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Dear St. Mark’s: 

Last year about this time, Hurricane Irma made landfall in Glynn County and caused 
enough destruction to remind us all of our vulnerability to weather and dependence 
on each other and God. 

The picture below was taken following a chapel healing service the Thursday after 
the storm when a crew of us joined with dozens of others to feed the hungry and hand 
out bags of emergency supplies in the parking lot next door.  It was there that I met a 
small team of dedicated volunteers who drove down from North Carolina and South 
Carolina…..JUST TO HELP US. 

This team stayed in our parish hall and were literally Jesus’ hands and feet to multiple St. Mark’s families over 
the course of an entire week.  Helping flooded members dig out of marsh rack and soaked carpets and flooring 

would have been overwhelming had it not been for people 
like those pictured above.  (In this shot, they had just finished 
helping Fr. Tommy at Holy Nativity move a mountain of rub-
bish). 

Without taking anything away from the Presiding Bishop’s 
fund or from the Red Cross or FEMA, it wasn’t the umbrella 
organizations who carried mud caked furniture to the street, it 
was much lower than that. 

 `    (Continued on next page) 
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(continued from previous page) 
 

This year, as Florence approached North Carolina and South Caroli-
na, you can imagine how our hearts were breaking for those in her 
path.  More than most, WE KNOW what it’s like.  More than most, 
WE KNOW what they are going through.  More than most, WE are 
in a position to help. 

And so we did! 

 

While others were doing their parts too, St. Mark’s joined with 
Mtn2Sea ministries and a number of other church congregations 
and literally filled a giant box truck with the stuff we wished 
we’d had last year right after Irma.  We had hand sanitizer, we 
had bleach, WE HAD ADVIL.  And we had “Boat Gas” (over 
50 gallons worth), plus Neosporin, and Pepto Bismol.  Not only 
that, but the truck we helped load (thanks to some amazing fam-
ilies from this parish) had a 26,000lb load capacity and became 
convoy with chain saws, wheel barrows, and pole saws! 

The pictures tell the story but here’s the point. 

You didn’t wait to be told what to do.  You didn’t need permis-
sion.  You didn’t help because you were an Episcopalian or be-
cause the bishop or governor asked you.  Instead, I think you re-
sponded because THATS WHAT CHRISTIANS do. 

I am so very humbled to be able to report that 100% YOUR SUP-
PLIES WENT DIRECTLY TO THOSE IN NEED WHILE THE 
WATER WAS STILL RISING, AND THE TRUCKS CAME 
BACK EMPTY. 

And that is how Lions ROAR! 

I am so fortunate to be your rector!   

In Christ, I am,  

Sincerely, 

Fr. Alan+ 

P.S. The LONG process of coming home and repairing dam-
age in the Carolinas begins soon.  St. Mark’s has dear clergy 
friends and fellow parishioners in Swansboro, NC and other 
places.  You are encouraged to tell them that they are not 

alone and we are ready, willing, and able to be a part of the healing process adding “sweat to sentiment”.  As 
we plan ways to respond, let us know how we can help those you love! 
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BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ANDREW 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  

 Prayer, Study & Service 

 

 

                              

The 4th Annual 
Smoked Boston Butt Fund Raiser has Begun!!!! 

 

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is now selling delicious 6 to7lb 
smoked Boston Butts.  The proceeds will be used to fund our 
outreach projects.  

This fund raiser always sells out quickly. Sales end October 
14th.  
Tickets, $30 each, can be purchased each Sunday in the narthex after the 
10:15am service or at any time from any Brotherhood member!!!!  

Those parishioners attending the Saturday 5:15pm service or the Sunday 8:00am 
service can purchase tickets by contacting Bill Turner (call or text) 813-503-9027 
or email: tbill5253@gmail.com  

 
 

PB&J Sunday: Thank You!!!! 
 

Congratulations to the 5:15pm Saturday, 8:00am & 
10:15am Sunday services and the Healing Service! In just a 
one (1) week collection period you all generated the 
equivalent of  approximately 14 CASES OF PB&J!!!! 

LOOK FOR A 3 WEEK COLLECTION PERIOD PB&J SUN-
DAY IN MARCH!!!!  

The Next Brotherhood of St. Andrew General Meeting:  
Thursday: 10/18/18 

The next Brotherhood General Meeting will be Thursday: October 18th @ 6:00pm. 
(Maybe in the Parish Hall. If not, at First United Methodist.) 

All men of the Parish are invited!!!! Our Study of  The Divine Conspiracy continues 
with Gareth!!!       
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ON THE LAMPSTAND  
 

 

 
 

   

 In the movie “Pay if Forward” a teacher challenged his students to find some-

thing to change the world and to go out and do it. One young boy boldly replied, 

“What did you ever do to change the world?” 

In 2006 I was sitting at my desk thinking about a request for support I had re-

ceived from a mentor of mine who was being asked to help launch a church plant in 

Hyderabad, India. The Lord impressed upon me to make a significant contribution 

and I responded to the request with the amount that would be forthcoming. When he 

received my response he immediately called and invited Edith and me to join him and 

his wife on their upcoming trip to India a few months away. 

While there we participated in many events that took us way out of our com-

fort zone. In fact, I was so far out my comfort zone that I really questioned my pur-

pose for making the trip. We had prayed before going yet I found myself to be a real 

misfit among the group that was working on the planning for the church plant. I had 

neither context for nor understanding of the culture, and felt that I was being tolerat-

ed among them more than offering anything of value. 

 Our trip lasted thirteen days. On day twelve we attended church in a remote 

village outside the city. After the services the pastor drove us by a piece of land the 

village wanted to donate for his ministry to build an English speaking Christian 

school.   

