myself being reconciled to God. The services were wonderful and enjoyable, just the kind of thing that had been missing from my life. I loved the entire ritualistic
nature of the event and of course the music, liturgies and homilies. To see everyone praying together,
many on their knees, and all giving homage to Christ was a very powerful experience for me. I was humbled but also felt connected, connected to God and to the people sitting around me. There was one
thing though that kept nagging at me. Everyone was taking the sacrament at the altar except me. I
wanted that experience. I wanted to fully participate with my newfound friends, but I had never been
baptized. Until then I had never given it much thought. Then it struck me. Jesus was baptized. Hmmm.
(Continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)“

Well after several weeks of that I couldn’t take it anymore. I called up Father Alan and said, “I’m all in.”
I also asked if I could get the full immersion treatment and of course Father Alan replied, “Oh we can take care
of that!” Wonderful, I thought. We’ll probably meet at a private little stream somewhere, at the edge of town.
Boy was I wrong! On May 15 2016 Father Alan sanctified the Atlantic Ocean and I was baptized off the
beach at St. Simon’s Island. I couldn’t believe that 30 people from St. Mark’s showed up to witness and to
support me. I was so grateful. I appreciated their presence (and of course the presence of about 3000 others
who also happened to be on the beach that day) What an experience! Later I learned that according to the
liturgical calendar May 15 is the Day of Pentecost. Hmmm. I didn’t even know the church had a calendar.
The following Sunday was my first communion. I remember walking to the altar. Music was playing. I
was on my knees with my brothers and sisters in Christ. I was taking part in a sacrament that has been going on
for 2000 years. Surreal is the understatement. Afterwards, what else could one do but weep, so I did.
St. Mark’s has been a godsend. The building and its people are filled with the Spirit and love of
God. For me now, the desire for direction that I thought I once needed isn’t so desperate. Whatever God
wants me to do, that’s what I want to do. I’m going to just try to keep an eye out for those signs, those burning
bushes, and to have faith that God will guide me to wherever he needs me to be.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
God has recently guided Jeff to Jacksonville where he is settling in and enjoying the challenges a new job
brings. He hopes to stay very much in touch with and a part of our St. Mark’s family and we wish him every
blessing and every success.

St. Mary’s Guild members
(pictured) had a wonderful
time at their August gettogether! Many of us are also
planning on attending the ECW
Luncheon on Sept. 8th, and encourage all ladies to go. If you
are interested in joining our
guild – or one of the other guilds
– call the church office and Kay
Curry will give you contact information.
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hello, Goodbuy – The Monthly Scoop
EXCITING NEWS EVERYONE!! Work is officially complete on the store's Annex building and we are scheduled for a
GRAND REOPENING Saturday
October 6th from 10am – 2pm.
Thank you to Stevie Taylor, Taylor Property Restoration, for his
patience as we battled hoops to
get this project started, for his
thorough work, & the great
craftsmanship on the work tables
he built for us. A big thanks to Josh & his team from Seaboard
Electric for their swift electrical work. Finally, a special thank you
to Gary Cross, from Cross Plumbing for DONATING their time and
services to get our water up and running and for getting a new water
heater DONATED for the annex by Ferguson Plumbing.
The Board was busy representing us out in the Community this past month. They greeted the students at Goodyear Elementary on their first day of school & set up a table at the College Move In
day to greet new students as potential customers & volunteers!
**Remember to Like, Follow, and Share our posts on Facebook & Instagram**
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August has been a quiet month for our ECW. We
helped pack up the kitchen to get ready for the
renovation of the parish hall and made plans for
our fall luncheon.
Twenty-four St. Mary's Guild members enjoyed their annual August luncheon at the
Sanctuary Cove Clubhouse. They had a very successful "Re-Gift Auction", and all the
proceeds will be used for future outreach projects. With the help of the St. Mark's Towers' residents they collected over 200 items of food in August for the St. Athanasius Food
Pantry, which brought the total number of items collected in 2018 to 713. Many of the
members plan to attend the ECW Luncheon on September 8th - it's not too late to add
your name to the list! St. Mary’s Guild will have their September meeting on Wednesday,
September 19th at the residence of one of the members. Email heartpine@aol.com for
information, or ask any St. Mary's Guild member.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR ECW LUNCHEON
Saturday, September 8, 2018 from 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
At Sea Palms Resort
$20 per person
RSVP to Jane Lafferty – 996-2064 or jane.lafferty@att.net
Our fall luncheon is informal and is an opportunity for us to get to know each
other. ECW brings together women of all ages and backgrounds. We love God
and wish to do His work.
Within our ECW are our guilds, a bible study, Daughters of the King and the
altar guild. Groups within ECW pack backpacks of food for children at Burroughs Mollette, work in our thrift store – Hello GoodBuy, provide care for
parish elders and shut-ins, work in the parish garden and provide food for a
variety of parish events.
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2018 Vestry
Senior Warden:
Jonathan Havens

912-230-7346

Jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com

2019

Junior Warden:

435-559-0222

burrd@mountainwest.net

2020

Dan Burr
Vestry Members
Ava Bokker

479-903-4984

Avabokker1@gmail.com

2019

Jeff Buerstatte

912-665-1311

jstetta@gmail.com

2018

Carol Howell

912-424-1125

Carhow35@yahoo.com

2020

Jeff Marks

912-577-8283

Jeffrey.marks@dhs.gov

2018

Tonya Miller

912-580-2802

Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com

2020

Bob Perry

912-617-1913

Perr5076@bellsouth.net

2018

BJ Sellers

229-251-3545

Sellars253@gmail.com

2018

Jessica Snyder

404-457-6609

Jessica@coastalmellow.com

2019

Tess Stuermer

770-309-6623

ssitess@att.net

2020

Brooks Thompson

912-223-9124

Brooksthompson86@outlook.com

2019

Rev. Alan Akridge

912-222-8746

aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com

Wallace Harrell

Rector
Chancellor of the Vestry

Joel Arline

Parish Treasurer
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Savannah Lyons
Luke Wilson
Debbie Dougherty
Dawne Hudson
John Gross
Will Roberson
Chance Buerstatte
Ruth Kent
Stella Gregory
Will Ricks

Tom & Randy Gross
Luis & Kelsie Olivares
Johnny & Jean Patelidas
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Elysse Cox
Tim Meredith
Steve Banks
Amber Redanz
Tabbie Yesupriya
Eleanor Gregory
Joy Youngner
Faye Boddiford
Walker Butin
Murl Nations
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April Baker
RV Cate
Hannah Gerrett
Amy Broderick
Ron Chappell
Kelli Perry
Dale Williams
Harriett Cathey
George Lincoln
Don McWaters
Beverly Talbert

Mark & Susan Conway
Alan & Kathleen Akridge
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