 After hearing the pastor’s vision for the school my heart leapt. Something 

inside me simply said, “That needs to happen.”  I have no idea why I felt that way, as 

children’s education had never been on my radar before, but there it was.  

  (Continued on next page) 

Here is another story in our “On the Lampstand” series,         

contributed by John Gross 
 

A Leap of Faith  
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(continued from previous page) 

  

 Back in the U.S. months passed and through a long set of very unlikely circum-

stances, our church adopted this pastor and his ministry as our “Uttermost Parts of the 

Earth” mission focus. Seven of us took a vision trip to visit a number of his churches 

(his group had planted 90 at that time) and to see other mission activities they were 

conducting (Dentistry, HIV Aids clinics, etc.)  

 While there I asked about the vision for the school. Upon hearing the story re-

peated, another member of our group had the same initial reaction I had: “That needs 

to happen!”   

We returned home and the school was not in the forefront of our thinking. 

Months later, in a church meeting (much like the vestry), the proposal was made to 

spend 500K for offices to free up classroom space for our children. Immediately I sug-

gested the money would be better spent building a school in India. The pastor without 

hesitation enthusiastically supported the recommendation. We committed it to prayer 

and one month later unanimously voted to build the school! The money was raised (from 

2008-2010) and the school was launched in June of 2010.   

Now three hundred children attend the residential school in Hyderabad and 

several classes have graduated and moved on to higher education where they are excel-

ling. These children, who come from the poorest of poor communities, are being raised 

up and will indeed change the world. I returned from a trip there this summer and remain 

amazed at what God has done through a misfit like me.   

 

2 Corinthians 4: 7-9   

“But we have this treasure in Jars of clay to show that this all-surpassing power is from      

God.” 

 

 If you have a story of God at work in your life or in the lives of those close to you, and 

 are willing to share it, please contact me at jallcott@gmail . 
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With our First Saturday sale in the Annex right 
around the corner, we are working on getting 
the building up and running.  We are in the 
process of getting a security system for the An-
nex and now we will have to replace the A/C 
unit that stopped working at the front of the 
building! Tell your friends and family to come 
out and shop to help cover some of these unex-
pected expenses. 

 
IMPORTANT DATES: 

*Saturday October 6th the Annex will be open 10am to 2pm for 
our First Saturday Sale – 

Proceeds will benefit Coastal Animal Rescue Society 
 

*Saturday October 13th is our 3rd Quarter Give Back Day and 
ribbon cutting 

hello, Goodbuy  
The Monthly Scoop 

 

Featured 

St. Mark’s 

Artist of the 

Month… 
 

Watercolor of 

Sidney Lanier 

bridge painted by 

Emory Hatcher 
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ECW was delighted to host a luncheon for all the women of 
St. Marks on Saturday, September 8 at the Sea Palms Re-
sort.  Approximately 50 ladies and Norm Olson enjoyed a 
delicious lunch and fellowship with each other.  
    
Norm gave us an update on his work within St. Mark’s and 
answered questions.  Kaki Thurber was recognized for 
her leadership for the past two years as president.   
 
All women of St. Mark’s are invited to participate in the 
various ministries that ECW represents.  Please contact 
Jane Lafferty at 996-2064 or jane.lafferty@att.net to learn 
more about these opportunities. 
 

mailto:jane.lafferty@att.net
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Carol Howell 

Jan Tipaldos 

Michael Van Brunt 

Brenda Brown 
Sheila Farmer 

Johnny Patelidas 

Jonathan Havens 

John English Hulsey 
Sherry O’Gorman 

Katie Breslin 

Roger Owens 
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Olin Fraser 

Love Merryman 

Pat Nolan 

Alex Banks 
Evie Akridge 

Patrice Havens 

Jennifer Speight 

Betty McConnell 
Lolly Jackson 

Van Cathey 

John Caldwell 
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Mike Whitley 

Ben Hulsey 

Lettie Jones 

Chris Smith 
Betty McBurnett 

Jean Yesupriya-Bernatz 

Cheri Taylor 

Lynn Wilson 
Michael Martin 

Lydia Brantley 

Jane Lafferty 
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2018 Vestry 

  
Gene & Lynn Wilson 
Jack & Dottie Brodhag 
Scott & Elizabeth Toney 
Joey & Rebecca Neal 
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Hugh & Jennifer Breslin 
Ray & Charlotte Mullikin 
Wallace & Mary Harrell 
Danny & Daryl Moore 

 
 
23 
24 
28 
28 

Senior Warden:  
Jonathan Havens 

912-230-7346 Jonathan@h2ocreativegroup.com 

  

2019 

Junior Warden: 

Dan Burr 

435-559-0222 burrd@mountainwest.net  2020 

    Vestry Members   

Ava Bokker 479-903-4984 Avabokker1@gmail.com 2019 

Jeff Buerstatte 912-665-1311 jstetta@gmail.com 2018 

Carol Howell 912-424-1125 Carhow35@yahoo.com 2020 

Jeff Marks 912-577-8283 Jeffrey.marks@dhs.gov 2018 

Tonya Miller 912-580-2802 Tonyaduncanmiller@gmail.com 2020 

Bob Perry 912-617-1913 Perr5076@bellsouth.net 2018 

BJ Sellers 229-251-3545 Sellars253@gmail.com 2018 

Jessica Snyder 404-457-6609 Jessica@coastalmellow.com 2019 

Tess Stuermer 770-309-6623 ssitess@att.net 2020 

Brooks Thompson 912-223-9124 Brooksthompson86@outlook.com 2019 

Rev. Alan Akridge 912-222-8746 aakridge@saintmarksepiscopal.com   

Wallace Harrell   Chancellor of the Vestry   

Joel Arline   Parish Treasurer   
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